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FOREWORD . .

Introduction -

- This Users' Report has been complled from the information supplied
by the instructors participating in the National Scisnca Foundation
Community Collegs Project field test of PLATO IV during ths fall semestar
of 1975, and reprssents their rssponsas to both the equipment and course-
ware of the PLATO system. With certain excaptions explained below, no
attempt has baan made to adit faculty responses. Instructors' opinions
display ths strengths and wsaknesses of PLATO as thay concalve them to be,
even though individual instructors may ba unfamiliar with the PLATO rasourcas
at their disposal, or the means of dasaling with already recognized problenms.
The axpearisnce of instructors with PLATO variss widely, since the projsct
included both the new user and thas experisnced programmer. - Readars should
baar in mind that experiencs and familiarity with the system datermine in
great measure the expectations instructors hold for PLATO, and, possibly,
the sophistication of their responses to it. “This caveat is no lsss trus
for instructors whose overall evaluation is negative than it is for those

, Who are enthusiastic users.

’ A general introduction has been provi by thi/;;;;:;;:égt:ginatorz
the coordinators for the several subject afeas havs writtsn ilea for
+their own areas. The reader should examine both the gsneral introduction .

and the appropriate area summary bafore evaluating the individual case
raports for each subject.

-

organization /

The Users' Report is a series of case studies Organized by instructor
rather than by class. The report is primarily organized by subject area
and secondarily by instructors who teech a-particular class. But sinca
many teachers teach more than one courss, this has meant, nacessarily, that
some course evaluations will appear ocut of sequence., For sxampls, ths case
reports of all instructors who tsach introductory bilolegy without laboratoxy,
first semestar, appear first as a group in ths blology section. Sincs some
of those ilnstructors elso taught other coursss, thoss cchitse raports will
also appear, zlthough out of sequence. Whils this arrangemsnt may bs incon-
venlent in some respects, the alternativas was to duplicate a good deal of
instructor information and interviews in ordsr to prassrvs the cass organi-
zation by instructor, or abandon homogensous courss groupingi altogether.

No section is 20 long, however, that the labor of ssarching for ths out of
placs course should be burdsnsome. T¢ make the task easier, croas refarancnn
to out of place courses have been provided in the TABLE OF CONTENTS.

L

BEach cass rsport is divided into thrss ssctions: the first is a com-
pilation of ths responsss to instructor and courss quastionnairss; ths
second ls an abstract of an interview with the instructor: the third is a
quick refsrencs graph showing student use data for each of tha instructor's
coursss. -




v

i

. o viif o .

Case Reports

The name of the instructor, his college, and course number have been
deleted ‘from the report captions. In their places are an instructor’'s
identification number and descriptive titles for his or her courses.

Although some information about college and course number can .be obtained .
from the interview summary, the Users' Report has purposdly tried to dis-
courage comparisons among instructors and colleges by de-emphasizing
instructOr and college identity. .

-

Questionnaire Responses’

Below the identification caption are three groups of responses con-
cerning (1) Course Information, {(2) Course Evaluation, and (3) Instructor
Information.

) "{1} Courge Information presents the name of the course, its enroil-
ment, the manner in which PLATO was used and the time it was uased, the
management of the curriculum and roster, the source from which or upon

whose recommendation lessons were eelected, the instfuctor's practice of pre-
viewing lessons, and the extent of contact with ETS, if any.

(2} Course Evaluation includes comment upon thg learning level of
lessons, their quality and their duantity, the percent of lessons previewad,
the number of PLATO sZgsions affected by serious mechanical failure, and a
statement of the instructor's interast in PLATO.

(3) Instructor Information contains data concerning the instructor's
firdt contact with PLATO, his or her participation in a University of Illinois
extansion course in PLATO, release time for PLATC development, prior use of
PLATU in the classroom, years teaching, years at his or her college, ard
tenure status.

Samples o% the questionnaires can be found at the end of the INTRODUCTION.
Readers should note the answer options suggested by the Community College
Project staff. Participating instructors wer® not, however, limited to the
responses suggeeted. UneXpected responses may be bagt interpreted by
reference to the specific wording of the quesation.

Interview Jummaries
\ -
Interview summaries were compiled by the editor from the responses
. given by each instructor to the twenty-eight queetions of the interview
guide. Responses were usually organized into a summary of three parte:
(1) general comments, (2) lessons and uses comments, and (3) administrative
and mechanical domments. The last includes the instructor's estimates of
,the impact of PLATO upon his or her career and upon the teaching profession.
‘Where responses were particularly full, some ‘sections were further subdivided:
in some interviews "lesson" comments and "use" comments appear ‘'undar separate
headings, some summaries contain a section on specific recommendations.
L ]

-

-
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Two members of the Community College Project staff of the Computer--
based Education Research Laboratory (CERL) conducted interviews, one inter-
viewing Parkland College faculty and the other interviewing the City Colleges
of Chicago faculty. Individual interviewing techniques might differ, but
the interviewers did not prompt or solicit specific answers. The Users'’
Report attempts to reproduce interview comments as faithfully as possible
whether the instructor's remarks were laudatory or negative. Only in com-
ments which might be interpreted to the disparagement of an individual were
names deleted. 1In contrast, where instructors remarked upon the praise-
worthy achievement of a fellow faculty or staff.member, names have been
retained 'in the desire to recOgnizg'thOSe who deserve congratulations.

The careful reader will note two voiees in the intarview sumnarids.

The greategt part of the time, the instructor‘'s comments are paraphrased

as declarative sentences. Where a direct paraphrase might create confusion,
or where the use of a first person pronoun céuld not otherwise be avoided,
the voice of the editor appears in such words as "in the instructor's
opinion" or "the instructor believes" to cite two common examples. Notwith~
standing the resort to this possible clumsy device, the editor has tried to
avoid any distortion of the instructor's remarks. As a check against
inadvertent arror, subject coordinators were asked to chack intarview
aummaries for obvicus misstatemsnts or errors. If an occasiohal mistake
ascapes even their vigilance, the editoy accepts full responsiblity.

Readers are encouraged to examine the 'sample of the interview guide
that is found at the end of the INTHRODUCTION to help interprat the interview
summaries. Moreover, summaries ought to be read in combination with the
questionnaire responses; while the two may duplicate some information, they
are essantially complementary. P

Student Use pata ' \ o "
Tbg’heta presented in greg%afﬁém originated Xn tha on~line course

files of the participating insTructors. The data has been reduced to graph
form for eage of reference to the particular informAtion the CERL staff

" believe to be most significant. Included are (1) todal numbar of student

usersg, (2) the total hours of use by tha class, and ( the distribution
of student users by hour use. The total numbar of student users may not,
in some cases, equal the class snrollmant At either the inning of the

course or at the end. Course files will retain use data for any student

. who has been entered in the class roster and has used the systam at least

once, regardless of whether he or she joined the class after initial enroll-

ment or dropped the course prior to the completion of the texm. Unless ° -
instructors deleted names of students who withdrew from the gourse, data

for those students will appear in the graphs. In one instance three ’ !
chemistry instructors entered all thelr gtudents in a cominon roster:; in that

case raaders are dirscted to the case report that contains the qreph for the

common ﬁ;le.

kecurrent Opinions

Certain responses to PLATO reacurred with sufficient freagquency to gommand
some interast. Although the following remarks should not ba taken as the
uniformly shared opinion of all participating instructors they represent

‘10 | .
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'ofx.graphics and motilon in lessons.

" ) - “

»

the judgment of a significant erﬁugl} group of faculty to warrant mention
here. Recurring opinionsz . judgments, and evaluations concernad chiefly
courseware, l.e., lesson content, topic coverage, and programming.

Uses i ! o ‘
The most frequently recommended use of PLATO was to provide drill and

practice gtz::}r students. PISATO'B oapacity for limitless patience and its

rapid response and correction make. it ideal fpor problem sets, practice -

at mathematical operations, computation of formulas, and exercises in
.in grammar. In this sense; it is a Aexcel‘lent,altarnative form of workbook
for practical skills, and one that cal be prégrammed to help the student
with hints and instructibns in a way tBet printed media can not. ;
s, In contrast, the least effective uge“of PLATO is as a simple replace-
ment for a text. Extended texts are more agf icult to read on PLATO than
in k format; moreover, books are easier use foX review and study of
prior pages. Finally, books are portable nnd\pan accompany the studeant to
be usad at a time and plﬁce of his convendence. L
Lesgons .

The most frequently mentloned flaws in lessons are mechanical program
errors and excessively rigld answer judging, both of whibh annoy students.
Also frequently mentioned was lack of restarts, whiph forces students to
repeat material already accomplished or prohibits the resumption of an
incompleted lesson. . _ .

Less frequently mentioned was & lack of humor or effective expfgitation
Many instructors commented in one form.
or another that static panel displays inhibited student interest and partici-
pation. Similarly, many instructors noted that, to ba most effactive,
lesgons should requir " student participation, usually in the form of a
required positive respanse{ A significant number of instructors thought
that lack of typing skills prevglted easy use of lessons, and preferred
that typing requirements either De eliminated or answer judging modified
to accept mistyped answers. One English instructor added that she would
like to rewrite all her own lessons to require only touc;h panal responsaes.

Instructor opinion is divided as to who should davelop lassons. The
majority position seems to be that le#fon content and'arrangemcnt should be
written by ueing faculty, either individually or in committee, and programmed
by profeseional programmers. This judgment reflects two important concerns:
{1) difficulties with. poorly programmsd lessons, and {2) insufficient
attenticn to cultures or learning ilevels of the intended audience. The
interviews disclosed two minority positions, one holding the professional
programmer ought to develop and execute all lessons, and the othar holding
the opposite, ‘that instructors using PLATO ought to develop and exacuts lassons.
The firet position emphasizes the quality of the professiocnally produced
legsongs and the latter emphasizes the unique appropriateness to the audience
of the instructor's lessons. . ~TF

.11
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A gimilar divergence ex:;.sts in attitude ‘toward content. The majority .
of instructors prefer 1esaona which are designed for their paréicular
clagsas and which reflect thbir classroom practices and psdagogy. A
“..  significant minority warit standard lessons keyed to a widely used text "

, which can be used by many teachers and classes. FEach position imposas
different requirament# on the PLATQ system. A multiplicity of lassons on
the same topic creates inefficient use ol the system, sinca ldiosymcxatic’
legsons have low use. Moreover, coste to the #chool rise if individual
instructors are. given release tima to develop individually useful PLATO
lespons. The other approach may make PLATO more - -accesslbla, but lnhibits
the realization of* its full potential by restricting useful variation in’
iesson design. .

Inatructors did not as a generll rule want comprehensive covearage of
wll toplcs constituting a course syllabus, which could be used for wholly
self-controlled instructlon. J’I‘hay 414, however, want lessons avallable on
all toplcs that. could be used at the instructor's Wiscretion as 2 supplement
to class or labs, or for review and practice. Pyéblems solving lessons were -
particularly desired in the sclences. o
Almost all instructors expressing an opinion on lesson review thought
that all new lessons ought to be previewed by faculty prior to releass, _
"but the ferms review ought to take commanded no uniformity of judgment. :
Very few instructors thought that new lessons un-atitfactoty o-the faculty
cught to be prohibited from release.

]
[

e N

Hecﬁanici and Administration , -

-

The greatest single administrative or technieal problem was the
relative unavallability of terminals, or of .ati'lfacppry time for uses.
Some lnstructors who wished to schedule PLATO usé during class found that
" time had to be scheduled early befors the term in arder to obtain the
desired hour. Others who preferred to use PLATC cutslde of class noted
_ that terminals were not always avallable for casual use. Moreover, even
. when terminals.were avajlable, sometimes the computer memory capacity’ was
: axceeded, praventinq students from studying lessons not than already in
.- use at that site. Instructors with large classes ware obliged %o split
-thelr classes for PLATO use, or assign two students t0 a single terminal.

-

Complete system fallures were less frequent this texm than before and

: ‘#ycounted for few instructors' complaints. Occasional terminal walfunction
' or failure of accessory equipment provoked most. dintggilfiction. Slide
. . projectora recelved the greatest number of complainta. Expanded micro- -
. 4 . fiche rescurcea were desired, but many instructors did not indicate whéther

v this was dlasatisfaction with the system's capapllity or with the currently’
available materials. - '

-
I
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The five-year contract between thé Natiohal SCLence Foundation and

the UnlverSLty of Illinois IQ~1mp1ement and .evaluate the praTO! system-
calls for a demonstrakion and field test durlng the final two. years

(1974-76)}. Five Illinois community’ colleges2 are among the educational
institutions participating as field test sites. This report about com-

munity college PLATO users during Fall 1975 includes only those subject

areas coordinated by the University of Illinois: accountancy, biology,
chemistry, English, and mathematics. 3In short, this is a record of a

part of the subject areas, in a part of the test sites, during a part,of /
the time. The field test itself represents only a part of the total
PLATO use during thls two-year period.

. &

\\The above remarks ate intended to place the reﬁorted‘activities within
a proper frame of reference and not to minimize their importance. The task
of introducing a technological innovgtion into established educational /

*institutions is more:than a matter of installing a functioning system.

Thé pri y goal of the. field test has been to achieve local commitment
that will “sustain the use of PLATO in the community colleqes beyond the

initial heav11y sub51dlzed field test period.
2

i Following the flrst year of the field test, the CERL communlty coll ge
staff and the PLATO staff members from- the field test sites met to design' -
data instrument$ to gather information about PLATO use arid users. - The )
PLATO Educational, Evaluation and Research Group and the independent evalu-
ator, Educational| Testing Service, partlcipated in these work se531ons.

It seemed obviocus) from the start that teachers’ acceptance of PLATO would
depend on. such parameters as the quantity and quality of suitable course-
ware, development. of familiarity with the. technology, reliability of the
computer and termlnei, scheduling and administrative suppoxt, -and availability
\of other delivery systems. In addition, we felt there was a need to capture
in~a usable format answers to the following "basic questions.

. &
Who were the teachers using PLATO; did they share any common
characteristios?

Why dld these teachers become involved in the project, how had
.7 they been tra1ned° , :
- L P

" How did teachers use PLATO in their teeching?._

What did teachers see as the strengths and weaknesses of the lesson
material and/or the dellvery system? "

-

1PLAT0 is an acronym for Programmed Logic 'for Automatic Teach1ﬁ§ gperation.
It is the official trademark of the UnlverSLty of Illlnois Computer-based

Educatiop System. : - ) p

3

2C:l.ty Colleges of Chicago (Chicago Urban Skills Institute, Kennedy-King
College, Malcolm X College, Wright College) .and Parkland College, Champaign.
) ~ 4 13 s . - - _. - ) -

}\* . ] ) B | ] - B . B
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What degree o 1nstructiona1 effebtlveness 1s demahded by users of -
PLATO lessons? .

Who should preparg the Mater;als?

content' or format? {

] ' IS

What currlcular changes\{schedullng/co 'ent) are effected b PLATO

use?

to innovation rather than a neatly” de31gned educaflon-
control group - -studies., An added: value of the User's
~ it provides of what happened during;Fhe field test.

experlment ‘with
Wrt is the record

This report should not ke vi@wed as an e 1uat10ﬂ¢ Judguendt
not Been made on the information presbnted herey Such interpXetation
would demand familiarity with deta;ls of pro;ect design sﬁEh aX.methods
of selection.of participants; inst{uctlonal format, etc.
. The communlty college project feels it can best benefit futurd
- . educationadl research in/cﬁmpﬁtgr-based instruction by reporting on

process and milestones associated with introducing a new technology.
s + To date, 118 PLATO texminals are operating five schools geographice
and culturally distant from a University resenrc¢h laboratory. The. Usé
Report not only raises demanding questlons for\continued research but a
represénts substantlal progress in achieving the primary goal of the prdject.

[—
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. %, Teacher Information - | | 3 v . e

a - - ¢
) - B ! .. -
(glven any time) . \y' 3 ; .
| Y K . ) ‘ S - .l‘ -
) - » ' . . . . . L
 Name: ) Office Room #: ) Office Phone: )
College: Parkland Dawsoﬁ\-Kéﬁnédy-ﬁing. Malcolm X. Wright Other ).
. a b \\ e d e £
-Department: ° Accy Bio  Chem  English  : Math Other )
' a ' b & 4 e £

1. How did you first learn about PLATO? )
= . a. PLATO staff at this college
N b. U of I staff - A ' -
c. fellow’teacher ' ) _

2 d.c other . -~ \ :

= : T

' h

2. Did you take anyjﬁgxthese U of I extension courses;\ ( yes or no)
a. Summer 1932, Dr. Videbeck —- introductory |

. b,’,géli 1972, Dr. Videbeck —-- authors

. ,-‘c; Spring 1973, Dr.‘VideLeck :— users

‘ d. Spring,1973, Dr. Videbeck -- authors _
e. Spring 1674. Dr. Ghesquiere -- intropductory
£. Fall 1974, Dr. Jordan -- introductory

=3

‘,
-~

- g. Spring 1975, Dr. Jordan —-- introductory "
h. Spring 1975, Dr. Jordan -- advanced

NN N N N N S S

3

s - s

3. How many PLATO lessons have you designed? ) .- o
-a. 0 b. 1 "c. 2._ d. 3 e. 4 f. 5 or more . ,
\‘N‘_\“*-.w N 3 . P . -

A" R .- a ) .
‘4, How many PLATO legsons have you programmed? > .
a. 0 b. 1 c. 2 d. 3 e. 4 f. 5 or more

A ' .
; K- . 5. Have you had release time for PLATO? tyes or no) _31
a. Fall 1972 ) £ Sumer 1974 ) . "
- b. Spring 1973 ) g. Fall 1974 ) 7
"c. Summer 1973 ) h. Spring 1975 ) T
d. Fall 1973 ) | i, Swmmer 1975 Y . T T .
i e. Spring 1974 ) j. Fall 1975 )
) . ey R B ' '
RIC R i - |
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s

-

‘Teacher Infprmation'(éontinued) '
\ / “ - . s
L3 E . ’ '
(This question appears eahh‘%imé a "yes" for release time is given.)
6. Number of class hours reléased?, ) ‘ '
a. 3 b. 6 d. 12 A( other

L

a. Fall 1973
b. Spring 197

c. Summer 1974

>
)
> =

d. Fall 1974 )\
), -
)
b/

e. Spring 1975
£. Sugﬁer 1975
g. Fall 1975

I - -

L Y
8. I received my PLATO training from (yes or no)

a. myself
b. credit course

c. site coordinator.

M N S S
N
P

d. assistant site.coordinator
e. University of Illinols staff

)
‘£, TFellow teacher )
- g. ‘oghers | ) ”
9. qus;r of yeaés teaching‘experienéé? ) : G ww
;\}0. Number of years in‘this collage? ' )
11. ;;;\yuu a tenured faculty memb;r? )
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Course quprmagicn =— Beginning

of Semester ..

Name: > ) '
College: ¥ Parkland Dawson Kemmedy-King Maleolm X Wright Othes ),
S a b c . d | e £
Department: Accy Blo  Chem  English  Math Other | 2
a i ) F. d e f

" Course Number: -+ Y . .- .

"Number of students enrolled gow: ), :

Class schedule day/time: ) RN '

AN . .

Have you scheduled PLATO
a.’ﬁgﬁgihg cla?s time |
b. during non~class time with PLATO terminals reserved

L) +
Y +

d. *

.\

other

-

2. Have you schedgled PLATO to-

. Wt
* ! (yes or no)

B

a. replace classroom.instructiom and/or lab >
b. * review and practice )
c. supplement homework )'
d. replace homework )
e, extra cfedit }
£. ~other ., )

3. When there are more students than terminals, will atudents

c. during non-class time with no reservation of 'BLATO terminals‘>

(yes or mo)

>
y

X

>

terminals (yes or Ho)
a. choose their own partners for each session ) i

b. be assiﬁned'parqners on a rotating schedule ) //

¢. be assigned. partners on a fixed schedule ) //

d. do other work until a terminal is available )-// -
e. other . . , )/ )




xviii =y

-

. :
. . i .
. - w
. . - ]
L ' - - ot
[ 4 . N .
. “

Course Information -- Beginnihg of Semester- {continued) \KQQ

’ e .
4., The PLATO course roster will be managed by ) ' _ . . e

a. myself - '

.
b. fellow teach '
\'c.;ﬁsite coord ator

d. assistapz sigs coordinator
- |, UniVersitymo I11linois staff member

. f. other

1

I3

'5; The PLATO curriculum (index, sequence, etc.) will be managed by ‘ )
a. myself ‘ N ’
b. féllow teacher
c. site coordinator
d. asslstant site’ coordinator )
e. University of Illinois staff member
f. other . I'“ ¢
\ " 6. The PLATO lessons your claés will use were (yes or no)
| a: recommendéd by a U of I staff menher
b. recommended by a PLATO“staff ‘member at this college

c. - recommended by q.fellow teacher

1

L R T R

d: chosen from the course,catélog of PLATO lessons

e. other '

7. Will you have worked through the PLATO lessons as a student before they
are used by your claéé? A (yes or no) )

-

8. While your class used PLATO, will you he . (gxes or no)
a. obgserving students
b. assisting students with use of PLATO terminals
* c. assisting students with lesson content

d. managing cdurse records

R e i i i R

e. using PLATO lessons.as & student

f. having individual conferences in the PLATO area

g. having small group instruction in the PLATO area

h. presént doing non-PLATO related claes activities

O . .
’ i. be elsewhere doing class-related-activitias
ERIC
j+ other 1 8
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€ourse. Information -< Beginning_of_§gméster (continued) K

9, Have you been contacted by Educational Testing Service? (yes or n&))
10. If yes, haye you agreed to administer

(yes or no) ,

a., pre~tests ‘ ) :

b. post—tégts )

. &, student attitude questionnaires 2

am T
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Course Information -- End of Semester

u

Names )

College: Parkland Dawson Kennedy-King Malcolm X Wright Other )

a b c d e f ’
Department: Accy Bio Chem English Math Other )
a b c d e ' 4

Course Number: )
Number of stﬁdents enrolled now: )
.l

1, For this class material on PLATO was generally ')

a. too_diffi;ult

b. difficult |

c., appropriate

d., easy

e, too easy

2. The amount of material on PLATO for this class was )
a. more than sufficient
b. sufficient ‘
c. less than sufficient % Yo

?

3. Generally, the quality of the PLATO lessons was )

&+ very high o

b L] high - \

¢, average : '
4. low

l.
d, very low

W

4. About what percentage of the PLATO leasons did you work through aa a
atudent before they were uaed by your clasa?-

a. 100% .

b.  50% ¢ .
e, 25%

d. 0%

20
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Courae Information —-'Egg of Semaster (continued)

5.

10.

N -

Did you uae PLATO to (yes ox no)
8. replace clasa instruction and/or lab

b. review-snd practice

c. supplement homework

de. replace homework

e. extra credit

S | L Vgt S St Mgt

f. other

The PLATO lessons your claas used were * (yes or no)
a. choaen from the curriculum catalog.of PLATO lessons )

.b. choazen from the hard-copy index )

¢, recommended by another taacher \ )

d. recommended by & U of I staff member )

e. recommended by a PLATO ataff membérbat thia college ) "

£. other.

The PLATO course roster was managed by )
a. myself '

b. fellow teacher

c. PLATQ ataff at thia college

d. U of 1 ataff member

@. other

The PLATO curriculum was managed by )' T

a. uyself \ .
b. fallow teacher
c. PLATO ataff at thia college .
de U of 1 ataff member 2,
e. othar
(yas or no)

Were You contacted by ETS?

Did you give the pre-teat? )
Did you give the post~test? . )
Did you give the student attitude queationnaires? , )

21
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Coirse Information -- End of Semester (continued) .

(yes or no)

11, Would you use your own time to improve PLATO instruction? >

(e.g., design more lessons, write lesson critiques, etc.)

b
*
~

12. many scheduled PLATO sesslons were serlously affected by
echanical problems?
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Interview Guide

1.

2,

4.

3.

6.

7.

IWhich leasona«seemad\ef highest quality? Why?

What related teaching materials did you use?
(Name of text, workbooks, audio~visuals, practice sets, etc.)

Generally, what effect do you think PLATO had on class achievement?
Did PLATO seem more or less effective for students of particular abilixy
groups? ‘ :

C

'\

-

—

Do astudents like class more or less because of PLATO? Why? Did class
attitude vary with the learnins ability?

j
Ry

3 . !
What yas your experience with mechanical problemsa? ;

Did you prepare alternative class activities if PLATO was "down™?
] S

Which ledgson topiﬁs seem best guited for PLATO instruction?

oy




*

Interview Gulde (continued)

8. What are your suggestions fﬁr/':l.mprov:l.ng lessons?

, 9. What other course topics would ym; suggest be taught on PLATO?

—

10. Which lesson /péed unique PLATO capab:l.l:l.t::l.es; self-paced, individualized, N
interactive, gelf-correction, answer judging, branching, animationm,
d:l.agrz_i.ms,’ té. v .
/ . L /

;J‘ !
|"J /

v f

11. ’(«ﬁmt scheduling problems did you zxperience? How could these problems
be avoided in the future? :

-
12. Who helped you gn using PLATO?

W

13. Which lessous seemed to fit with your course syllabus? What additional
course topice would you liks to see coverad on PLATO?

*




-

Interview Guide (continued)

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

]

Which lessons seemed to fit the learning level of your class? Which
seemed too difficult? too easy? 0

Ld

’ -

How did you qh¢ose which lessons your class would use?

. . ll! : @
What criteria would you use in selecting PLATO lessons if you used PIATO
again in teaching this course?

*

-

What advantages do you see with PLATO?

What disadvantages do you see with PLATO? .
Y *

. ' r .
How would you change your mathod of using PLATO the next ttme You teach
this course? ‘ R
. .

*
.-

L] *I ks
How would you compare & PLATO lesson as & tesaching method to another media

of squal quality? (bstter or worse)

: b w b w
workbooks — progragmed .learning —
audio visuals — lacture — .
honework tutors —
textbook - clasg discussion -
drill in class lab

— — ——
. 25 ]
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JInterview Guide (Eont;puedi _ - : a’//f
r- . N I I ‘

-21.. yow,would_yoﬁxlikg to seefPLATD uged ihnthe future?

[ . .
3 -

22. ‘What effect d&@you think PLATO will:havcnon the teaching profession? -

23, How has PLATO affected your classroom teaching? o

24. What degree of clags preparation is required for a PLATO session?
Is this reggased each time a leseon.is used?

* -
= .
\ -
. .
'

25. How should future lgﬁfﬂnu (curricula) be davelopad?

| : 4 \
26. Who managed the course roster and curriculum? ‘
. . /
. -; )

2%. Did yoir give ETS pre-tests, post-tests, attitude students? Comments?

, s
26
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Interview Guide (continued) : , [
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28, Hag using PLATO made any important difference to your carger? = | . ' :
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Cirrent City .and Community ColJege Use .
: F

- SUBJECT COORDINATOR!S SUMMARY =~ ACCOUNTANCX
. | T -
History D .

. The PLATO accountancy curriculum now contains forty-seven different.
available lessons, inciuding an introductory lesson and a comment lesson.
All could be applicable to material taught in a two-semester introductory
-accounting course. Nine lessons include elements of cost accounting and
therefore could be used in a cost accounting course. Six lessons contain
elements of budgeting and management analysis, which may not be covered °*
in some introductory courses.

. >

Thomas Lenehen, Assistant Professor at Wright College (on leave: 1975 =
197¢6) and James C. McKeown, Associate Professor at the University of Illinois
at Urbana-Champaign, were chiefly responsible for the devglopment of the
accountancy lessons.  Professor Lenehen was instrumental fin the development
of eleven lessons; Professor McKeown has recoded the s lessons for PLATO IV,
has added answer judging to them, and hab contiibuted riff other ways to their
developmept. Professor McKeown has been responsible fof the development and
coding of the remalnder of the lessons, except for those _on cost accounting
and one on partnershlps.' The cost lesscns were developed by a team of
graduate students at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign worklng
under the supervision of Hans Martin Schoenfeld as part of a graduate course.
Professor McKeown helped code and provide answer judging for thliese lessons,
and he now maintains them as well as all the other accounting lessons, with
the single exception of "Partnerships,"” which was written and coded by
Ggorgé Trent, Assistant Professor at Wright College. S ) N

The majority of these lessons had been written ‘and coded by .Fall 1974,
when the implementation phase of the community college project began. An
accountancy coordinator, Dorothy Pondy, was hired by CERL,in July 1974.

Ms. Pondy compiled a hard=-copy indax and description of all the accountancy
essons. She also contacted all the inttructor-users o introduce them to
e available courseware and to assist them in learning to manage their own \
courses. By Pall 1975, a fairly stable group of instructor-users had been
identified. These instructors. were, for the most-part, able' to manage their
own\student rosters and curriculum on-line index. Thé coordinator continued
to agsist the instructors and to act as liaison between them and Professor
McKeoWn . Minor changes in the programs continued to be made as problems
arose.\_.Sometiimes changes requested by instruqtors were not made in defer-
ence to\the pedagogical or philosophic convictions of the authors. 1In *

at the community collegé level and at the Un1vers;ty of Illinois
at Urbana*dbampalgn. E - ‘

"

N During Fall Semester 1975 the PLATO accountancy 1e§sons weré used by

597 students for a total of 3,068 hours at .Chicago Urban Skills Institute, ° -
Kennedy-King College, Malcolm X Collegge, 'and Wright College (the City Colleges
of" Chicago); and Parkland Colleqe, at Champalgn. Addltlonally, the same

. 29




] . , 4 ’
o, lessons were used by at least T 083 students, for a minlmum of 25,526 hours
© at the University of Illinois at Urbana®Champaign. LeSsons were usedL:Ln both
: semesters of an introductory accduntlng course, in a cost accounting ®ourse,
. in learning labs, in an. accountihg.clerk program,*and in an adult educatisn
L course. - . . ) '
. .
. Use varied from school to school and from one course to another. The ' 1
prnject has not ied to 1mp¢se a standard format for ‘use on the T
vcolleges; rather, ¥t has attempted to descrlbe and ‘document the uses to ) !
which PLATO has been put. In school #1 the PLATD accountancy: curriculum
is used only’'outside of thé regular classrodm as a %upplement, or a part :
' of a learning laboratory. In schools #2, #3, #4, and #5 PLATO is generally *
used during classtime for varying reasons. At school #2 there is little
\, free terminal time for students to use PLATO on their own. At schools' #3
and - #4 the experience has been that students will not come in on their own
tlmé becausé of conflicts with outside jobs, indifferenceé, or otheyp’ reasons, .
= At school #5 students' programs and sghedules are such that schaduled class-
time prov1des the only available access to PRLATO. '

THere has been significantly less use made of .the avai}able lesaons

in thé second semester of introductory accounting than in the first semester,

for several ‘reasons. First, there are fewer students enrolled in the second K

semester course, since many drop out of the first semester course. Mefeoqer,
. some who dozfinish the first semester elect:not to contihue.. Consequently,

there are fewer second semester courses offered. Second, many of the lessons

available for the second semester course are designed for management account-.

ing, topics which same schools do not include in the second semesten syllabus.

Third; some instructors are reluctant to give up classroom time to PLATO.

For the most part secord semester introductery courses have not ‘used PLATO

as a replacement for classtime. 1In the oase of the one instructdr who ‘tried

to do so, the class met so lake in the evening that the PLATO lab Closed

shortly after‘the class began. ((x(“} Y

Instructor Evaluation

v In general, instructors are satisfied with the available PLATO account-

ancy lessons. They fael that the lessons are appropriate for use' by community
. college students; and that there is sufficient, althongh not complete, bquer-

age of topics in lessons of average to good quality. Differences of opinion
among authors and instrictors have created some minor problems”concerning

- ésome items and issues. ,One frequently shared opinion is that there should
be a larger number of alternate answerg that are acceptable, and that spelling

" mistakes should nqt be penalized. . .

Somé topics, such .as debits and credlts, journal entries, and special
jourhals, could be supplemented by new lessons. Other topics, such as. pay~
xoll systems, deferrals and accruals, personal income taxes, and payroll .
taxes, arenot currently covered in any lessons, and need to have new lessons
written for them.  Two instructors who have release time during Spring Semester
1976 will\be working at, developang new lessons on these topics. N

With one unfortunate exception, instructors were not significantly
" bothered by mechancial malfunctions during the fall semester. Except for
the fact that everyone would like to have more time available for students
@ to use PLATO outside of class, 'scheduling posed no serious problems.

.EKCI- 30
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ID NUMBER

COURSE INFORMATION

% -~ Namg-

,
*Enrdlliment )
échédule ' : '
PIATO Use

L
L]

Roster ; f
Curriculum ’ |
Lesson Source

Lesgon Preview /

ETS

COURSE EVALUATION

Level of Lessons
Quantity of Lessons
Quality of Lessons
% Lessons Previewed (approx.)
Sessions Affected by Faiiure

Would You Use Your Own Time
to Improve PLATC Ingtruction

_ INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION

First PLATO Contact

U of I'Bxtension Course
PLATO Lessons Desigped
PLATO Lessons Programmed
Releasé Time
Prior PLATO Use
Source of PLATO Training ’/,

~

. Years Teaching

Years at th#s Col e

L} | ¢

' Tenure

/

*Term beginning/end

.
n

-

-

Accountancy Instructor #1

-

Accounting Clerk (continuing}
10/9 o )

during class

i

review and practice
self ‘

self .

course catalog ‘.
yes .

no

R, N

-
M

appropriate
sufficient -

averagé

25%

2o0r 3

yes* .

Ms. Law (P.-leadef)

_none

1]

1]

none '
Spring 75 - Fall 75
site coordinator
no rséﬁonse '
1/2

no

31




w  #students

INTERVIEW SUMMARY -- Accountancy Instructor #1 .
No interview conducted. | -
- ‘ o ' ‘ hd
Accounting Clerk ) N
. n
D § ‘ o
! 1”} ‘.ﬂ:“.f’);‘”.ﬂn' L [l A l -l 1 oy L 1 1 lhr..
N . T — ¥ * T T ) -
e 2 4 6 8" 18, 12 14 16 18 2B
~ Usage distribution S : {
Totals: 10 students, 49 hours. RAverage: 4.9 ;
. - . \““
a N *
"a
3
’ ! 4, 1
L] . ‘
r )
‘ ”




_ \ o
- ID NUMBER Accountancy Instructor #2

N 1

"~ COURSC INFORMATION | | L
Name ' Adult Education Accounting - : .
*Enroliment . 28/15 |
Schedule. during class™ .
PL;T? Usa . ] replace claaswork, revicw and practice,
- . . replace homewoerk .
” Roster sdlf . ' .
Curriculum ’ self
¥  Lesson Source ) : U of I stafif, college PLATC staff,
- ’,“.‘ _course catalog
. Lesgon Preview L _ Yyes:
ETS ‘. ) | no .
COURSE EVALUATION ) '
‘ Level of Lessons . appropriate
) Quantity of Las;ons more than 3ufficient:
. Quality of Lessons . high
\“\\ % Lassons Previewed (approx.) . 100% -
. Sessions Af;fec‘.tedl.by Fﬂiiure 1 '
Would You Use Your Own Time no s
tp Improve PLATO Ingtruction o . .
* } * )
INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
First PLATO Contact ﬂi collage PLaﬁp staff
ﬁ of I Extension Course none )
.. PLATO Lessons Designed 1
PLATO Lessona‘?fogrammed ' 1
1 R&leaae Time " Spring 73
o Prior PLATO I‘.!se‘ . *  pring 74, Fall 75,
_Sdu}ce of PLATO Trainiﬁg -,,:L aelf, site coordinator, U of I staff
Years Teaching 8 ) Lt
Years at this College * -ﬁ . . : \,
- - yes .

’ 'I'enuref

e *Term beginning/end

‘ _.', ' ., o ' 33 . .l‘




! ID NUMBER Accountancy Instructor #2

COURSLC INFORMATION

Name e
" *Enrollment
Schedjle )

PLATO Use

Roster
Curriculum

Legson Sourcsa

2+

Leason Preview
ETS

COURSE EVALUATION
Level of Lessons
Quantity of Lessong
Quality of Lessons
$ Lassons Previewed (approx.)
Sessions Affected by Failure

Would You Use Your Own Time
to Improve PLATO Instruction
3

] ! .
INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
First PLATO Contabt

U of I Extension Course
PLATO Lessons Designed
PLATO Legsons Programmed
Release Time

Prior PLATO Use
Source of PLATO Training
Years Teaching

Yaars at this College

_9Tenuru

o
'ERIC'Term beginning/end

IToxt Provided by ERI

Introduction to Accounting - 2

73/52 (total 2 sections)

cuteide of class, terminals not reserved;
pccalional in=class use

;pplace classwork, review and practice;,
replace homawork

self ’
salf '

U of I staff, collegé PLATO staff,
course catalog

yas

posttests

apprnﬁriata
sufficisnt
high

100%

0 {both sections) f},/"\’“/,\"'

no

college PLATO staff

nonea

1

1

Spring 73 ;

Spring 74, Pall. 75

galf, gite coordinator, U of I staff
8— %

8

yea

34
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~

INTERVIEW SUMMARY -~ Accountancy InStructor #2

General ; ’ . t
PLATO'8 effect on student achiﬁvemenf ig mixed; it certainly helps p

some but for othiers it is no benefit. Approximately.65% of those helped .-~
are glower students and the remaining 35% are better students. On the
whole, students like it better because it is an interesting program and
provides them a me of review. Better studente find it unnecessary and
gome refuse to attend PLATO session. PLATO is a unique and different '
approach which provides effective review and reinforcement. Its disadvan- —
tages are itg insistence on rigid answer requirsments and its inability -
to discern typing errors from incorréct answers. A

PLATO is equal to homework and to a text. It is not as satiafactory
as class discussion. PLATO, however, is better than all other suggested
media and forms of instruction.

Use and Lessons N

PLATO was ugsed in class in the Adult Education coursa and out of clasas
in the Introduction to Accountahicy - 2 courses. PLATO was employed for review
and practice.and to replace homework. No change is planned for the future.

The text for the course waz Accounting Principles by Niswongar and reas.
PLATQ lessons ware gelected from the on-line index by Tom Lenehen £0 cor-
raspond 40 the chaptér order of the syllabug,

Journal entries probleme provided the best topics for PLATO and the
majority of lessons ware fairly good. Lessons involving journalizing and
posting made hest use 'of PLATO's speclal featurss. Lessons on journal entries,
classification of accounts, and spacial. journals bast £fit the instructor's
syllabue. While the learning level of most lessons is just right, the rlesson
on adjusting entries was too hard and provided too many of the same type of
.problems. '

In the future,; teachers should prepare the text of the lessons for the
profassionsl programmer to implement. More lessons should be dsveloped to
fit the syllabus of Accounting 102 and wew and existing lessons should not
require such strirngent typing requirements. \

Mechanics and Administration '

Technical malfurictions were minimal. This year rapresents an improvement
over past experiencas. No scheduling problems occurred.

Richard Neapolitan and Al Meers managed the class roster and Tom
Lenehen; Meers, and Neapolitan assisted the instructor in the use of PLATO.

PLATO reduces the role of the taacher in the classroom and, in this
instructor's opinion, this is a good thing; students learn more quickly and
painlesaly with PLATO. Moraeovar, PLATO can}be used to cover areas which .
would otherwise have to be skipped in class. So far, PLATO has had no
influence on the instructor's oaresr.

).
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ID NUMBER  Accountancy Instructor #3: . : . '\\ h )
_— N ~ \ .
COURSE INFORMATION . \\
Namé . B Introduction to Accounting -~ 1 ‘(3 sactions)
. *Enrollment g ‘ 106/73 (total 3 sections)
Schedule . - . during class ' ‘ _
PLATO Usa ' review and practice, supplem;n't hc;mework
Roster self ° |
_ Curriculum ‘ U of I staff .
Lesgon Source ‘ - coﬁrse-catalég, U of I staff
tedson Preview . Btme- )
ETS ) pretes';:g/, posttests, attitude surveys
. * L™ : e . ,.‘r
e :
| COURSE_EVALUATION . " ' Y
Level of Lessons appropriate
. Quantity of Lessons : sufficient ) )
. Quality of Lessons high
 Lessons Previewed (approx.) 508
Ssssioﬁa Affected.by Failure 30%
Would You Uge Your Own Time yas )
to Improve PLATO Instruction )
" t
INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION ' .
First PLATO Contact - collego‘ PLATO gtaff
U of I Extension Course - nofie ’
PLATO Lassons Designed 0 .
PLATO Lessons Programmed . 0 s
’ Release ™Mme - noha |
Prior PLATO Use Pall 74 - Fall 75
o Sourcc‘Bf PLATO Training site coordinator, asst site coordinator,
fellow instructer .
Yaars Teaching 13 ) {
e Years at this College 13
155 Tenura yas

*Term beginning/end
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ID NUMBER Agccountancy Instructor #3

St .

COURSE INFORMATION

Name Introdﬁction to Accounting - 2
*Enrollment ] C . 25/no response ’

Schedule . | outside of class, terminals not reserved
PLATO Use . review and pracfice, supplement homework
Roster self -
Curriculum U of I staff !

Lesson Source U of I staff

Legson Preview some

ETS - no

COURSE EVALUATION ' . .

Level of Lessons ) ' no response .
Quantity of Lessons no r;;ponse
Quality.of Leaao;s ’ no response
% Lessons Previewed (approx. ) no responsé |
- Sassiong Affected by Failure : no resgponse
‘Would You Usa Your Own Time no responge

to Improve PLATO Instruction

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION

“ First PLATO Contact college PLATO staff
A U of I Extension Course . none
PLATO Lessons Designed 0 !
PLATO Lessons Programmed 0 I '
Release Time ' ~ none l
Prior PLATO Use ' Fall 74 ~ Fall 75
Source of PLATO Training site coordinator, asst site coordinator,
J fellow instructor i
Years Teaching . 13
Years at this College 13
Tenure , ) . yes

*Tarm beginning/end

L N +




13

INTERVIEW SUMMARY -- Accountancy Instructor #3
General-

So far, the influéhce of PLATO on achlevement 18 not measurable and
the instructor reserves judgement until information 18 avallable that will
prove the worth of PLATO. ever, studenta seem to like it, perhapa
because i1t 18 new and novel) but at any rate 1t may provide a good adwenture
for the class. 1t can make learning painlesa and fun, although some students
are antagonlized by. the stumblig blocks of poor programmdng wiﬁh;n 1e330ns.-

PLATC 18 better than audio-tisual alds, althoygh it 18 worse than
homework, lecture, tutors, or dlacvssion. The ilnstructor prefers not to
try to judge it in compariszon’to other media or forms of instruction.

-

Use and legzaons ' 5

PLATC was used in class flor review and practice. 1In the future): the
instructer would use PLATO in the same way, although he would reduce class~
time allotted to less than one sesslon a week. \

. LY
. " - - . N

The taxt for the course wag Intrpductory Accountlng, eleventh editlon

by Niswonger and Fess. The lnstructox selected appropriate’ alementary PLRATO "

legaons from the on-line and hard-copy indexes.

The toplcas dsaling with material coversd at the beglnning of the
course were best, although no individual leasons were i8entified as particu-
larly good. Many lessonz use PLATO effactivaly and the impler lessons,
those approprlate to the firat two months of the course, fit his syllabus
beat. The learning level of most lesgons was approprlate.

No matter who authors lessons Iin the future, all need editorial .
review. While the subject matter coverage of exlstiny lessons 1ls adequate,
the instructor has given to the acgountancy coordinator, Dorothy Pondy,

a list of slggestions for improving present lsssons, including recommendations
for improvement of mechanlcs, content, and approach.

Mechanlcs and Administration

This lnstructor seamsad t© be uniquely troubled with severs machanical
defficulties. At times, ons~half the terminals were oparable; as a con-
gequence, students were frequently obliged to double up 30 no time would
be lost. However, no scheduling problems arose.

Al Meers managed the class roster and Lanehen, Pdndy, and Msars pro-
vided help in the use of PLATO. . i

ETS pretests, posttests, and attitude surveys wera given.

PLATO has made one day's teaching a week eagler for this instructor,
although it has squeezed the clasatime avallable t© cover the course
materlal. So far, the ilnstructor Bees no particular impact of PLATO on
the teaching profession.
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" ‘Accountancy Instructor #4
. ' g b
' COURSE_INFORMATION . : _ N i
. Nam‘ b ) - , \ . Introduction to Accounting - 1
 *Enrpliment A AL . _
\ % '\.SCh ulé - o : no response . | B R
} ' ) \re?r:l.'é‘w' and practice, supplement homework
. self “
. | el _ -
. "L:e son Source B N , - cou'rse‘ catalog ~ ’ .-
lesson Preview N .- . yes . R
ETS . L T _pretests, posttests, attitude surveys
. ) - T SR - s 'f
COURSE EVALUATION " '+ - B -
‘Level. of Lgssons R appropriate _‘ ) o o
e ' 'Quant;i.-bfy ‘of Lessens -~ . ,Euffigiernt e C ' - - - -
Quality of. Lesslons ‘ - ave;qgé . oo
"% Lessohs Breviewed (approx.}  50%
Se‘ssiolns' Affected by Failure 0 :
_Would You Use Your Own Time yes e i
to Improve PLATO Instruction : . o - T
INSTRUCTOR_INFORMATZON| " ’ .
" Pirst PLATO Contact & . U of I staff ‘
U of I Extension Course Spring 73, Videbeck, users '
PLATO Lessons Deqig;ned - 0 -
‘ 'PL_ATO ‘Lessons Prﬁgra;nmed | ) .0 - _ ¢
Release Time \\\ IR gtumer -75 .
Prior PLATO Use = - - Spring 74 - Fall 75
| Source of PDATO Training self, U of Ig’staff- .
N Years Teachlng : .\\\ 8 ! . .
Years at this College e
" Tenure : ' . mo ~ J
'| - }/ : ’ . *
] / ’
:\.\ *Term beginniﬁg/end ,
e - X . ‘




o gspgcially to el

: learning, or tlitors.

" comment on the adequacy or usefulness of the tests.’

-':NTERVIEW SUMMARY - Accounta:ncy

General

The instructor is not sure that PLATO has ma.dé-any significant effect .

on studerit achievement. He has not evaluated the achievement of students
either in this or previous semesterse Moreover, attrition rates seem the
same for classes with or without PLATO. In contrast, those students that
uée PLATD and 1lijke it in the flrst semaester want it in the second semester - -
course. Better students séem to like PLATO more, for it gives immediate

swers to questions, eliminating thé need to wait for the next class. '
PRATO helps students cover more-and forces them to do the work; every

stydent is" obliged to participate. If PLATO.has a principal disadﬂantage,

itfis tha® outside time is required of students unless classtime is SR

sa ificed , .

In genera\l, PLATO is better than a workbook, homework, -programed
The instructor is undecided about its comparison
toldrill and lab, ‘and it is not as satisfactory as the remaining kinds of

- in truction or jnedia,

Use and Lessons\
- )

The text for the\courSe was lewonger ‘and Fess' Accounting Principlesy
elefenth edition, and the appropriate practice sets for that text. Comple=
mentary PLATO lesspons were chosen from the couxse catalog and reviewed

ior to asszgnqen .

Topics covered 1n the first few weeks on journalizing suit PLATO

11. Especially good lessons are those on journalzzing, '
changes in balance sheet equations. The latter fits
-almogt perfectly with the material in the text. Lessons on special jourhals
‘used LATO'B unigque capabilities exceptionally well. The instructor noted
11de to be called by first names and those lessons
The learning level of the

inate those too easy or too difficult.

In the future, lessdns should be developed on materials appropriate
to second through ‘fourth \semeste.r of accounting work. New lessons for
entriés and special journals and sales purchase transactions, as well as
appropriate worksheets for both, should be developed. Both'new and existing
lessons should eliminate differences in terminology f£rom standard texts.

™

Mechanics and Administration
" Occasional terminal red-lighting posed the only mechanical problems
during the term. The instructor deliberately chosée a night class to avoid

scheduling problems. The instructor managed both the curriculum and the
roster himself. Mits Yamada and Dorothy Pondy provided general assistance
in the use of PLATO. -

L

ETS,pretests and posttests were given' althbugh the instructOr pas‘no

L]

oy
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Accountancy Instructor #4 -- continued

Ideally, instruction' in accounting should consist of, a combination
of PLATO and classroom work. The instructor would like to see one hour
of classroom-work with three hours of PLATO. On the whole, PLATO has
helped simplify teaching accounting; although it has had ho effect on
classroom work. The instructor did not estimate the effegt of PLATO on
his career, although he was aware that . the administration of hlS college
knew of his involvement with PLATO.

Introduction to Accounting - 1
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ID NUMBER

COURSE. INFORMATION

*. Name
*Enxrollment
Schedule . ;-
PLATO Use )

2 o'

Roster
Curriculum

Leéso9 Source

. Lesson Preview . #

ETS

chRSE EVALUATIGN -~
%evel of Lessonsr

Quantlty of Lessons .

. P

Quality of Lessons: .
! Lessons Previewed (approx.)
Sessions Affected by Failure

Would You Use Your Own Time
- to Improve PLATO Instruction

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
Firgt PIATO Contact
U of 1 Extension Course
PLATO Lessons Designed
PIATO Lessons Programmed |
Release Time

. Prior PLATO use*
Source of PLATO Traininyg
Years Teaching o
Years at this College

‘Tenurs

*Term beginning/end

Accountancy Instructor #5- - o

19 N o ) ], ‘,' \\

Introduction to Accounting = 1
'32/25 = o ’
during class

replace classrbam work

self

gélf |

U of I staff, college PLATO Staff
ves

- N9

appropriate

sufficient

average R SRR . e \<
50% . ' ..

0 _

fgllow instryctor
none
0

0 ' ,
none

Fall 7& - Fali 75

self, fellow instructor
13 '

13

yes

L%
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ID NUMBER Accountancy In$tructor #5

COURSE INFORMATION 1

Name .; ©* Introduction to ﬁccounting -2 X
*Enroliment’ o . 22/20 ' o -
. Schedule L outside of class, teminals not reserved . "-\k

PLATO Use . ‘ ’ review and practice . ” )

Roster N self | o X

Curriculum ° B ‘self

Lesson Source o course catalog - ;»

Lesson Preview } _ .no o

ETS . - ne

COURS;E‘:‘ EVALUATION

Level of Lesséns _ - 'approp:iaie

Quaqxity.of Lessons sufficient’

Quality of Lessons ' average ; - B
' A Lessons Previewed (approx ..} 0% . » ‘ E ' N
Sessions Affected by Failure ) 0 ‘ - ’/D
Would You Use Your Own Time no -

to Improve‘PLATo Instruction

INSTRUCTOR;INFORHATION

"First PLATO Contact fellow instructor
Uof I ‘Extension Course none
PLATO Lessons Designed . 0 ’
PLATO Lessonsg Programmed 0
Release Time & ' none .
Prior PLATO Use  Fall 74 = Fall 75 ’jtlb
Scurce of PLATO Training - self, fellow instructor -
Years Teiching 13 .
Years at this College . 13

- Tenura 1 _ . ‘yes .

o 1‘

*Term beginning/end ///




INTERVIEW SUMMARY ~- Accqimtancy InStructor #5
General

- *  Use of PLATO suffered because of the strike by the community college
. teachers in the City Colleges of Chicago system. Iost time is particularly
” troublesome in the use of PLATO for, at least to this instructor, more can
be' covéred in class in .the same amount of time. There seems to be no
difference in attitude toward PLATO among ability groups. PLATO does pro-
vide good class supplement for students -intrigued by rovelty: it heightens
interest -in the course. However, mechanical’ problems, such as inoperative
terminals, 1imit its use, as does unfamiliarity among students about the
use. of the system. ! .

Use and Lessons ' S ‘ _ .

PLATO was used during claestime to replace some classroom instruction;
no change-in uge is planned in the future, although the instructor would
like students to-‘be azble to drop in to use PLATO as a class supplament and ’
not as a substitute.

LB - =
-"

T - Phe course was assigned Introductory Accounting, eleventh edition, by

Y Niswonger and Fess, and homework problems. PLATO lessons recommended by

‘ ~» University of Illinois etafF members and by PLATO etaff at the college were
selected to fit the-.course syllabus. Most 9f the topics covered in the index
fit. The lesson on the workstieet the instructor thought particularly good.
All the accounting lessons are sufficibntly interactive to make good use of

. " PLATO's special characteristics, and all the’lessone fit. the instructor's

& Syllabus. The learning level of the lesson Adjusting Entries wae too
difficult, although the majority of lessons are ‘satisfactory. If there is
a general complaint, it is that lessons are too .long, especially the lesaon
Special Journdls. ..

A1)

' No specific suggeetions for lesson improvement were nnttd) aXthough-
the instructor did feel that the available lessons were designed more for
the use of University of Illinois students; they did not fit easily with

his text.

Méchanics and Administration

No mechanical problems occurred nor did scheduling problems except for
the fact that insufficient term;nals were available for the class.

Laboratory aides managed the roster of the course and Dorothy Pondy
provided agsistance in the use uf PLATO.

) The course had no ETS contact.
The instructor estimates that PLATO will have a miniwal effect on the

\ teaching profession. It certainly will not replace a teacher. 8o far, it
has had no effect either on his classroom teaching or on his career.

Q . \ 4:7
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' Accduntancy Instructor #5 ~- continued *#

.Introduction to Accounting = 1 !

i *s{ﬂdgnts
A

Usage d\gtribution'
Totals: gl'studehts, 91 hours. Average: 2.9
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1D NUMBER .Accountancy Instructor #6

COURSE INFORMATION

. Name T Introduction to Accounting -1
‘%Erirol lment . s/ . . - .
Scﬁeaule ' during class; ocutside of clasas, terminalsJ
: : not reserved \
PLATO Use " replace classwork, review and practice,
. supplement homework
Roster salf
Curriculum self
Lesson\ﬁource . course catalog
Lesson Preview , ‘ yes
ETS \ . pretests, posttaests, attitude surveys
- GOURSE EVALUATION ! : : \
Leval of Lessons .o response S
Quantity of Lessons no response
Quality of Lessons " no reabonse
% Lessons Praviewod.(approx.) no regponse
Sesgions Affected by Failure no iesponse o
Would You Use Your Own Time no response ‘ .
to Improve PLATO Instruction
INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION _
First PLATO Contact U of I staff, fellow instructor -
U of I Bxtsnsion Courss Spring 73, Videbeck, users
PLATO Lasgons Designed 5+ v
PLATO Lassons Programmed 0 //“ : !
Release Time : noﬁylt rE )
Prioxr PLATO Usa Fall 74 &+ Fall 75
Source of PLATO Tralming— | ;sﬁlf, cradit course, sits coordinators,
: . Uof L s ff
Years Teaching \  3 6
Years at this College FO ,
Tenure gﬁ fio
"
. *"Term beginning/end 4 | 49 _ ’ e
Q . . - o
- , : ~ A L !
e
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY -- Accountancy Instructor #6

General .
No general aseassment can be made of PLATO's influence on student
achievement. At times, it eeems to help; some students however will not
try to puzzle out answers and will go through the motions of using PIATO
on a kind of trial and error baeis until they get right answers. There
is little feedback from students about their attitudes toward PLATO.
Better students geem to like it mere; slower students like it less and
see 1t as one more opportunity for fallure. PLATO's principal advantages
is that it provides a one-on~one relationship. No student can hide from
his terminal as he can from the instructor in the classroom. PLATO's
disadvantage is that it may permit some students to play .around with the
equipment and fail to complete lesasons or fail to understand the lessons
they do complete.
. - . ] -
PLATO 18 a better aid than laboratory, programmed learning, workbooks,
homework. It is not as good as a text, drill, lecture, tutors, or class
discussion. : ' '

-

Uee and Lessons

PLATO was used one day a week as a replacement for classtime. Lesaons
ware used to replace class instruction, forreview and practice, and teo
supplement homework. Students were_alsc permltted to uee terminals with-
out reservation as they were avallable for review.- In the future, the
instructor would like to have a less rigld schedule. Sometimes the class
is not ready for the scheduled PLATO lesson at the hour scheduled for PLATO.

The course reqilred Accounting Principlee, elsventh edition, by Nig-
wonger and Fess, a workbook, and some dltto sheets provided by the lnstruc-
tor. PLATO lessone were selected from the printed catalog:; the instructor
rreviewad all lessons before they were assigned. Those toplce which
required the student to participats and to produce anewere, for exampls
Journal Entries, sult PLATO best. The most satlefactory leseons were
Changes in Balance sheet Equations and Classification and Norxmal Balances.
Thase lesgongs not only pleasad the instructor, tha studants lucceode@ wall
" in them. Many lessons £it the lustructor's syllabus and thosa with game
approaches, especially Spacial Journals, make baest use of PLATO's apacial
capabllities. The learning lavel of most lassons ls satisfactory:; none
are toc easy and the laeson on income statements is too hard.

Mechanics and Administration

Although there was never a total fallure of the systam, some red-lighting
interrupted use as did a lack of sufficient terminals. The instructor had
no scheduling problems except for the fact that hs would like mora Tlaxible
scheduling and more opportunity for students to drop in to use PLATO at
thelr convenlence. Errol Magidson managed the rostar and Tom Lenehen helpad
with general problems with PLATO. The instructor has taken ths users course
from Dr. Videback.

50
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Accountancy Instructor #6 -~ continued ) : ' ’,ﬁ) )
ETS pratests, posttests, and attitude surveys were given.

PLATO's influence on the teaching profession can only be good. It may :
not affect classroom work greatly but it can supplement it efficliently.

S
| Lo
Introduction toiaccounting -1 .’ -l
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Usage distribution |
Totals: 35 students, 298 hours. Rverage: 8.5
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ID NUMBER Account&hcy_Instructor #7.

COURSE INFORMATION

Name
*Enrollment
Schedule

PLATO Use
Roster
Curriculum
Lesson Source
Lagson Preview
ETS

COURSE EVALUATION
Level of Lasscns
Quantity of Lessons
Quality of Lessons
% Lessons Previewed (approx.)
Sessions Affected by Failure

Would You Use Your Own Time
to Improve PLATO Instruction

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION |
Pirst PLATO Contact

U of 1 Extension Course
PLATO Lessons Designed -
PLATO Lessons Programmed
Releage Time

Prior PLATO Use

Source of PLATO iraininq

Yearg Teaching
vearsg at this College

Tenure

*Term beginning/end

Introduction to Accounting .- 1

37/22 '

during ¢lass

revisw and practice, suppiement homework
salf '
self

tourse catalog, U of I staff

yes ‘ :
pretests, posttests, attitude surveys

appropriate
sufficient _
high ‘ /
25 R
1 1/2

Yes

college PLATO staff
Spring 7%, Jordan, intro
2

0

none,

Spring 74 - éall 75

self, credit course, site COOfdinators:
U of I staff, fellow instructors

9 1/2
8 1/2
yes

-~
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ID NUMBER  Accountancy Instructor-#7 -~
COURSE INFORMATION co s v
" Name : Introduction to M@ounting - 2 -
" *Enrollment : . 36/27 '
2 Schodull . . durix'}g class :
PLATO Use review and practice, nuppldine;i\t honework
Roster ' :el:f | e
Curxiculum : '. self |
Lesson’sourcc course catalog, U of I staff
Lesson Preview ves ’ o .
ETs no
) COURSE_EVALUATION C
- Level of Lessocns appropriate
Quantity of Lasscns sufficient
\ Quality of Lassons X h:'lgh
% Lessons Praviewed (approx.) 50% . \—J
‘ Sessions Affected by Fallure , 0 ‘
3 Wotld You Ulse Your Own Time . Yes -
SN to; .Imp{ove PLATO Instruct’i}on o
. ot g - \‘II * . .
'INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 1\ R - X
First PLATO Contact I:f o cofl..l,e'ge- PLATO staff .
U of I Extension Course’ " Spring 75, Jordan, intro
PLATO Lessons Dasigned 2 j '
PLATO Lassons Programied 0
Releagse Time none q
" . Prior PLATO Use © . Spring 74 -~ Pall 75°
' Source of PLATO Traixiing . self, credit éou::se, site coordinators,
_ . ] ’ U of I staff, fellow instructors
) Years Teaching ) 1 .9 1/2 '
Years at this College ' 811/2 :
Tenure ' ' yas |

' *Term beglaning/end

¢
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ID NUMBER Accountancy Instructor

COURSE INFORMATION |
Hane
*Enrollment
Schequle
"PLATO ﬁso‘ B
Roster
Curriculum

Lesson Source

Lasson Preview
ETS

COURSE EVALUATION
Level of Lassons
Quantity of ﬁcssOns
Quality of Lessons

%t Lessons Previawed {approx.)
- Sessions Affected by Failure

Would You Use Ydur Own Time
to Improve PLATO Instructlion

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
First PLATO Contact . B
U of I Extension Course
PLATO Lessone Designed
PLATO Lessons Pregrammed
Release Time
Prior PLATO.Usc
Source of PLATO Training

Years Teaching
Years at this College r
T(nué; ‘

*Term beginning/end

ERIC

IToxt Provided by ERI

47

€ost A&Eountinq
37/3%2 "y
during class ‘
review and practice, supplement homework
eelf '
eelf

course catalog,tU of I staff

yas

1no

appropriate

sufficient - \
high

(121

H

Yes

college PLATO staff

Spring 75, Jordan, intro

2 ‘ .
0

none

Spring 74 - Fall 75 .

self, credit course, site coordinators,
U of*l staff, fellow instructors «

012 7 : o .
g1/2 7
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' INTERVIEW SUMMARY —- Accountancy Instructor #7

Geﬁeral

PI.A'IO s effect:l.veness seems to depq\d on the abil:.ties of the us:.ng o
group.. For good students, it has a pos:.tixqe influenge; for poor students, .
it is of very little use unless the students.themselves are quite deter-
mined. It dces, however, provide an alterri’ate\epprcach Some students 1
are, unfortunately, against machines in general. -PLATO is too impersonal 1-

for thém. A cross section of students, however, like \PLATO. PLATO provides |

an-alternate media which can reinforce effectively. IE students are inter-

ested in the material, PLATO will produce a better uridérstanding, Some

students, however,” are afrald of \PI.ATO and some are too indifferent to use

it. Some such d:.fficult:l.es may rbsult from frustration with prcgraming and
' mechan:l.cal .diff:t.cult:l.es. of the, sys‘tem. -,,f.._ i

}
_..-a-/

PLATO id better than prpgramrnec‘l "iearnmg and: 1aboratory. although it \'. b

is not as ‘s:at:.sfactory as homework an% Wt is diff:l.cult to compare with
{cther media or other fcrms of mstruo%:.cn.

3

"M

S .. .
Ly Vs - [
\,'. . o, - .

.

o

g Use and Lesscn.s" .

i

L PLATO was used durzl.ng classtime f‘cr review. and pract:l. aﬂnd to supple.-
nt homework. In the future, the instructor’ would' like stidents to be
. le to use PLATO on a casual basis but difficult:.eg in scheéduling may"

-preclude this, - .
. The instructor's ccurses in Business 101 and 102 used N:. nger and
Fess' Accounting Principles and practice sets available for, the. text..
Appropriate PLATO lessons were selected to supplement chapters f the text
covere in class and were ‘assigned to be used: coﬁcurrently w:l.th.,\t_he' relevant’

u c]:ai terials. SO
) 4 ' \' K
Topitcs covered in the early part of the course, espec:.ally prcced .

es b\e\st fit the syllabus for 101; \lessons on. corpOratJ.ons,
w01§§ing capital,. and inventcry urnover best suited.
102. Th learning level of most lessons was satlisfac ry, although somg,
) was too difficult. Fil):l‘alljh many 101 lessons
seemed toibe no more than t@anspos:.tion of the text'onto PLAJD: it is the
. 102 lessons that more ful&y eprbikPLATO's unigque - char:hct}tics,
In th futmre, néw material shculéi'be deve oped on the reccmmendations
of the classroom teacher, New lessons ‘taxes \should be prepared and both
new’ an(i cldileé ons should be wr:l.tten to p vide alternate answers.

Mech

J_nistrat:.cn ‘ . , b \‘

T ‘_ II ‘oo class séssions were lost to meché.n:l.cal fa:.lure, and at times
% students had, to double up on termjnals because of the class size. Scheduling :
\has been a rgal pi;oblem for the class that meéts at 8: 40 in the evening since i

. the .library ¢loses at 9:00 p.m. The instructor has also had to peolice the |

\ terminals to lget qtudents from previous classes off so that his students can '

“ use  PLATO..

I
0
[

Fr : i : - . ™

n

£

est suit PI.ATO Most lessons seemed adequat& Lessons on \

Oa

N

A

\

#
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n'l:mued
| L. . ¢ v '
. The instructOr mana ed' the lass roster h:unself with the assistance of [
_ Al Meers and Jack: Jaimeson,/ Jame Son, Meers, and Richard Neapo].:l.tan alsc .

\ i

: "-prﬂvide\d help in using P TO. e . D .

. Accountancy I/pstractor #?u -7-

.

E;[(S tests were giv" to hoth PLM‘.’O sections and te the contro]. sect:l.ons. v

/E'LATO bath forc : and mot:l.vates the instructor to do a better classroom o
It permits him to. get &loser to his, students and get to know them

t may have affected h:n.s career by expand:.ng his vision

to grow -as a teacher. . : I\ o

Usage distribution . : _ .
) Totalsv 38 §xugents,,316 hours. - Average: 8.3

-H s
v‘/ Introduct:l.on to Accodnt:l.ng -2

{;,M % , \ 3 ,

;o o
- \?
o SHHE |

¢ ' * e e

| pLil .o, 1 Y- — = hrs
s ¥ 2 4 6 8- 18 12 14 16 18 28 . .
4 . 5 :

Usage distribution - o
Totals: 48 students, 77 hours., FRverage: 1.9
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i ID NUMBER Accountancy Instructor

-

CQUESE_INFORMATEON .

_‘ Name

y *Enrollment

. Schedule ‘ v

PLATO Use d
Roster

Curriculum .
Lesson Source' :
Lesson Preview \

ETS - ‘

COURSE EVALUATION

“ ? Level of Lessons
‘Quantity of Lessons
Quality of Dessons
% ‘Lessons Previewed (approx.)
Sessions Afﬁected by Failure

Would You Use Your Own Time
to ImprQVe PLATO Instructlon

e

8

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
* First PLATD Contact

U of I Extension Course
. PLATO Lessons Designed
' PLATO Lessons Programmed
Release Time
Prior PLATO Use
Source of PLATO Tra:l.ning a
. Years Teachlng -
Years at this College

\Tenure

4

rerm beginning/end

M:.\\\
58 L
TN

#s C | | )

1
L}

Accéunting Curricylum, including:
Introduction to adgounting - 1, Learning

Lab (credit), Learning Lab (non-credit)

120/120 (all data aggregated)
outside of clasé, terminals not reserved
review and practice, supplement homeﬁork
self

self o

course cataloyg -
yes

no

appropriafe
sufficient
high :
50%

no class use . v

no . : >

college. PLATO staff )
none ' -

0\

-

none . e
Fall 75 . e _ ,
self, fellow 1nst£ug§or
10 _ -
1.1/2

no
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_INTERVIEW SUMMARY -~ Accountancy Instructor #8°

. A

General ﬁ\\\\\ ' o . L
- T - 4]

PLATQ is an excellght\énpplement to coursework for poor students H
but it is of questionable value for good students. It is not an adequate
substitute for classroom work. For all students generally it is at least
equal to other teaching aids and clearly superior to some tutors. Good .
visual presentakion and guick response make it tHe best visual aid instruc-
tion available. However, some topics ®mre not covered and othexs covereﬂ
poorly. Moreover, some lessons present material differently than the -,
instructor would.  These considerations, together with the michanical

. unreliability of the systém, preclude its use as a classtime replacement
.in the near future. Moreover, good typing skills are required, and some - -
students tend to hit the wrongd execute key. - : -

. __?ﬁ-

Use anﬂ Lessons . ' ;

The system was used as a voluntary supplement to classroom wWork.' l
Although studénts in difficulty were instructed.to use PIATO and) were
strongly advised to comply, no classroom time was set apart for use.
Students could use PLATO at their convenience, and an open block of time
was scheduled for all accounting students who wished to use PLATO terminals.
No evident problems with this arrangement were encountered. HNiswonger and
Fess' Accounting Principles, eleventh edition, and the accompanying practice
sets 2 and 3 were the primary teaching materials. Study guides were also
used hy students 1n Learning Lab.

PLATO lessons which paralleled the textbook lessons were chogen from
the descriptions provided in the PLATO lesson catalog. PLATO materials
chosen varied in quality. The instructor liked best the lessons on Classi~
Eication of Accounts, Classification and Normal Balances, Inventories, and
Notes and Interest. The instructor -did not like theé\ presentation of lesson
on Changes in Balance Sheet Equations: apd’did not usé; eitheér the lessons
on Income Statements or General Ledger because they were too difficult.
Students appeared to like least the lesson on Bank Reconciliation.

Mechanics and Administration ra N

w3

The instructor and another accounting instructor jointly managed rosters
for all students who wished to use PIATO. Additionally, she managed her own
curriculum. . Terminal Halfunctions and ayatem downt posed no problems
except for one hang-up in an instructor file. T

&’

M%“““* instructor is interested in designing, but n

lesson © yrolls. She has had no contact with ETS ing the semester. .
Recommendations . . . . ) ;

1

Lessons could be improved by reviding them t0 make questions explicit
and by revising programs to accept alternate correct .answers. Special em~
" phasis should be placed. on distinguishing the letter 1 from the number 1.
The accounting resoureés could be enriched by the'addition of lessons on ,
payrall and deferrals and accruals. All faculty should be encouraged to use .
PLATO as a supplemantary aid. ' o "

. ot
4+
' +

59, . . ¢
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Accountancy Instructor #8 =-—.continued .

Accounting Curriculum

bt
)
Y
J _
+
.9
% A
5 .ﬂ \
‘.”n } .I_I: .H:ﬂ.nl_n.n:n.n{n. :n_. L } Ln_lhr._s
B 2 4. 6 8 . 19, 12 14 16 18 7.4
‘Usage distribution Introduction to Accounting - 1
Totals: 56 students, 277 hours, ‘Bverage: 4.9
N
+
-.-§ -
2
T3]
*
5 _
\h‘ ‘
_n.n;_.'l‘lgrl. :n. } + } .I"I= ' ln. } s } .l'i:'hr.s
# 2 4 6 8 18 12 14 16 18 .28 °
Usage distribution \‘ Learning Lab (credit)
Totals: 11, students, 61 hours. Average: 5.5
| 2] o
:
J .
+
T3]
%
5 » | |
| .\g[l\u‘l-llﬂ. ;_H.n:rl. :ri. TR } t :n. $ L | hrs
7 2 - 4 6 8 18 12 14 16 18 28
Usage distribution bearning Lsb (non-credit)
o Totals: 19 studants, 95 hHours., Average: 5.9

ERIC  ° \ , 98
ERIC * - 60




ID NUMBER Accountancy Instructor
COURSE INFORMATION
Name

5
4

" *Enrollment '
S8chadule \\\

PLATO Use

Roster
Curriculum
Lesson Source
Legson Preview
ETS

COURSE EVALUATION
" Level of Lessons
Quantity of Lessons
Quality of Lessona- _
A’ Legsons Previewed (approx.)
Seasions-nffecteé by Failure

Would You Use Your Own Time
to Improve PLATO Instruction

- ;§§TRUCTOR INFORMATION
Ié‘ First PLATC Contact ,
U of I Extension Course
PLATO Lgssons Designed .
PLATOQO Lesgons Progra&mad
" Release Time '
Prior PLATO Use
Source of PLATO Training
¥ Years Teaching
Years at this Collage,"

Tenure

*Paym beginning/end

no

35

#9

-

Accounting Curriculﬁﬁ, includings
Learning lLab (credit), lLearning Lab
(non-credit}, Introduction to Accounting ~ 2

110/ (all data aggregated)

outside of class, terminals reserved:
outside of class, terminals not reserved

réview and practica, Supplement homework,
raplace homework, replace class {nstruction
(iearning Lab ounly)

sgall . .
self, fellow teacher (Intro to Accounting only)

]

course catalog

some . ¢
no | ;
x ;E
\ . .
_a};.lpropr:'i.ate
less than gufficient 13 )
high h Lo
50% ;

no class uge

.
’
:

coyége PLATO staff ,

néne

0

]

D

none

\I:j'all 74 ~ Palil 75 _

self, site coordinator, U of I staff
10 '

6

yee

61
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IﬁTERVIEW SUMMARY ~- Accountancy Instructor #9 . - "

Gaeneral

PLATO is a tool of variable effectiveness for differin
different classes. For some it is excellent; others it ankAgonizes, ]
‘and for that reason it is a fine supplementary aid to cladsroom instruction,
but one whose use sghould be optional. PLATO can providé individual drill
and angwer individual questions a teacher has little or no time for.

It teaches and corrects without intimidating or rasging the student.
It is especially valuable in Learning Lab. )

PLATO's chief disadvantagas are its occagional mechanical unreliability
and its lack of human "warmth." Stugents cbject to losing credit for a
completed lesson whan the aystam fails.

Although PLATO is a valuable aid; t cannot in itself replace
instructors or text books. It is about equal to a tutor but much less
expensive than a staff of competent tutors. It can supplement, hut not
replace, workbooks.

Use
PLATO was used as a supplement to classroom work in Accounting 101,

102, 203, and lLearning -Lab. Each sfudent was assigned a sequence of lessons

that suited his courge and needs. In Léarning Lab students were given c¢rpdit

for completing a sequence of lessons. In the.other courses, students cglld

earn up to 100 points by completing a sequence of lessons. The poings -

gould then be used to replhce a low test grade. By this use, poorep

students were helped while more able ones were not penalized.

approximately 50% of the students. Individual sequences were/prepared for
the remainde¥. The standard sequences were 1) 090, Bookkeeping, 2) 101,
first semester, 3) 102, second semester, 4) 20] - 203, Intérmediate and
Cost Accounting, and 5) Special, a sequence made necessayy by the change
from trimesters to semesters. The "special" sequence ptovided make-up
work for students who had taken Accounting 101 under the trimester system
and who had not had about 1/3 of the material includdd in the naw 101
syllabus. They ware responsible for learning the phke-up material on their
own time. The instructor chacks once a waek on qﬁch student's progress
through his sequence of lessons., 7 3

/

In the future, PLATO should be used a:?;ﬁ’integral part of at least

two 101 clasases and two 102 classes, but students should be permitted to
salact the PLATO sections. PLATO should b de avallable to any instructor
or student who would like to use it on an/optional basis, but intransigence
on the part of the faculty will probably/praevent its universal uss or its
use to capacity.

LY
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éBuntancy Instructoxr #9 -- continued
Lesgons

The instructor used Niswonger andFess' Accounting Principles in 101
and 102, which were supplemented by practice set 2 in 101 and practice
set 3 in 102. Early materials, e.g., debits and credits, journal entries,
and T-accounts are best suited to PLATO. Most PLATO lessons were satis-
factory, with the exception of Accrual Accounts which works in 102 but
not in 101; Special Journals which is not elaborate enough} and Compound
Interest which is too mechanical and does not sufficiently iemphasize
rresent values and discounted cash flows. A lesson on pay:blla would be
welcome. The learning level of the lessons seems satisfact@ry.

The lessons which best fit the topice in 102 were Accrual Concepts,
Accounting for Stockholders' Equity, Long Term Liabilities, Straight tine
and Effective Rates, Long Term Investments, Temporary Investments, Cost
vs. Equity, Introduction to Cost Accounting, Process Costing, Job-Oxrder
Costing, Cost Clagsification, Standard Costing I, Standard Costing II,
Operational and Production Budgeting, Planning and Control, Break—-Even
Analysis, Funds Flow, Puhds Statement, Capital Budgeting, Non-Manufacturing
Cost, Cash Budgeting, and Compound Interest.

“The 203 sequence included some of the same lgssons as 102: Accrual
Concepts, Introduction to Cost Accounting, Process Costing, Job=-Order
Costing, Cost Classifiication, Standard Costing I, Standard Costing II,
Qperational and Production Budgeting, Planning and Control, Break—-Even
Analysis, Incremental Analysis, Capital Budgeting, Non-Hanufacturing
Costs, and Compound Interest.

In the future, lessons should be developed by the joint efforts of
user-faculty and programming author.

Machanics and Administration . y
Some mechanical but no scheduling problems occurred. The instructor
was helped by Judy Sherwood and especially by Dorothy Pondy.

The instructor's offer to add other instructors' students to his own
roster was mat with a response of 20 names from one instructor.

PLATO has affacted the instructor's role as a teacher by channeling
his interests into instructional methods other than the traditional class-
room.* As a consequence, he how spends approximately 40% of his time in \
the Learning Lab, where he hag virtually asaumed ragponsibility for the
use of PLATO in accounting there.

63
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Accountancy Instructor #9 == continued

Accounting Curriculum

w #students

_H.'n,ﬂ. RIN I R ', e s
-4 6 8

a 2 14 12 14 16 18 24 . -

Usage distribution Lear_r-}ing Lab (non-credit)
Totals: 31 students. 162 hours. HAverage: 5.2

v, #stydents

[ 2 4 g 8 18 12 14 16 18 29

Usage distribution  Introduction to Accounting = 2
Totals: 43 students, 278 hours. Average: 6.5

[J]
o+«
&
.j 1
! L[]
¥
5 - -
;n_Ln:n. } N !n.ngn'.nt aﬁ:”.ﬂ; ;_nJ_L r }n.'rL; hrs

g 2 4 6 8 19 12 14 16 18 29

Usdge distribution Learning Lab (credit)
Totals: 2\{ students, 192 hours. Average: 9.1
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Wright College) committed to the use of PLATO in their courses and {(2F .

* beginning a regular program of frevision and develcpmmnt cf PLATO ccugﬁeware .
by the qolleges themselves. o .
Implemantatﬂon . ' _ - .:\\.

Introduction

‘be‘unable to remain with the project, a raeplacement was hired in May 1975,
‘providing a three-month overlap of positions in order to insure continuity

-ductory course decided to Join the project.” This resultsd from U of I ggaff

41

SUBJECT COORDINATOR'S SUMMARY -~ BIOIOGY

The first staff member was hired to coordinate courseware development '
for the Community College Project biology program in August 1974 just prior
to the start of the field test. The biology coordinator maintained all the
curriculum-related activities until January 1975, when two part-time pro- - -
grammers were added. When it was learned that the first coordinator would °

@f management,  The biology staff now consists of two full-time-members,
a ceordinator and a proframmer.,’

The curriculum was ccmpiled frcm,the ‘biology lessons which had been - -
written by University of Illinois and city Colleges of Chicago faculty for
use at thé several campuses in Chicago and at Urbgna-Champaign. buring the
firset year of the field test, 1974-75, faculty were- trained. in the use of
PLATO. - Curriculum revisicn also was begun. ~ - ) .- “

Despibe limited staffing, the biclogy group has fulfilled two major RN
objactivas: (1) establishing a“itable group of instrictor-usere in the
City Colleges of Chic;§o (Kennedy-King College, Malcolm X Collage, and

o

Participation in the field test can be correlated with a U of I extcnaicn
course, "Introduction to' PLATO." During the three academic semesters immedi~-
ately praceding the field test, Fall 1972 - Spring 1973, six biology instruc-
tors at Kennedy-King and one from Wright enrolled in the course to learn
TUTOR, the programming lanquage of PLATO. Upon completion of the course,
these instructors were given release time by the colleges to'writa biology

lesson paterials. When the field test commenced in 1974, five of the saven
beagan 4.E.ng PLATO ragularly in their courses. One teacher of the seven did
not bagfh using PLATO until Fall 1975. Two additional instructors at Kennsdy-

Xing and one at Malcolm X alsc joined the program. These eight instructors
provided centers of interest at the three city colleges. Their presericae,
snthusiasm, and personal commitment stimulated interest among their colleagues.
During the first year of the field tdst four more instructors, three from
Kennedy-King and one from Wright, took the introductory course. Of these,
one was a current user, two bsgan using PLATO in Spring 1975, and the fourth
in Pall 1975. In Spring 1975 sleven mora ysers who had not taken the intro- \

sefforts, the interest generated by the pressnce of PLATO terminals at the |
sites, and the enthusiasm of fallow teachers who were using PLATO. The
biology coofdinator introducad these nawest instructors to PLATO'S instructor
mode, including the on-line management of class rogters and curriculum, and
the available biology lassons. The coordinator rscommended lessons which ¢
corresponded to the courss curriculum fequirtments and provided them with

l -

-
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-hard~copy catalogs of bilology lessons. The coordinator alsngave advice -
‘concerning the implementation of PLATO lessons, including the importance
,of previewing lessons prior to thelr assignment to students.

" Rt the beginning of the gecond semester of the field test, twenty-two
instructors, eleven of whom had had formal training in PLATO, had partici~
pated in the program. Of the twenty-two users, only four did not continue

f' to use PLATO in their courses in Fall 1975., All four were first~time users
and none had taken the  PLATO extenslon course. In that same term, howsver, & .
thres new faculty, including two former members of the PLATO extenslon courses,
bagan .to use PLATO. These twenty-one teachers taught thirty~six pLATO~
agsslsted courses to 1,072 gtudents for a total of 5,560 hours of bilology
instruction on PLATO. All instructors have expressed a desire to continue
to use PLATO. '

Throughout these three semesters, tha Community College Project ‘blology N
staff hag asplsted users via alactronic communications and by staff visits.
These respongibilities have diminished as the college faculty bacome more
independent of CERL in.preparation for the conclusion of the projact.

Coursaware

At present the blology curriculum includes elghty~two lassons grouped
w.iyin fourteen topics. sSome of the blology coursewars was developad by the

city collgge faculty’ in fact, the opportunity to use their own leszsons

not only provokéd,initial interast among city college faculty, but also Hn)

has helped to retain confinuing enthusiasm. Other lessons available to

the city colleges were developed bythe Universitf’of Illinols faculty r

and staff at both the Urbana~Champaign and "the £hicago Cirole campuses for

+ dge at those schools. All the introductory bdology‘lesnana have baen
anterad in an on-line index and in a hard—gdby cataloy. Both' ‘indexes are
reviged as new lessons become avallable.. The hard-copy catalog expandd the
. information in the on~line index. Eagp ahtry includes (1) a statement of o
lasacn objectives, (2) an outline of -tontents, including branching activities,
- and (3) a statement of aasumed entrance Mehavidr. Because there was little

time for organized curriculum davelopm#ft ‘and evaluation of biology materials
bafora the field test began, the lessons represented a variety of quality
and degrae of completsnels‘4/hlthough thé opportunity for instruotors to
write and implement thair own lessons wae a great gource of enthuslasm and
interast among faculty, the lassons sometimes lacked the sophistication of
design and programming that 1is nccessary to make tham easy for etudante to

. uge. Moreover, lesSons designed for ona student popﬁlation did not always
work well for a different audilence. \

\ Ag a partial ramedy, curriculum review was be&un during the-field test,

with the active participation of the city college instrugtors. Thelir xoles

e devolopment of curriculum intensified the commitment of partici~ j’
pat faculty. Several instructors received releas‘ tite “For the spring -
and ar of T97S+--Meatings ware hald in-S;ﬂ. ;
development procedures. At this time deaidng were submittad for new lassons
addressed specifically to the nasts “f the clty college curriculum and
&dﬁ afica. In the follow;»ﬁ ;ummer the lessons wera programmed. Pall 1975
sassions warae devoteq“: ely to a review of existing material. Project

: A \ .
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_ activities for Spring 1976 inolude development of lessons for topics
" currently without lesgon coverage, a.¢., endocr &, eXcratory, and -

nervous systems. Three biology faculty hava bean“givan release time in .
. Spring 1976 to pursus this work. Cunricular rnviaw'maati 8 will ccntinuc .
to ‘be hald. . . .y ) -

)Aﬁilalgla during Fall 1975 ‘were pertinent to

city colleges, including a two semester in ,
tory (101 = 102}, a two ssmester course w {114 - 112), and a

two samaster anatomy and physio] courp®. with labOratory (126 - 127).
Approximately thirty-threes 1 ris perféin to the -101 or 111 curriculm,
ingluding Cellular Structure amll - Pun ion, Basie Chemistyy, Photosynthesis,
Respiration, and Body Systes. ' Thi ty-five pertain to 102 or 112, including
Reproduction, Developments, Ganai;icl, Evolu‘!:ion, and BEcology. Sixteen

lessons, chiefly from thoke for’ 101 or 111 relate to the 126 - 127 sequance.

&
hal
-
*

Use

" Most inltructorl h&vc chosén to/ use the 1enon'l as raview and practicc
“exercises; orily rarely are lessons ysed to replace classroom inltruct:lon,
although recently some experimentation with different modes of uss has bsgun
At o ‘time has- CERL prescribed how/the system should be used. Instructors
*+ have had utmgst freedom to employ A mode of use with which they feel com- .
_ ' fortable and-vwhich is effactiv r classes, This freedom from constraint
upon u.u ias contribnt&d to the acceptance of ?LA'.['O in “the biolegy . cu.rriculm. -

. BEven though it is ulod for raview, most instructorn prafer to use PIATO
during classtime. NMaculty have baen reluctant to. use PLATO outside of clau
‘because of the non-yssident character of tha schools, and because many '
student® have other activities away from ithe college campus. Ths inability
to ‘use PLATO outside of class upecial:/ht:mpors 101 and 102 instructors, ..
whoee classes only meet three hours pe k, in contraet to six houre per
qu if 1137and 112. The 101 and 102 instructors require lesson material ,‘”

Vg f.nl can compct'.lntly rqplacl a lecture, or muet rely on the outside use
that is not likely to ba forthcoming. Requiring etudente to use PLATO
‘outside of clasetime is difficult becausé terminals may only bs available
in a time block that would not accodimodate individual schedules. Ths only
time an instructor can be assured of having-both etudents and terminals
concurrently available ie during clagstime. Pinally, PIATO's potential S

if time for use ‘were availabla.
atfect how PLHTO is ysed. . =

.'ll . A . . * 3 ]




- Ip NUMBER Biclogy Instructor #1 *e

" COURSE INFORMATION . -
heMe ‘ ) : w
*gnrollment Lo
" 'Schedule .. . /

PLATO Use /

Roster / “f p
urriculum
Lesson Source

Lesson Preview
ETS

“

rr T s "

o

. -
COURSE EVALUATION-

Level of Lessons

Quantity of Lessdnsh

Quality of Leesons

% Leseons Previewed

Se551ons Affected by Pallure

Would You Use,Your Own Time

\ to Improve PLATO Instructloﬂ

\zx -
: .

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
First PLATO, Contact

U of I Extension Course .
PLATO Lessons Designed‘
PLATO lLessons Programmed
Release Time

“Pridy PLATO Use

Source of PLATO ?raining "

1

Years Teac@%ﬁg
‘Years ‘at this College
Tenure o~ - "

//'20
_ ygs

"
&

, General Bioiagy -1 (2 sectlons)
. 70/75 {both sectlons)

occasional use in class; outside of
¢lass, terminals pot reserved ',

review and practice, supplement homework,

extra credit .-
site coordinator
site coprdinator

" course catalog

- yes

N

ne”

As

appropriate to difficult
sufficient

average to high

|100%

y

&

¥ ]
R -

\ .
feli&w instructor
Sprlng 75, Jordan, intro (audltf

\ none

\., 8pring 75, Fall 75

'self, site coordinator, U &f I staff,

1fellcw instructor
? 20 *

e

nQ (lnsufflcient tlme) . .




ID NUMBER

. f ' R

. *Enroliment, .
'\ Scheaﬁle' b

* b

' COURSE INFORMATION . -

Kame
+

PLATO Use SR

Roster

R ] ! ¢ ) ‘“
- Curriculum T .

sson Source . "
sson Preview ~ . >

1

ETS

Level of Lessohs"
Quantity of Lessons

Quality of Lessons

3 Lesé;ns Previewed .
Sessions Affedggd byJFailuxe

" Would You Use- Ybur Own “Time
to Imprcve PLATO Instruction

—_—

L

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
First PLATO Contaﬁt

U of I Extension dpurse- oL
PLATO Lessons Designed
PLATO Lesscons Programmed
Release Time '
ﬁribr 'PLATO. Use

Séurce of PLATO Traiggng

: -
¥ears Teaching '

~ Years at this College

Tenure

*Tetm beginniﬁg/énd

45

~Biglogy Instructor '#1

o

b " : B
1 . F/\\ .

COURSE. EVALUATION .

-average fo hiqh. )

General Blology~ 2" llaf]
25/3.7 :'." )

occaszonal use ln class, out51de of -

class, termlnals .not re

rved°

review and practice, sup; lement homework,

extra credit

site coordlnator
site cbordinator - '
courseé catalog

.yes

appropriate

sufficient . .
100% . o

0
no (insufficient time)

fellow instructor

0 - -
0

’

none .

_Spring 75, Fall 75

. o

Spring 75, Jordan,, intro (audit)

K

self, site coordlnator, u of I staff

fellow instructor
20 '
20

yes
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" FHTERVIEW SU\MN\Y —- Biology Instructor #1 T ) .w

4 Cor - LT ey
- . . ' \

Lo \ . . " . .
While PLATO does not seem to make muoh difference among poorexr A !
- gtudents, better students use it and it eémg to have some influence |
apon their work. In general, PLATO isboth ‘liked and disliked across .
the range of Bbilities in the class/‘ If there is one group whose attitude
is better,ii:zz the able. PLATO petmits a student to work at his own
pace and provides effective repetition and drill. However, mechanical

. failure of the system may result in a great deal of time lost. -

-\‘il
PLA@O is worse than audio-visual aids, a text, lecture, discuSSLQn, and
laboratory. It is better than other available media or forms of instruction.

Use an&*hessons S ' N

While PLATO was occasionally used during classtime, its greatest
use came outside of class where students could use it at their own con-
venience to' accumulate extra credit points by reviewing and practicing -
cléssroom material and subplementing homework. PLATO was used in both
the instructor's courses in Biology 101 and Biology 112. The texts for the
courses were Life Sciences by Totora and Becker and Biclogy Today for 10t
a 112, respectively; PLATO lessons were chosen from the printed catalog
and reviewed prior to being assigned.

Topics which provide good drill best suit PLATO, although tkere is
not enough material available for the 101 syllabus. The lesson on genetics -
was identified as particularly well done, although the instructor felt that
some lesgsons wer: needlessly long and off the point. Moreover, the learn-
.ing level of some lessons was too intricate for 101 students. No lessons

. were ‘identified which particularjly used the charaoteristics of PLATO well.

hY

- In the future, teachers off Biology 101—and 112 should desjign the
lessons to fit the course. As/already noted, 101 material is iacking and
should be developed. What is/currently available is much more appropriate
to a_physiology class. . . "

ur

. . H
Mechanics and Administration . -

“ .
One total failhre of ‘the system occurred but the class sessLon .was
salvaged less time’/lost in. transit. No scheduiing problems arosge. -

Al Meers entered the class roster; Meers'and Richard Neapolitan

prov1ded/help in the use of PLATO. .
-+

ETS tests were not given. -

PLATO will never replace an JAinstructor since students mlss human
interaction. PLATO has not so far affected the instructox’s classroom
work since the instructor hesitates to use it for her class 'as a group.
PLATO has not been used by this instructor in testing and may or may not
have had a significant impact on the instructor’ s career.

é - -

71
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Biology Instructor #t -~ continued )
N ~General ﬁidlogy'-: 1 ' v
i ] . ' N - _
- Iﬂ » l'- ’ ‘:‘ " . I
]
@ . .
3 ..
) '
i .
* _ ;
hb I 5 l |-| H ) | . - |
Ina =|—|| :1 aﬂ:l—lll-l:l-l| : " = Mhd : A : |-‘=_ 1 _!hrs
] 2 4 _ 6 8. 18 120 14 16 18 28
Usage distribution | ) _ .
. Totals: 39 students, 136 hours. ' Average: 3.3
A \ ) ¢
w' A
.E I ’
3 I «
I .
)
. )
*
5
i 1”:”1 : 1|-|:|-|| : ‘l =_!'I. :I'I. s_g : "Jnag 1 _:‘hr.s
B2 4 6 § 1@ 12 .14 16 18 28
Usage. distribution e
Totals: 37 students, 134 hours. 'Average: 3.6
General Biology - 2 {lab]
)
]
c
¥ .
J
)
.o
# 4
5
F .ny .no,.0, F”.r1:”.l];ﬂ.r1;n; W PR « U
) 2 4 _6 ] 19 12 14 16 - 18 rq’)
o v Usage distribution

Totals: 26 students, 281 hours. Average: 7.7

L3

12 .




ID NUMBER

COURSE INFORMATION
i N, Name h
*Enrollment .
Schedule )
PLATO Use
Roster
Curriculum
Lesson Sourée
Lesson Pregiew

ETS

“

COURSE EVALUATION
Level of Lessons

t Quantity of Lessons
Quality of Lessons
% Lessons Previewed

.r'/) ‘
(approx. )}
Sessiong Affected by Failure

Would You Use Your Own Time
to Improve PLATO Instruction

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
First PLATO Contact

U of I Extension Course
PI1ATO Lessons Designed
PLATO 1,esgsons Programmed
Release Time

| Prior PLATO Use
Source of .PLATO Training
Years Teaching
Years at this College

-

Tenure

*Tarm beginning/end

48

Blology Instructor #2

b

General Biology - 1 (2 sections)
/49

no response
supplement class
self

self

course cataloyg _ '
yes \\}\ , ' N

no

appfopriate
sufficient
averagé”
100%

"

yes

college PLATO staff,. fellof instructor

none Y
o _
0
none _
Spring 75, Fall 75 /

site coordinator, assistant site coordinator
3 ,r [

1/2

no.
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m
TNTERVIEW SUMMARY -- Biology Instructor #2

No interview conducted.

" General Bioldgy - 1

N
N

o

n  #students

18 13\ 14 /16 18 29

Usage distribution C R /o

Totals: 29 students, 118 hours. Average: 3.8

/

!

W *¥students
-1
o
S

i

n. ,- .ﬂi R = 1 = Y | I TR+ Y« D P S i. |
Lol ontin, e

g 2 4 b 8 13 12 14 16 18 28

Usage distribution
Totals: 25 students, 182 hours. Average: 4.1

i

4




_ID NUMBER Biology Instructor #3

»

COURSE INFORMATION

Name
*Enrollment
Schedule

PLATO Use
Roster
Curriculum;
__f.e_ason Source
Lesson Preview

ETS \

COURSE EVALUATION

Level of Lessons

Quantity of Lessons

Quality of Lessons

% Lessons Previewed (approx.)
Sessions Affected by-Failure

Would You Use Your Own Time
to Improve PLATO Instruction

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
First PLATO Contact

U of I Extension Coufse o
PLATO Lessons Designed
PLATO ﬁessons Programméd
‘Release Time

Prior PLATO Use

Source of PLATO Training
Years Teaching B
Years at this éollege

" Penure

*Term baginning/end

L

- 50,

-

. site coordinator

. non

" gite cqordlnator

75

General Biology - t (2 sections) -
/4 _
during classtime

review and practice

gite coordinator
course catalog

yes

no

,appropriate
sufficifnt

high

50%

fewer than half -

no

Spring 75, Fall 75

N \r/
19 )
9

yes




ID NUMBER

. [}

COURSE INFORMATION .

Name /
*Enrollwent

Biology Instructorf#B'

Y

.

General Biology - 1 T1ab}
/24

Schedﬂéa during classtime
?Lam¢;03e review and practice
fnoséer sita coordinato;
Curriculum site coordinator
Lessgon Source course catalog
Lesson Preview yes '

_ ETS no

COURSE EVALUATION ) N
Level of Lassons easy
Quantity of Lessons sufficient _
Quality of Lessons high : oo
A Lessons Previewed (approx. } 50% _ F
'Sessions Affected by Failure fewar than half
Would You Uss Your Ovn Time no

- to Improve PLATO Instruction

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
First PLATO Contact
Dof I Extansiop Course

fallow instructor

none !
PLATC Lassons Designed 0 _‘ *
PLATO Lassons Programmed 0
Release Time ; none

Prior PLATC Usa Spring 75, Fail 75

. Source of P Training gite coordinator;
* Years TeaChing 19 :
‘ fearl at this Collada 9
'TTnurQ . _ yes3

*Term beginning/end
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY -~ Blology Instructor #S\
AN

Y

General
‘Although there is not much response from students on which to base

information, better students use PLATO more and like it better, Poorer S
students have fallen behind on PLATO and attendance is either the same or ’, )
reflects a slight decline on days when PLATO is used later in the semester. \
PLATO i8 best to relinforce and amplify what iz covered in clags, The

student can test himself on his own knowledge.

| .
“Of all the available alternate media, PLATO is‘tﬁk%rior only to class
discussion, It ranks equally with a text and is better than t@//ramaining
choices for alternate instructﬁ?n.

-

Use and Lessons B \\ )

PLATO was used in both Bio%ﬁ%y 101 and 111.to replace classtime for
review and practice. In the future, PLATO may be used to introduce new
material and to replace some clasp coveraga. It should still be u{:d as
an adjunct and not as a full xeplaocament.

Both classes used Kimbadl's Biplogy, although 111 students also used
lab exercises published by Freeman. PLATO leasons weres chosen from the
catalog to £it the course [syllabus. ’

.
L

PLATO best fit the }ics requiring animation and the inéiructor
identified thé'Eardigc nd breathing, lessons as ‘bast bacaugze they used
animation effectively, did the lessons on DNA and protein synthesis.
Most lessons fit the Ifstriucvor's syllabus and most reflected an appro-~
priate learning leve Only the second exerciss on respiration was too
+difficult because it/bagan on too dAifficult 4 level and only the intro-
ductory eéxerclses wgre too easy because they lacked depth fér 111 students.

N Unclear instructioifs in some lessons csused them to be more difficult than
they needed to have been.

In thg fut e,'authora should strive for greater variaty of lesgons on »
all topics. A gpecifically ugeful lessSons Night be ona that showed the
breakdown of cgmplex organic molecules in hydrolysis. Additionally,
lesson prograns need to be debugged and some lessons are to¢ simple and
could be imR' ed by the addition of more and more difficult concepts.

Maechanics déﬁ Administration \\
7 .
_Terminal overload and maintenance caused the only mechanical problems,
~ -and therd were no ferious problems in scheduling., Jack Jamason entered the
" course yoster and provided general assistance in the use of PLAﬁD o }
- . y
] tests.wer. not given but the instructor would like téxba able to
use them in the future, / é .

. . PLATO would de-persanalize instruction if it were whglly substituted.
for/ teachers zﬁz{Frovide an interaction with students which a machine can’
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Biology Instructor #3 -- continued ) - \

not. PLATO has not affected hig teaching much. He has pggited his lecture
materialsg so as not to duplicate the materials on PLATO. In general,
PLAT® has introduced him to a new approach that can implement teaching

and he is willing to become more involved with the use of PLATO and see it
take over a more gubstantial part of his course.

General Biology - 1

A\

J

}

O #*students

o

Tﬁ .”:n.n:ﬂ.n,ﬂ.a,”.n,ﬂ.l],n.ﬂ; - S R -Hglhrs

a 2 4 6 8 14 12 14 16 18 29

Usage distribution ‘ : -
Totals: 27 s=tudents, 2360 hoursz. Average: 6.5

w  #studerds ¥

' | ‘.!
”J]I-I ﬂﬂ.n._ 'H.I“I!ﬂ. } L } .I'I:I"}..'g |n:hr5
@ 2 \4 ’ 6 ¥ 12 14 16 18 20

Usage dlﬁtrlbutlon
Totals: 36 students, 198 hours. Average: 5.5
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Biology Instructor #3 -- gontinned ‘ 3\\

General Biology ~ 1 {lab]

] ‘I\
n 1
i
_§ .
s
:'EJ .
5 ” ,
fm&é_”.ﬂil'l. :”.n:”.n:ﬂ.n:n.nfﬂl : .I"'I: L {hrs
8 2 4 6 '8 18 12 14 16 18 28
Usage aistributiqn‘ t .

. Totals: 33 students, 241 hours. RAverage: 7.3

. e
~,

§

&,
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1
4

ID NUMBER Biology Instructor #4

CQURSE INFORMATION \

Number General Biology = 1
*Enrollment ) . 35/ )

échedule “\ _ during class; outside of class, terminals

. not reserved
PLATO Uge review and practice
L_ﬁﬁj Roster self -
~ Curricglum . self . |
' “LequB,Source course catalog, fellow instructor
Lesson Preview ® no response
ETS . no—

CQURSE EVALUATION

Level of Lessons no response *
Quantity of Lessons . no responsge // ,
Cuality of Lessons no -responge , i
3 A2 Lessons Previewed (approx.) no.rasponse ’
-l essions Affected by Failure no response
Would You Use Your Own Time no responge
- to Imppove PLATO Instﬁgction _‘ &
",
INSTRUCTOR INPORMATION ?\ - . \,-'
First PLATO Conkact : college PLATO staff
U of I Extension Course / Spring 73, Videbeck, authore
PLATO- Lessons Dagigned 3
PLATO Lessong Programmed 3
Release Time . Summexr 73, Spring 75
. PriorWRLATO Use Spring 74- Fall 75
Source of PLATO Traininé self, credit course, U of I staff
Yaars Teaching - // 10 1/2 ﬂ\
Years at thig College 3 1/2
’ Tenure l yas
. ) ) /
*Term beginnigg/end .\ .

\ 380

o R




INTERVIEW SUMMARY k- Biology Instructor #4

General ‘ | R ' : -
4

Statistically, PLATO has little or no affect on students who use it
for the first time. Perhapg over.a longer period than one ‘semaster it
would be possible to discern some differences. Although stidents with a s
scientific background did better in lectures, PLATO seemed to level the ,
differences between thosp with prior experience and those with little or A o
no scientific training. Students seemed to like PLATO, for at:endance is ‘ '
better on day® when PIATO is used than on days when it is not, and there -
is a smaller rate of attrition in classes' that use PLATO. Although varying
attitudes were found throughout the full range of abilities, students with .
high grade expectations did well;

PLATO is one way to truly iridividualize instruction. It forces the
students to.read the materisl. Moreovar; it provides the instructor with
lessons and materials from outside his own school. Unfortunately, it is
frequantly difficult to get gufficient release time for the instructor to
be well Ogisad in PLATO materials and to use them effectively, and there -

may be at this time a possibility of too much control by the University of
Illinois,

PLATO is bettar than a morkbook, audio-visuals, homework, and préérammod
1earn;pg and at least equal to other available media.

b

Use and lLessons .

PLATO was used in Biology 101 in class and outaidé of class on a
non-scheduled basis for review and practice. .

The text for the course was Biology Today whiah.was supplemented with
handouts and audio-visuals. FPLATO lssson# were selected from course
catalog and upon the recommendation of fellow instructors. Topi¢s best
for PLATO area those which have well defined part#® and structures’and which
require visual display. Simple chenlistry lessons for biology students are
an example. The instructor has written several lessons which he uses,
largely on simpla chemiatry The lessons the instructor has dssigned ara
written so that the student can rsad and intsract with PLATO, and adapt the

N materials as an introduction to biology. Scma tsn lessons, largely on
the cell, osmosis, and photosynthesis, fit the syllsbus for the 11} courss
particularly well although no lessons were idantifisd as uniquely appro-

» priate for 101, Most of the available lessons fit the laarning lavsl of
his classes and most beginning lessons use PLATO's special capabilities
fairly well. Driver lessons, because they are non-unique, are less satis-
factory in exploiting PLATO's spacial proparties.

In the future, lessons should ba dssigned with the §§icago community
college system in mind and should bs planned so that a séqusnce of lessons
can progress from simple memory lessons to more complex expsrimentation.
Lessons should be developed in the skeletal, urinary, muscular, and netvous
‘systems. Especially important, 1sssons should reguire mors than mere reading
and provide encouragement. . A

'
o .
2 . H

81



- h B:I:oloéy Ingtructeor #4 -- continued

Mechanics and Adminigtration * T

, Recently, very few mechanical probjems have occurred and no schsduling
problemg. The instrugtor managed thedcurriculum and roster in the course
himsel# with general assistance in PLATO from Jim KraatZ. The ipstriuctor
has taken the extension course in PLATO use from Dr. Videbsck and hal ’
written and programmed threﬁtPLamo lessons. i
~ ' ETS. tests wara given, although instructor qiestioned the rslavancy

of some of the questions and thought tut- rather conventional.

PLATO is another educational tool whose chief value is that it can
assume a good deal of rou_i;inc/work and free the teacher for work with
poorer studénts. PLATO is now just in its incdption. The instxructor is
enthusiastic about its possibilities and wants to keep up with' its growth.
His only fear is that the teacher may ba subofdinate to the programmer in
development of materials and wants, if possible, to pravent that happening.

General Bilology - 1

*¥students
3

A .

-”: L”:””": T S e s S T e I

¢ 2 4 6 8 1a 12 14 16 18 20

W

Usaeé distribution
- Totals: 29 =tudents, 481h\::ur~!-. Average: 1.7 r )

-




* I NUMSER Biology Instructor #5

"- *Eprollnge

.+ _.Schedule - "
. . F——
- . . __ PLATO"Mse N\
o o .. -\\
« s - Roster | :
Curriculum + -

Lesson Source
Lesson Preview

ETS

N

Co E _EVALUATION -
A

T
-

w

; Lessons Previewed (approx F
ssions Affected by Failure‘

wduld You Use_Your Own Time
toj Inprove PLATO Instruction

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
First PLATO Contact

U of I Extension Course
PLATO Lessons Designed
PLATO Le§sons Programmed -

i

»

Release Time
‘Prior PLATO Use
':\Source of PLATO Trainirng-

‘ féeiz Teachlng b

Year 2t this College.

Tenure -

.

¥

\\\General Blology -1 (2 sectlone)
- ca.&80/35 (tOtal both sectlons)

T . At o —

'durlng classtlme

review and practice, supplément homework
self . /\
- 5elf . /

Ry

w

_course catalog -

LI .
" - \

..

T2

yes s

L3

) pxetests; posttﬁﬁ?s,ﬂattitude sur@eysv

high
100%
5 {total both sections)

yes

]

1
spring 74, Spring 75
Fall 74 - Fall 75 .

self, eite coordinator, asst site
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY — Biology Instructor #5

General ., - &

PLATO seems to have.nc effect on achi ement although nany students "
seem uninterested in blclogy as well. This\semester the instructor's class
- seemed to lack all "A" and %B" students, attendance i dpwn on PLATO daysy o
L students Seemlng to feel that they can always drop in on the terminals.at
K b, - SOme ‘other time.-’ while a few students like PRATO better than other forms of
instruction,” most others do not. Betiter students do seem to use it more.
PIATO is chiefly valuable as an alternative means of Study._ It is, hcwever,
tco time consuming éfgfgLATD c¢an not substitute or a lecture. - . .

.

&~

PLATO is be et than a workbook, audio-visual alds\ darill, or programmed
learning, It. not as. successful as 1ecture, tutors, c%ass discussion,
1ab, textbodﬁﬁ or hcmework. ’ O

-+

Use and Lessons

PLATD was used during classt;me fcr review and pr
ment homework. Although no major changes in’ use are pcss le, in the l\

future the instructor would like to be ab 0 o provide
extensive drill and practice and Yeview and would like some self-contained
lessons to replace entire.porticns of the instruction, not merely supple—- g
“ment it. -“ .//”/ N : :

The .textbook fcr the class was Biology: The Science of lLife by Rahn.

Available PLATO lessons were reviewed and selgcted to match the syllabus. . '
The best topic currently avallable 1s genetigs; the. best lessons are Lee l\%}

B

§
~ In the future, the 1nstructor wculd l;ke to see, Chlcagc communlty k
\ college teachers plan the new lessons. Both new and old lessons need more i
. attention to the community college audience. Care should ‘be taken that new
lessons be designed o be complieted in one half hour,’ New lessons.on the
\ endoccrine, nervous, and excretc {systems should be designed assshould a -
+ lesson on cell structure. :

1
L]

r The lnstructcr ingled cut the lessons on DNA and prcteln synthesis
* '. by “Ténczax and Balllie as uslng most apprcprlately PLATO'S speclal character—

\\1st1cs. N 1 ) . ;q .

ﬂechanics and Adminlatratmon \ ) o . _ : . ,\;\ﬂ

L

Two tomal system fallures 0 urred this semester but nei i ol affected
an five mlnutes of thessch duled class and. conseqqeaﬁi here was no
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- Bitlogy Instructor #5 -~ continued ' ’ .

’ need for alternative activ1ties.,'The instruetor's class encountered no
schedullng problems. . . \
. The instructor managed his own roster and curriculum and received L
help-from MltS Yamada and Joan Sweany.

‘1 ETS pretests and posttests were given; the posttest was used as the
final examination. The pretests, in this instructor's opinlon, are too
hard‘and not approprlate to his classes.

N )
Some faculty, according to this instructor, fear that PLATO may/reduce

" the teaching staff and he shares that judgement sofmewhat, in spite-of the

e fact t he is an enthusiastic booster of PLATO at his campus.” He considers
that {RLATO has made him a better teacher and s interested in developing
mater 1s and in testing the’ effectiivaeness of PIATO. .  * -
- ‘h .')
£ ‘, * Lo E S ‘ T N - - .'_\\\ ? .‘
__Seneral {Biology - 1 ' o . " .

-{' Ilm- I" -
et ‘.“ 7 ’ -
sEoh
"—p 1

* m‘ ( -~ - al
# \ g - t \\u

. . € | -
., 5\ 4 \
-
l n. n n n.rr I—lj_u e .H-! ,nl '1’\= -nlhrs - ’
L2 19 12 14. 16 18 4’| -
T 3 . .4 ' o
Usageﬁg;strlbutlon' i :
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ID NUMBER Biology Instructor #6
COURSE INFORMATION |
- Number ' - General Biology - 2 \
*Enfollment " 36/36 . ‘
Schedule during class; outside of class, terminals
not reserved
‘ PLATO Use ' replace class instruection and/ot lab,
review and practice, supplement homework
' * Roster . T self ' .
' Curriculum v site coordinater, .self
i) ' S ' .
2 Lesson Source ) W2 course satalog .
’ ‘ Lesson Preview SN yes % o
. \\ - 0
ETS - ¥ : © ~  pretests, posttests,-attitude surveys
. o
’ « ! -

COURSE EVALUATION

Level of Lessons approprihte

Quantity af Lessons R suffiéient ’ ’ Py !
nQualiE; of Les?ons high \ ’ . ' \ ’

% lLessons Previewed T 75% R ‘

i L

sions Affected by Failure 0 ;. -

ould You Use Your Own Time T .yes .
Jto Improve PLATO Instruction ’ .
INSTRUC‘I‘OR INFORMATION \ q

First PLATO Contact colllege PLATO staff

U of I Extension Course , none S
PLATO Lessons Designed 0 - Ifi
PLATO Lessons,Programmed 0

Release Time ! ndne

L .
J - £ 1

Prior PLATO Use Sp&ing 75, Fall 75

\\\

Source of PLATQ Training, self, site coordinator, asst site

Tenure

) es . N
’ "
Ll . .
- - L)
* r e . N .
o .
L1

*rexm beginning/end

) \ . coordinator, fellow instructd¥ \ -
Yegrs Teaching' 304+ ) ; k
Years at this College ' \23 ' L '-
' ]

-




INTERVIEW SUMMARY -- Biology Instructor #6

Generaf . : .

. [

T Good students report that PLATO is worthwhile and that 1t helps under-~

standing. The" same students will pursue PLATC lessons to the finish; as

~ a conseguence PLATO ‘may have its greatest effect on the achlevement of

" -gtudents of greater ability. All students, though, like PLATO. PLATO is
particularly good for review and for exam preparation. Tt helps to clear
up areas in which students have dindividual difficulties. One principal
diffilulty with PLATO is the frustration produced by rigid answer judging.
A second is ité retarding effect on class schedule. '

PLATO is worse than andio-visual aids, lecture, tutors, or lab. , "}-
I is equal to a text, class discussion, and class drill. It is much
. better than a workbook and programmed learning. ' .
\
Use and Lessons . _ . . ) '

PLATO was uséd during classtime and outside of class with no reser-
vation of terminals,to replace classroom instructjon, for review and
practice and to.supplement homework. - The J.nstt}m’tor would like to increase
use of PLATO but time may not be available.- ,

The class ig using\éhe standard text by Kimball and worksheets pro-
vided by the instructor. PLATO legsons chosen to f£it the course syllabus
were selec¥ed on. the recormendation of colleagues and from the course *
catalog. .. . ‘ o f

- L .

Topics which require students to visualize abstract concepts begt
smnit PLATO. Some of the ‘best available lessons are Hitosia by Porch,
Meiosis, Probability, 'and Genetic Code. All seem to be, extremely well
written and proceed in an easy step-by-s?ep arrangement. PLATO's special
characterlstics were exemplified in the essons on genetic code, human
reproduction, mitosis, ahd meiosis. The same lessons, in addition to the
lesson on DNA and the genetics lesson"involving probability, best f£it the
course-syllabus. The learping level of most lessons was appropriate.

In the future, specialiwts in .the teaching £ield shounld design
lessons and should pay specidl attention to flexibility and variety in
answer judging. .

Mechanics and Administration

e
Mechanical problems were concerned more with progragming than with

ipment failure.. Students ¢ lained about 4he aggravation of hqving
to JeaVe PLATO to go to class 4nd not being able to resume the lesszon where
they left off. They also complained of too.limited answer judging capabili
°No scheduling problems arose during the term.
q The instructor managed the course rogster and received help in PLATO
ned from Richard Neapolitan. . : . -

.

o\
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\ % Biolegy Instructor #6 - confinue&

ETS pretests were glven but the instructor is not certain of the

-results.
- ’ i o
T PLATO is a helpful aid sthich will not replace the instructor. It .
seems to improve attitude toward class and may have made a beneNj '
" -- ~——tontribution to the 1nstructor S career. .

\ - . : ‘?I ‘

. General Biolegy ~ 2
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" ID NUMBER Biology Instructor #7

COURSE_TNFORMATION.
Number

- *Enrollment
Schedu}&

. PLATO Use .
"Roster
- Curricuium
Lesson Sou;zéx
-Legson Preview - .

ETS —

COURSE EVALUATION

Lével of Lessons ., N
Quantity of Lessons

Quality of LesSons _

" ¥ Lessons Previewed (approx.)
‘Sessions Affected by Faiiure

* Would You Use Your Owh Time'
to Improve PLATO Instruction

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
‘First PLATO Contact

U of I Exten310n Course

PLATO Lessons DeSaned
PLATO Lesacns Programmed
Release Time
Prior PLATO Uée

" source ‘of PLATO aining
Yéars Teaching
Yearse atfth%s College -
Tenure
* - i

*Thrm beginning/end ,

[:R\j: ‘

64 . . i

|

General Biolegy ~ 2
25/

during class, out of class, terminals
npt reserved

review and practige%

self o

self )

course cafglog, ‘college PLATO‘staff
yes . ‘

no

go

no

no

no

no

no

no

r

response
response
response
réfponge
reBponse

response

B
»-

-
-

4

college PLATO staff

£

3
3

Summer” 73
Spring 74

Spring 73, Vidgbeék, authors

)&Sprinq_?S
Fall 75

Fl

gelf, credi% course., U of I gtaff
10 1/2
3 1/2

. yes

-

"
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY --“Biology Instructor #7

. ' No interview conducted.

\ General Biology = 2.
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ID NUMBER - Biology Instzuctor #8

COURSE_INFORMATION
Number '
K *Envollfient
Schedule S

N -

PLATO Use *~

ngter'
Curriculum 4

Lesson Egurce ‘ PN

Ipasgn Preview
ETS |

: COURSE EVALUATION
Level,of Lessons
Quantity of Lessons

Quality of Lessons -
% Lessons Previewed
Sessions Affected by Pallure

Would You Use Your Own Time
to Improve PLATO Instruction

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
First PLATO Contack

- U of I Extension Course

¢

PLATO Lessons Designed
PLATO Lessons Programmed
'Release Time ‘

Prior PLATO Use

N »  8Source of PLATC Training

Years Teaching

4
Years at this Collade
-1 . " Tenure

-
B

*Tarm baginning/end

EKC C

wll Toxt Provided by ERIC

»

GeneraI“Biology -2
/%; (2 ssctio?s)

- during classtimias aut of class, terminals
not reserved

(2 sections)

review and practice, siupplement hONQWOrk,
replqce homework

selg

self -
course catalog

yes

pretests, posttests, attitude sﬁrﬁeys

LS

>

¥ Y
sufficient
average
100%
1
yes “ -

U of I staff

Spring 73, Vidabeck, users; Spring 73,
Videbeck, autho

3
1 N
Stoimer 74, Spring 75, Sumer 75
Spring 74 - Fall 75
credit gourses, fellow\instructor

13 R
7 .
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY -- Biology Instructor #8

General - . A

B&tter students like PLATO and use it for re¥iew and rejnforcement

-in preparing for a test. Attitude toward PLATO is definitely cond{tioned

by age. 0Older ‘gtudents find it difficult to adjust to instruction by

'PLATO, although many problems of attitude and gchievement‘should be related

to ability.". Its great value is as an extension of the clagsroom. It
seems at the moment to be cqmpromised by scheduling and. an. overload of » -
demand. At present, the facilities are not able to accomodate all the s
classes and individuals who would like to be able to use it. N
. ' N

PLATO seems inadequate only to replace a lecture. It is better than a
workbook, homework, drill, or tutors. It is difficult to compare it to other
forms of instruction. It iz a valuable extension of the classroom but
Bhould not be used as an exclusive gsource of instruction. '

v

-

Use and Lessons ) RS

PLATQ was uged in two sections of ﬁfal 102 in class for revieiw
and practices In the future, the instructor would like to see more time
Available for students to use PLATO on their own outside of class.

The text for the course was Biology by ﬁillee. The instructor also
provided his students with his own eighty-page course outline and used his

" own overhead projection audio-visual aids in the course. PLATO lessons were
"chosen from the course catalog o match the topics of the syllabus asd

ware reviewed by the instructor before they were assignad. P

Lessona which require close interaction between the student and PLATO
are bgst, such as the leason "heart."” No lessons were identified which
best fit the syllabi for the courses the instructoﬁ is presently teaching
but he identified Reproduction, Cell Division, Genetics, Protein Synthesis,
Ecology, and Evolution as all suitable for Biology 102, The learning level
of most lessehs geemed appropriate but, in general,\le gong which demand
less preparation, time for which may not eadily \available and which may
gometimes be sacrificed, are too Aifficult. eovear, some laggons cover
too little in too much time and, in that sense,/ may too easy. The lesson
which bast exemplifies the proper use of PLATO/s capapilities is Mitotic
Cell Division.

) In the future, 13380&3 should be developed by a board of teachers and
programmers. Especially wantaq’is the development of microfiche capability.
Lessons on biomes and tropical rain forests would be helpful.

4

Machanics and Admdniaggation

There were no total failures of the systam and consequently no need.
for alternate activities. Scheduling did pose a fairly serious problem.
PLATO time was available only every other week and matching the PLATO topic
to course Vork way sometimes Aifficult. Sometimes the instructor was
obliged o cover Matarial on an examination bafore sgtudents were exposed
to it on\-PfA‘I‘O. . R §
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Biology Instructor #8 o - _ , , . ] J
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The instructor managed; his own roster and curriculum a.nd received some , - Y

help from Mits Yamada. He has taken the author/user course given-by
D]‘.'. Vi ebGCko " ) ' . ) . b - \

pretestz and poattasts, which the instructor helpad desi?n, were - ' N
given. ey provoked good student response. - :

PLATC is a vqlua.ble extension of the clagsroom which idpally should
be available to rore students as they require it, He 14, in the future;
like- to be able to use PLATC lessons s part of a progrim of maatorytloarning. T
in which'priorities and objectives are established. On the whols, ?LATO .
has made his career more interestings . N : T
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ID NUMBER Biology Instructor #9

o

*,

COURSE iﬂFORM&TION

Name =
*Enxollment
Schedule
PEATO Uge

Rosger
Curriculum

F

Lesson Source -

Lesson Preview

ETS

|

COURSE EVALUATION
,Level oﬁ.Les;5n331
Quanti
Quality &f Lessons

of Lessons
% Lessons Previewed (approx.)
Sessiané Afféqted by Failure

‘Would Yon Use Youy Own Time
" +¢o Improve PLATO Instruction

INSTRUCTOR IuFORMAélEER“inx;
—

First PLATO Contact

U of I Extension Course

PLATO Lessons Designad

PLATO Lessons Programmed
\~Ralease Time

Prior PLATO Use

Source of PLATO Training

Years Teaching
Years at this College

" Tanure

*Term\beginniag/end

~“R3911ege PLATO staff, U of I staff

-
-

General Biology -~ 2
/29 "
RO reasponge

replace class, raview aﬁd practice,
_supplement homework J

,,.\

self; college PLATO staff
self, college PLATO staff
-coursge catalog

¢ye

" fretests, posttests

appropriate

more than sufficient
high to very high
100%
3
not at the moment

t

notie.

none
Spring 75, Fall 75
salf, site cqordinator,
25+

gst. shite cﬁordinator

= \ .
:
N |
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ID NUMBER Biology Instructor #9 -
- COURSE INFDRMATION
' Nams ’ .
*Enrollment
Schedule
" PLATO Use-
‘ Roster PR

Curr ia:qlum

"Lesson Source : v

Lesson Preview
ETS : o

. ? C ,

" COURSE_EVALUATION

Levellof Lessoﬁs

Quantity of Lessons
Quality of Lessons
%z Lessons Previeivaged (approx.)
Sessions Affaected by Failure

Would You Use Your Own Time
to %Pprove PLATO  Ingtruction

~’yls'r;u.rc:'rcvtt- INFORMATION
First PLATO Contact

U of I Extension Course -
‘..__.PLA'I'O Lessons Designed
“.  ‘PLATO Lessong Programed
7 Release Time
" Prior PLATO Use
Source.of PLATO Train%ng

[

|  Years Tejching - Yo

Years at this College -

: .
" Tenure \

o *'i‘erm beginhi;ug)ari s

Al

no response -

‘self, gite c

70

General Biology,
/21

replace class/lab, review and practice
self, college PLATO staff
self, college PLATO staff

course catalog

yes
no o .

a ,\" - , I. \
appropriate

more than %ﬁf'ficiﬁt
high to very, high
100% . .
2 or 3 C

no response

"

college PLATO staff, U of I staff /

none
0 ‘ |

0 \

none ’ ' . -
Spring 75, }?:tl 75 B

25+ ) *
254+ ’

yes\' , \

rdinator, asst site coordinator

-
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY -- Biology Instructor #9

Genera . o
Gorteral : o
Although the instructor's‘class uging PLATO ih\Lt doing as wall as tha
control group in Biodogy 102 which ig not, the difference can fot ba exclu-
sively attrfbuted to PLATO. Perhaps aleo significant are innate diffsrencas
in ability between the twe groups. Difficulty with PLATO's mechanics may
inhibit achievement among the very low students. PMrustration with the -
machinery sometimes results in blind guessing or asking help from a neighbor.
Very good students, on the other hand, like PLATO and see it as a goocd .,
supplement. One important advantage of PLATO is that it cah permit tha
student to work at his own pace and to review when he wants to. Its chief
disadvantages are its occasional mechanicval failure and inflaxibl,a -aniwer -
: judging and programz. :
PLATC is batter than a workbook, homework, di-ill, or tu‘EO!.'l. PLATO
is too similar to both programmad learning and to Lectura to he evaluatsd
o against them, . e

Use and Lessons

‘\\‘ L L]

" <. Thp class used PLATO during its schelluled classtime. In the future,
the“instructor would like a greater capability for students to use PLATO -
on a cashal ba.lil, somatimai 2s a replacement for cless.

ry — .
+" ‘The cl;sq usad K:Lmball'lB logy, third udition, Plus deparimental
quiz sheets, filge, and charts. PLATO lessons were selectsd from the hard-
copy catalog and ;lare reviewed prior to uWant.
Topics in ganetica and ecology are hest for Biology 102,. Lassons in
population, cell division, embryological development, and ganatichs wers,
espacially good. Almost all the lessons on genetics, &cology, svolution,
and reproducticn f£ii the instructor's syllabus well. Most lassons saemad
to use PLATO's speclial characteristics adequataly. Generally, ths lsarning
lavel of the lessons was appropriate, although some parts of lessons on
population ganetics and quantitative genetics were too dAifficult. In the
future, any instructor who wishes should ba permitted to d.lign lassons’
free from the supervision of committees, except for final review. Newer
lassons on reproduction would be useful and, in both new and old lessons,

~

answar judging should be made more flexibls. .

Mechanics and Administration ; . | \-\‘
A ‘.

“Yhe princi,plll mchanicatl prob;l.m was insufficient.teérminals for all!
students. Detter and poorer students teamed up, resulting in the bctter’t
students doing all the wirk. Alternate activitin were planned for
failurol\which pccur sarly in periodn. No scheduling problems ocgurred.

»
- u '

L3 T ;
PLATO lab assistants entered the class rostex and the fin-tructor '
received assistance in the use of PLATO from Bichard Neepolitan and Al Meers.

-
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Biology Instructor #9 -- continued

Eisipretests were given to both the PLATO sec

, PLATO is a worthwhile supplement but will not p&t‘te
business, just as programmed learning did not. It has given
one additional means of helping students, especially when outsi
. conférences are not always available. While PLATO has provided som
ideaé, it has otherwise had no measurable impact on her gareer.

»

General Biology - 2 ' .

wn #students

R PO | N1 01O O R |
| 6 8 14 12 1

8 2 4 4 16 18 - 28

Usage d&istribution _
Totals: 33 students, 273 hours. Average: 8.3

¥ ' . .

General Bioclogy - 2 [lab]

n #¥students

') 2 4 6 8 18 12 14 . 16 13 28

"Usage distribution : Y
TotaLaf’iE gtudents, 275 hours. Average: 18.6 ‘ )
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ID NUMBER
COURSE INFORMATION ,
Number
*Enrollment
Schedule

BLATO Use

-

Rogter . .
Curriculum.

S50n Source

sson Preview

EVALUATION
Levél of Lessons
Quantity of Lessons
Quality of Lessons
% Lessons Previewed
. Sessionsg Affected by PFailure

Would You Use Your Own Time
to Improve PLATC Instruction

1

L

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
; =~ First PIATO Contact

U of 1 Extension Course
- b

PLATO Lessons Designed

PLATO Lessons Prog;ammed
Release Time

. Prior PLATO Use
Source of PLATO Training

Years Teaching
8
Years at this College -

Tenure -

*Perm beginning/end

98

-

Biology Instructor #10

73

General Biology - 1 [Labl

32/26

during class; out of class, terminals
not reserved )

replace some lab, review
supplement homgwork T

self
self

ind practice,

courgelcatalog .
v | - \\

pretests, posttests, attitude surveys

yes

varied

-sqgf}cient

averé@a\\‘

100%

several (exact numh&f unknown)

yes

/
college PLATO staff '

Fall 74, Jordan, intro; Spring 75, Jordan,
advanced . :

1

1
none
Fall 74 - Fall 75

self, credit course, site coordinator.
.fellow instructor .

18
7

yes o L .

\
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ID WUMBER _ Biology Instructdér #10 ‘ )

COURSE INFORMATION

Number . i General Biology -2 {13,1;,]
~ ) . -
*Enrbllment 28/21- :
Schedule ' ‘ during class; out of class, terminals
< not reserved N

- | -

PLATO Use replace some 1ab, ‘rev.i.ew and practice,
, supplement homework

Roster . B self '

Curriculum © self

Lesson Source "course catalog

Lesson Preview yes

N ETS

% ° COURSE EVALUATION ° : _ ‘

a Level of Lessons Jl varied \\ - ‘
Quantity of Lessons | sufficient
Quality of Lessol::'s !r average ) )
A % Lessons Previewed | 1008 .

Iy I
N Sess:.ons} Affected by Fallh\ ‘several (exact number unknown)
- hould Yo;.l Use Your Own Time ) '

f yes
to Improve PLATO Instruction
INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 1 )
First PLATO Contaot } college PLATO staff Wi
U of I Extension Course f Fall 74, Jordan, intro; Spring 75 Jordan,
{ advanced
PLATO Lessons Designed 1 .
I ’ a——"
PLATC Lessons Programmed i 1 : ’
f
Release Time |J none oo
Prior PLATQ Use ‘ Fall 74, Spring 75, Fall 75
Source of PLATO 'I‘ra:.m.ng self, credit course, site coordinator, _
fellow instructor .
Years*Teaohing 18
Years at this College i 7 X ./
Tenure ) ‘ ' ves
~“erm beginning/end B} . :
o..',.,E MC'\ . S 9 9 C \
T - It ¥
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75

t is impossible to evaluate .the effect of PLATO on achievement.

A3 gupplement and reinforcement it may be successful, but it can not
provide total instruction. Similarly, no generalization can be made

about attitude towardé PLATO in ability groups, although some bored, better
students like instruction better on PLATO. PLATO's greatest advantange

is that it makes students read and respond:; study is forced. It worst
problems are its mechanical difficulties and the occasional poor quality

of lesgons. The instructor ranks PLATO as better than drill and laboratory,
but not as satisfactory as all other suggested media or alternate forms of
instruction.

f

Use and Lessons

. &

$IATO was used during classtimg and outgide of class with no resexvation
of terminals to replace an occasional léboratory assignment, for review and
practice, and to supplemant homework and class work. HNo change in use
is planned in the immediate fut

The class used the text Biongy Today as‘well as handouts and audiog
visual aids., Appropriate PLATO lessons were chosen from the hard copy index.

Tﬁ%ics which illustrate processe® are best suited for PLATO. Lessons L
which were thought particularly good in terms of student needs wara the z
Crocketts' lesgons and the lesson on Drogophila as revised for this collega's
students. No gne lesson explQits all of PLATO's unique characteristics
particularly well, but y employ individual features.effectively. _
Approximately three-quagggrs of the available lessons fit the instructor's
syllabusg, although not all were appropriate for the learning level of the

class. Some legsons, such as blood typing, were too general for the syllabus.

In the future, new authors who know the audience they are writing for,
that is, the City Colleges of Chicago audience, should prepare lessons.
Lesgors on ambryology and chemistry need more variation. At present, there
7 ig 00 much on ecology and ﬁoo little on genaral chemistry.

Mechanics and Aﬂminist;atlon

L] —l— ——

Interview ‘_‘"Ebmplet

100
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Biology Instructor #10 -~ continued
General Biology - 1 [lab]
&

b

g.

J

W

»

S |’| | : : i
lﬂnnﬁ!nn !”n“}”.”:”'n:nn E 1I_: 1 : n.- :n{thrs
) e 4 5 8 18 12 i {4 16 18 © 29

Usage distribution .
Total=s: 30 students, 153 hours. Average:r 5.1

General Biology - 2 [lab]

-

nw  #students

i 1”}”1 :”.l—lln.n:n.n;n. : n-:_n : N E 1 I'hr5.
I} 2 4 6 8 14 iz 14 16 18 29 ‘

Usage distribution E
Totals: 26 students, 118 hours. Averager 4.5
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-ID NUMBER Biology Instructor #11 T

COURSE_INFORMATION

Name . General Biology- 1 [lab]

*Enrollment /27 ' -

Schedule . . no response

PLATO Usge replace claas'and/or lab, review and practice
Roster E | self, PLATO staff '

Curriculum . - -self - .

Lesson Source course catalog, fellow instructor

Lesson Praview yes '

‘ETS no

. CQURSE EVALUATION

Level of'Legsona appropriate
Quantity of Lessons - less than sufficient
Quality of Lessons high

%z Lessons Praviewed {approx.) S0%

Sessions Affected by Failure - 2

wWould You Use Your Own Time T yes

to Improve PLATO Instruction

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION

First PLATO Contact college PLATO staff

U of ‘ Extension Course nene

PLATO Lg;sona Dasigned 2 in progress

PLATO Lessons Programmed 0

Release Time none

Prior PLATO Usa Spring 74 - rall 75 !

Socurce of PLATO Training gelf, site coordinator, fellow ipstrﬁctor
Years Teaching - 9 " i
Yoars at this College 3

Tenura ' yes

*Parm beginning/ehd

102,
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY -~ Biology Instructor #11 "
. General . . *

Although it is hard to assess the effects of PLATO, students seem
to be enjoying it and are doing well with it. The instructor's class
using PLATO is showing greater responsiveness in producing better gradus
than the control group without PLATO. Most students are responding . o,
positively to PLATO, although in e beginnlng some slower students had
trouble using the typing keys. PLATO's great strength jg that it can
pfov1de repetition, instant feedback and.response, and gquizzing potential.

Its greatest difficulty for biology study is that it can not adequately
simulate real organisms; an adequate slide selector system would he?p.:

On the whole, PLATO is hetter than a workbook, audio-visual aids, - : i
text, programmed le&rning, a tutor, or class discussion. It is not as "
satisfactory as lecture, homework, or class drill. '

. S

Use and Lessons

The texts for the class were Keeton's Elements of Eiglggggg; Science o
and the lab manual{E5Elggg;iggg_in_ugdg;n_n_g;ggz. Appropriate. PLATO IR
lessons were selected from the printed cataleg upon the recommendation . o
of a fellow instructor. In the future, the instructor'will preview the
lessons himself for appropriateness. Lessons on chemistry and cells are
"the. topics which bhest suit PLATO. The individual chemistry lessons were
especially good, especially those which visually p@rtrayed melecules
combining. Students liked best the lessons on cells. Whi&e the learning
level of most lessons was appropriate, the lesson on the circulatory
system was too hard particularly because it reguired much too specific .
answers. MNo lesson, on the other hand, was too easy. Most of the basic _—
lessons fit the instructor's syllabus well. The lessons on Tells seom i,
to branch well and, in so deing, effectively utilize PLATO's special \'
characteristics. - N

In the future, the lessons should be designed with greater -humor and
cleverness. One way to achieve both would be to have a programmer and an
artist with a sense of hunor work jointly on the design of dynamic programs.
Newer lessons for beginners should be added, including lessons on tissues, ;
skeletal systems, and circulatory systefis. 4 . ) i

e T

In the future, the instructor would like to be able to use PLATO as

an adjunct to be used at the conveniente of the student, as well asg a

device to be used in class. He would like to have more terminals made
available to him otherwise he would plan no difference in his use of PLATO.

. Mechanice and Administration

&+ 1

Some mechanical probleme were ancountered but fewer this semester
than previously. Most of the difficulties came;from the malfuncticns of
individual terminals. There were no system failures. Scheduling was a
pProblem in so far as the instructor was not able to get one of his classes ]
on PLATO. He would like to have more terminals made avajilable.
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w  #stydents

Biology” Instriictor #11 -« continued ‘ .

The i;structof'mangged his own curriculum®*and roster.

'ﬂ‘The course had no ETS contact.

I

+ The instrugtor fasels that PLATO should increase the teacher's

" productivity., His own students respond well to it, So far, PLATO has -

had mo efﬁeqt upon his career.

-~

General Biology - 1 {[lab]

n

rnlﬂ;HJrl:”-J:“-ﬂ:n-ﬂi e 0y ) hrs
9 2 S

4. 8 18 12 14 16 18 28

Usage diztribution i
Totals: 35 students, 1S9 hours. HAverage: 4.5
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ID NUMBER Biology Instructor #12

COURSE INFORMATION

Name
*Enrollment *, .
Schedule ) .
PLATO Use
Roster
. Curriculum
\ Lesson Source
Lesson Préview
ETS

COURSE EVALUATION

Level of Lessons

Quantity of lessons

Quality of Lessons

% Lessons Previewed (approx.)
Sessions Affected by Failure

Would You Use Your Own Time
to Improve PLATO Instructicon

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
First PLATO Contact

U.-of I Extension Course

PLATO Lessons Designed
PLATO Lessons Programmed
Release Time

Prior PLATO Use

Source of PLATO Training
Years TQaching

Years aE fhis College

Tenure
¥

*Tarm beginning/end

O

General Biology -1 [labl

30/34 ‘
during class ”

reviéw and practice

self

self, site coordinator

course catalog

yes

Pretests, posttests, att%tude surveys

[ ]
'

appropriate
sufficient

average to high

80% -

few (number not given)

no

Uof I staff .
Fall 72, Videbeck, anthors; Spring 713,

Videbeck, users 7 -~

1 -

1

none .
Fall 73 - Fall 75
cradit course

15

15

yes




ID NUMBER

» COURSE INFORMATION

Name
*Enyollment P
Schedule

PLATO Use

Roster

Curxiculum

Lesszon Source

“Lesson Preview

BTS .

COURSE EVALUATICON

Level of Lessons

Quantity of Lessons

Quality of lLessons

% Lessons Previawad (approx.)
Sesgsions Affected by Failure

Would You Use Your Own ?imq
to Improve PLATO Instruction

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION ot

First PLATO Contact
U of I Extension Course

PLATO Lessons Dasigned
PLATO Lessons Prcgrammed
Release Time

Prior PLATO.Use

Source of éLAEO Training
Years Teaching )

Yoars at this College .

" Tanure

.~

*Perm beginning/end

P

Biology Instructor #12

7 Botany

BQ/-A-A”A

'during cIAéQ;TA‘"
_review and‘practiée
self %
_8elf, site ‘ccordinator
course catalog

no response

pratests;, posttests, attitude gurveys

appropriate
sufficiant

average to high

80%

few (number not given)

no

U of I staff

Fall 72, Videbegk, authors; Spring 73,
Videbeck, users

1
1

none
Fall 73 -~ Fall 75

cxclit course
15
15

yas

. \\‘ ’
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY -- Biology Inftructor #12

Genaraf

It is disturbing that PLATO does not produce mzte avident results.
While student attitudes vary from semester tO semester, in general good
students are not happy to use PLATO. They feel the teacher could do the -
sane work in a shorter time. One important advantage of PLATO for biology
is that it can display biological phenomena in compressed time sequence:;
growth from seedling to plant can be easily displayed within an hour --
something which can not be done in lab. The principal disadvantage is that
it antagonizes students yho resent the need to work with yet one more
machinib

PLATO provides better instruction than a workbook, homework, drill,
lecture, or a tutor. It ig less satisfactory than audio-v;sual ajids, a *
text, programmed learning, or class discussion. In different ways PLATO is
both better and worse than a traditional lab. PLATO'sS most useful role
may be that of a tutor, especially for students who need to make up missed
lessons or who have had difficulty assimilating the work in the classroom.

Use and Lessons
’ PLATO was used in class for supplementary instruction and for review.
In the future the instructor would like to use PLATO as a tutorial, and not
during classtime. She most expressly does not want lab gacrificed to -
PLATO.

The texts used in the course were Keeton's Blological Science, second
eition, and the biology department lab manual as well as handouts. PLATO
lessons were chosen from the catalog to match topics in the departmental ™
syllabus. The topics most suited to PLATO are those of meiosis and mitosis.
The Crocketts' lessons are especially fine since they present material from
the student's point of view. Lessons on natural selaection by Hyatt and
Drosophila genetics draw most actively upon the special characteristics of
PLATO. HNone of the lessons were too easy for the class although the lesson
on genetics seamed too involved. Few students complained about the learning
lavel of the lesgons. The instructor would like to see lesaong on tha endo-
crine and nervous systems added to the PLATO curriculum and would lika to
see accompanying microfiche materials made available. Future lassons should
be designed to be adaptable to as many syllabi and pedagogical stylea as
possible and should be keyed to standard lab manuals.

L

Mechanicg and Administration

-

No mechanical or scheduling problems wrose. The instructor has had
University of Illinois extension courses in the use of PLATO and managed
her own roster and curriculum. '

ETS pretests, posttests, and attitude surveys were given although gome
material in the ETS tests was not covered in the syllabus.

While PLATO has had no immediate effect on her career, the instructor
geeg PLATO as the instruction of the future. ..Even 86, it will not replace

. 107
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'éystudents
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Biclogy Instructor #12 -- continued

+ B .
- . (]
-, - L]
-~ -

the clasgsroom teacher. PILATO has aff;;;-d/ﬂer classroom method. Xt has
encroached a bit into laboratory; it k&s also placed more emphasis eon

clasgs discussion, which providas }/l{eans of determining the effectiveness - '
of PLATO lectures. / ? i v

- .
»
/

General Biclogy ~ 1 {lab} : - )

) . Y
o+
-§ -
3
.“ r -‘
:uﬂ;j .
- — "“fil":-"“"’ i
S l-l . g : L) ’
I IR o :
.ﬂ. gﬂ..n:ﬂ. N J ln! 'n: 'nl L } 4 4 £ !‘ht‘i" a
'} 2. 4 d 8 18 12 14 16 18 29

: ' B S
Usage distribution d

Total=s: 34 ztudents, 195 hours, Average: 5.7

A

i
§
™
\E
'

W

-

.”L”&”'”:ﬂ'ﬂen*m-”:”-”: e e e I 1 L0L
2 2 4 5* 8 18 12 14

16 18 28

Usage distribytion )
Totals: 30 students, 179 hours, Average: 6.9
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_ ID NUMBER  Biology Instrudtor #13 o T~
. A \‘x\ _
COURSE INFORMATION ~-. \ ‘ : T~
Number ', General Biology - 1 [labl] ‘ N
*Enrollment ‘ . 20/21 | ' \
" Schedul ‘ during class - o
chedule- uring class
. : “ . hg \\\\
PLATO Use réplace class instruction and/or lab,
¥ ' review and practice, supplement homework
¥ . o .
. .. Roster site coordinator, asst site coordinator
1!\#-?: oy, .. . .
“ CQurriculum self, site coordinator, asst site
coordinator
) Lesson Source . course catalog \\\ .
Lesson Preview some \ ' -
ETS o no*
COURSE EVALUATION . | | .
' Level of Lessons . easy tw too.difficult, depending upon
5 . - L . students' abilitids * .~
-, N N “ \‘\
. ... Quantity of Lessons less than to more than sufficient, o
. T “depending upon topic - {\ -
’ - ‘\\\ " I : \‘\
N Quality of Lessons very high Y -
. ) _ \& - <
% Lessons Previewed 0 (before use by students) \\\\ AN
Sessions Affected by Failure 2 B\”
Would You Use Your Own Time yes
to Improve PEATO Instruction
INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION )
First PLATO Contact  staff meeting; ca. 1971 . e
U of .I.Extension Course ) none ]
PIATO Lessons Designed 0
PIATO Lessons Programmed 0 ’ ‘ N
Release Time norne
Prior PLATO Use Spring 74 - Fall 75
Source of PLATO Training self, site coordinator, asst site coordi-
’ nator, U of I staff
Years Teaching 19
Years at this College , 15
Tenure yes ., "
Q Term beginning/end T - . 2
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY —- Biology Instructor #13
H \
General :

PLATQ'S influence on achievement varies according to student ability.
Better students achieve more and they master more of the PLATO material.
A similar correlation is seen in student attitudes; better. students enjoy
PLATO more. PLATO's great strength is that it is an aliternate medium which’
students generally enjoy using. 1Its great disad?antages are its mechanical
failures, esgpecially terminal malfunctions, and programming errors in
lessons. P TO is better than a workbook, audio-visual aids, homework,
and programmed learning. It is not as satisfactory as lectures, tutors, -
class dlscusSLQn, or laboratory. fThe lnstructor is undec1ded about its
rank in comparlson with textbook and drill.

~ Use and Lessons

. PLATO was hsed durlng classtime to replace classnmﬁlimstructlon, for
review and practlce, and to supplement homework. In the future, the
instructor would like to have more free hours for PLATO use on a casual
basis outside of class. .

As texts, the class used Curtis' Biology and Freeman Company separates.
, = 'Appropriate PLATO:lessons were selected from the printed catalog.

Y Topics in physiology best fit PLATO. The lessons on physiology and
the body system and DNA were selected as particularly good. ILessons
on ‘serology and the lesson on diffusion featuring Manny Molecule employed
PLATO'sispe01alscha;acterlstlcs particularly well. Unfortunately, fow
" .lessons fit the instructor's syllabus. Learning level was hard to assess
since there was such a varlety of student abilities. No lesson was too
easy arid the lesson on respiration experiments was too hard.

In the future, using teachers should suggest new lessons. New topics
ought to include lessons on the skaletal system and the endocrine system.
Both new and existing lessons should be designed for more flexible arswer
judgirig and to provide answers when students can not answer the question.

" Technical ‘problems with microfiche materials should be resolved and print-
outs should be made mof¥e availabile.

. -

Mechanics and Administration

Two PLATO sessions. were interrupted by serious mechanical failures
and other mechanical problems occurred during other periods; frequently
the classtime was salvaged for other work. The instructor has never been
able to schedule the hour he preferred hut this term the allotted time was
'1053 enough not to be inconvenient. He suggested that teachers take turns

r certain prime time PLATO slots. :
4
Allan Meers or Richard Neapolitan managed the course roster and Meers
prowided additional aid in the use of PLATO.

@he course had no ETS contact. :
1

ERIC - o Hoe
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Biﬁlégy Instructor #13 —- continuei\ ) &

PIATO is ancther weapon in the ihstructor's arsenal. It has affected N
this instructor's classroom teaching since students bring materials covered -
on PLATO to class for discussiom. The instructor enjoys using PLATO:; he
feels as if a segsion on PLATQO is much like a field tzip.

\ ' :

General Eiclogy -~ 1 [;ab]

e

¥students

Vi
<

' y ) .
! .l'l: A =n|”=ﬂ||—|_=|_|_||-|=n|n_=_ A II"I- } A ;I'l._=hr5
B8 2 4 b -8 is 12 14 .. 16 18 2d +

-

Usage distribution

Totals: 23 students, 186 hours.g Average: 8.1‘

) . - . 3
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ID NUMBER Biology Iﬁsgrudtor #14
" COURSE INFORMATION : f) .
* Number - J General Bioleogy - 1 flab] (2 sections)
*Enrollment /55 (both sectionéf* ) \\\1 ‘
" Schedule ) during class; out of class, term nals'
. not reserved
PLATO Use review and practice
Roster - self\
Cyrriculum self

Lesson Source
Lgsson Preview
ETS -

COURSE. EVALUATION

Lé%gl of Lessons
_Qpantity of lLessons
. Ouality of Lessons
% Lessons Previewed (approx.)
Sessions Affected by Failure

Would You Use Your Own Time
to Improve PLATO Instruction

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
First PLATO Contact

U of I Extension Course

. b—_—

PLﬁTﬁ‘Lessons Designed
PLATO Lessons Programmed
Release Time -
Prior PLATO Use R
Source of PLATO Training
Years Teaching

Years at this College

Tenure

L

*Term beginning/end

course datalog, fellow instructor
no response

pretests, posttests, ;Eﬁitude surveys

Ly

*

apﬁropriate' RN N *
sufficient T .

average (1/3) to high {2(3)

70%

1

not at present

-

‘fellow instructor .

Fall 74, Jordan, iﬁffb??ébring 75, Joxrdan,
advanced '

1

1

none

sPring 75, Fall 75

sélf, credit course .o
Ino response

2 R :

no

1i2




.- Use and Lessons ‘

L

INTERVIEW SUMARY -~ Biology Thstructor #14 B o )

Gggeral . o o _ _ -
\gll students are equally nLceptive to PLATO bu{ PLATO seems to be -
de51g ed for average students; poorer students seem to have far dgreater .
expectatlons for what PLATO can 8o for them and are disappointed more
often. ‘PLATO can break througlil the intimidation which texts offer to
‘certain students and can provide instruction without social embarrassment. '
Unfortunately, poor reading and‘typing skills sometimes get.in the way of o
real achievement and, moreouey, t enough terminals are available at
one time for a class of 35 stpdénts.

N
PLATO 15 superior to workbaoks, homework. anﬂNE:OgréﬁﬁEa‘IEarntng:
it is equal to a lab, but is not: as satlsfac as™audio~visuals, text,

drill in class, lectur?; or tutots. . o ~—

\

PLATO was used 'in| two sectiong of Blblbgy 111 to repche in-class time
and to provide supplem ntary review for class lessons. The instructor wanted
. to use PLATO for both her.biology classes but she was unable initially to
obtain sufficient timed . She noted there was real jealousy among the students
in the class.that was ot at first able to use PLATO. Students were also
encouraged to use PLA \on their own time as tefﬂinals were available.

The text for .fhe cburse was Biology Today, second edition; a lab | - '
manual was used As were occasional audio-visual aids. The instructor
selected the PLATO lessons with the assistance of Sally Lee, with whom
she compared notes on the lessons. In the future,; she plans to review
all lessons she is considering for incluBion. e

Among the t?pics which fit PLATO well are the cell, photosynthesis,
and respiration; lessons presently available in those topics are particularly

.~good. Lessons by cerfain authors are‘regularly less satisfactory. The

lessons on cells and diffusion and all of the lessonhs by Crockett employ

most effectively PLATO's most unique characteristics. No comment was made

on the general learning level of the lessons, although the lesson on e
photosynthesis was identified as particularly difficult for her class.

In the future, however, lessons should be designed as simply as possibla. - .
Lessons aimed at an audience of University of Illinois students are
probably of limited appeal to a community college audience., Present
lessons by .Crockett and Boggs provide just right level of instruction and
might serve ai modelg.for future development. ILessons with good visual
presentations produce good results. After the lessons on diffusion -and
cell structure, the students did much betteér on an examination and in
lab.

Mechanics and Adminiatrafinn

Machanical interruptiona ware rares and when they occurred, lab aides
handled them easily. Except for the fact that both gactions could not initially
be scheduled for PLATO, no scheduling difficulties occurred: ghe was able to

obtain the hours ahe,EE?ted for the class which wig able to uge PLATO at first.
- 1:

4 e, 1 1;3' *
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, Biology Instructor #14 -~Jéon£inued

the instructor managed her own curriculum and- roster. Errol Magidson
and Yvonne Pierce provided assistance. in the course. The instructor has
taken both the introductory and advanced University of Illinois extension
courses in the use of RIATO, -
. .
ETS tests were given.
. f"
1
f:?/

' General Biology -‘.,i'i-r[lab]

A
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'.rl_!n'.ﬂ.”. y .H:H-H: Loy .ll"l: : :I- } .J'lﬁnhrs
g 2 ¥ & 8 18 1z 14 16 18 20 -
Usage distribution _
Tgtals: 35 students, 223 hours. Average: 6.4
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Usage distribution
Totals: 37 students, 287 hours. Average: 5.6
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'ID.NUMBER Biclogy Instructor #15

COURST IuFoadgmmoN
Name g} ’
“*Enfollment T -
‘Schedule |
PLATO Use
Rostey
Curriculum
Léssﬁn'Source
Lesson Preview
ETS

COURSE EVALUATION

Level of Lessons
Quantity of Lessons
Quality of Lessons

}

% Lessons Previewed (approx.)
Sessions affected by Failure!
Would Ydly Use Your Own Time

to Improve PLATO Instruction

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION

Firat PLATO Contact -

U of I Extension Course

PLATO Lessons Designéd

PLATO ILaegsons Programmed

Release Time

Pricr PLATO Usé

Source of PLATO Training
~ Years Teaching .

Years at this College

Tenure

*Tarm beginning/end ’

General Biolegy - 1 [labl
32/26 -'
during class ' .
review and practice
site coordinator or asst site coordinator
" agst site coordinator '
course catalog ‘ - ..
some ' o .
pretests, posttests, attitude surveys
e e
appropriate. ) }_
less than sufficient
averdge to better 1 average
254 I
2 - 3,

YES' Cos

college PLATO staff
‘none b
0

0
nﬁne _ B
_Fall 73 - Fall 75
salf, site coordinstor, fellow instructor
30

1M

-~ 3

yeas.
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY ~-- Biology Instructor #15

General

PLATO 18 a medium that most gtudents enjoy, and seems to have advan-
tages for most. A few students dislike it, and slower students seem to
have more difficulty adapting to the medium, but PLATO can be fitted to the
needs of both poor and good students. Mest importantly, PLATO holds
students individually accountable for the work and permits them to work
at their own rate and speed. Its graphic capabilities provide greatér
impact in instruction. Unfortunately, not all students can use machines
individuallys problems with terminals means that terminalg must be shnred.
Moreover, some students simply do not like the machines.

PLATO is only clearly better than class drill, homework, programmed
learning and tutors. TIn different respects it is both better and worse
than othar available media. .
T oA

Qge and Lessons

PLATO was scheduled during classtime for review and practice. In the-
future, PLATO will not be used to replace lab sessions. Ideally, PLATO
ought to be available on a casual basis, tha student choosing the time and
the extent of his use. .

The course‘required Blology Today by Kirk, the lab manual, and the -
biology exercises for Biology 111 and 112. The PLATO lessons were chosen
to conform to materials covered in clags, both in content and in pedagogical
approach. In the future, lesson difficulty also will be considered.

Because data can.be compresséd and instantly displayed, quantifiable
topics such as population growth are well suited to PLATO ag are topics
that require motion such as diffusion and osmogis. The best currant lessons
available are those on ecology and a few of the genetics lessons; all are
accurate and are well programmed. The lessons which blat fit the 111 syllabus
were those on cell structure and function, human anatomy and physiology,
nenron structure and function, digeation, cardiac cycle, and ths heart.
No lesson was too easy and some were too hard, notably Drogophila genetics )
and population 1aasonaz cell structure seamed just right. Lsssons on diffusion
and blood typing bast employed PLATO's capability for animation.

In the future, ‘'new lesson# should be reviewed by skillful users who
can suggest cliaiijés and improvements prior to release. Current lessons
should be minutﬁlg;evaluated to eliminate problems which students £ind
troublesome. Neéew leasons on evolution’ and chemistry should bg—developsd.

Mechanics and Administration

More system difficulties occurred this semester than préviously.
Bchaduling seemed to be no problem except that PLATO should be available
on a cagual basis for thoge who wish to use it. The instructor managed
both her own roster and her own curriculum. Gary Hyatt, Lér Porch, and
Erzrol Magidson helped the inmstructor use PLATO. f

]

-
¥
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Biology Instructor #15 -- céntinued
. i _
ET3 pretests, ‘posttests, and attitude questionnaire were given. The
BETS posttest is not entirely satisfactory. The instructor does not like
. to use it for a final since she disputes the usefulness of some of the
questions. As a consequence, she was obliged to give an additional final
examination. The pretesp, however, seems quite satisfactory.

PLATO is not a subsLitute for a teacher, although, perhaps in a few
cages it may replace an occasional teacher. Its chief use is as a supple- .
ment and as a means of dealing with instruction for which the teacher does
not uswally have time. Although PLATO may be an added chore for the teachar,
it == like all new experignces -~~~ is enriching.

-

General Biology - 1 [lab)

\

-

v #¥students

- - hrs -
a .2 T4 6 g 19 12 . 14 16 18 29

Usage distribution
Totals: 33 students, 186 hours, W Average: 5.6

Q | 1 1'7 . .
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ID NUMBER Biology Instructor #16

-

COURSE INFORMATION

Name General Biology - 1 [lab]
*Enrollment o . 45/ -

Schedule ‘ out of clagg, terminals reserved:

out of class, terminals not reserved

"PLATO Use supplement

Roster asst site coordinator

Curriculum asst site coordinator

Lesson Source f course catalog

Lesson Preview yes

E&S no

COURSE ‘EVALUATION

Level of lessons , appropriate
Quantity of Lesazons ) sufficient
,  Quality of Lessons - average .
% Leszons Previewed {(approx.) 50%
Sessions Affected by Failure few (number not given)
Would You Use Your Own Time no xresponse

to Improve PLATO Instruction

-

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION

First PLATO Contact ’ college PLATO staff
U of I Extension Course none
PLATO Lassons Designed 0
PLATO Lessons Programmed 0
Release Time none
Prior PLATC Use Spring 75, Fall 75
Source of PLATO Trainina asst site co&rdinqtox
Yeary Teaching . 10 )
Years at this College 4
‘Tenure — yes

#Term beginning/end "
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ID NUMBER Biology instructor #16

COURSE INFORMATION

Name ) Anatomy ana Physiology - 1

*Enxollment ' 317/

Sqhedule . cut of class, terminals reserved;
out of class, terminals not reserved

PLATO Use St review and practice, supplement homework

Roster k asst site coordinator . :

Curriculum .  asst gite coordinator

i Lesson Source course catalog : i
Lesson Preview . yes
ETS no ) o7
COURSE _EVALUATION ‘ . . f )
- ‘ Level of Lessons appropriage

Quantity of Lessons sufficient

Quality of Lessong average

s Léssons Previewed:(approﬁ.} 50% .

Sessions Affected by Failure féw {number not given)

Would You Use Your Own Time no response’

to Improve PLATO Instruction

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
rirst PLATO Contact _ college PLATO staff
. U of I Extension Course none .

PLATO Lessong Designed 0

PLATO Lessons Programmed 0

Reldase Time none

Prior PLATO Use Spring_ 75, Fall 75

Source of PLATO Training asst aite coordinator

Years Teaching 10 .

Years at this College 4 )

Tenure -~ yes

¥

*Perm beginning/end
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY ~- Biology Instructor #16

No interview conducted.

General Biology ~ 1 [labl

|III 1 | 1 ! 1 L 1 } i
T

[
T T L
.

5} 2

.”,:1. N
4

Usage distribution :
Totals: 26 students, 26 hours. fiverage: 1.8

1

Anatomy and Physiology = 1

D 8 14 12 ‘14 16 18 28

)
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P |
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* e

-3 . | .

I!'I i _! |_Ll |-| : n 1 l‘_ 1_&{_ 1 El' 1 II’ 1 : 1 l :\ : i _= h.r..5

g 2 4 6 ‘8 1 12 14 16 18 28
Usage Ar1stribution

Totale: 22 student=s, 5@ hvs. FHverage: 2.3
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ID NMBER  Blology Instructor #17 ‘ ' -
CQURSE INFORMATION : . . 3 *
Name : General Biology - 1 [labl ) o
*Enrollment - 35/21 . . "o
Schedule > during clasa, outside of class, terminala
! not resetrved .
PLATO Use 15 review and practicde, supplement homework ﬁ7
| Rostex : © self . - ' ' .
“—Curriculum - . self ‘
Lesson Source E course catalog . ™
Leasﬁn Preview . Yes . - .-
ETS . ‘pretests, posttests, attitude survey
. t ) I_ A — - . - J ‘
COURSE BVALUATION - ’ ‘
‘Level of Lassons . ﬁgpropriate : ' . .- i
Quantity of Lessons - " more fhan sufficient .
Quality of Lash_ons - high “’\ ) ‘ ¢ -
A Lesgons Previewed 100% | h -
-® Segsions Affected by'Failure -2 N _
" Would You Use Your Own Time yes _ e

to Improve PLATO Instruction ™=

P |

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION _ o
First PLATO Contact college PLATO staff, fellow instructor

U of I BExtension Course Fall 74, Joxdan, intro: Bpring 75,
B . Jordan, advanced
PLATO Lassons Designeéd 1 {invpart) : .
PLATO Lessons Programmed 0 . .
Release Tima | none T )
Prior PLATO Use - Fall 74 - Pall 75
Sourge of PLATO Trq:l.ning credit course
Years Teaching 15
Years at this College 3+ ) '
Tenure , yas | -'.I

*Teym beginning/end

ERIC 121
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY -- Biology Inatructor #17 o : /

General . i . : P

-

In apite of the fact thatf most students im tha class liked PLATO,
some are antagonized by it and refuse to.use it, Average and slightly
below average students like PLATO best because it provides repetition. -
PLATO's contributiog to achievement is mixed: with very poor gtudents
" nothing geems to help, smart students do not really need PLATO. Again,
it is the average student that benefits most from PLATO but some students -~
can not read sufficiently well to use it to best 4dvéntage. Y Although
PLATO helps rsduce the load of lecture material, its use requires more
time’ than is cQr¥@ntly available. One hour mer waek, its presesnt use, .
is not sufficiepf but no more time can be spared for itw Morsover,
the number of terminals available is insufficient to serve the entire

class. _ ‘ . . f’ ' ~

" PLATO is baetter than class.drill,. pfog‘ramed lesarning, anél clasgs
discussion but it is not as sapisfactory as homework, a text, 1octure,
or laboratory. - .

' Uss a-nd lasaons f- . L ' -
The text for tthe courss, Biological Science by Kseton, was sipplemented
- by other #ids, especially programmed leirning materials. 'rh- inktructor
.and a colleague divided the task of reviewing the available PLATO lessons
‘and selected thou most appropriate for the course. * .

]
Topics in chemistry and phototynthnlis are best suited to PLATO.
'The best individual lessons are those by Faye Bomer. Lessons by another
instroctor were identified as gocd but perhaps not as suitable for community
ege students. Lag Phase of Cell Growth is also-particularly good.
ssons by Ingersol and Franciz exploit most fully ths unique capabilities
of PLATO. The Crocketts' lasson on structure and function was sing out
as a particularly good realization of materials in the PLATO hedium. )
PLATO curriculum could ba enriched by 2dding lessons in microbiolegy,
macromcleculee, and nucleic acide. In general, PLATO lessons nesd more
interaction between PLATO and the students. The learning level of most .
lessons was satisfactory; none were too easy although a few weére too hard,
the: Crocketts' lesson on the structure of the cell ‘exemplifies just the right
‘level. In general, the simplest lessons are best for her students since
many have had no high school science. More difficult lessons ere essigned o,
to students who do the baginning work well. ’

Mechanics and Administrétion

-

.~ Very few mechanical problems arose; during the-course there was only
one complete failure of the system.’ Since the course meets :Ifn the after-
.noon,” no scheduling problems occurreds ‘ ‘

by - -

The instructor managed her own curriculum and roster. Bob 'I'a_'ylor and
Banford Rush provided general assistance.

-




‘\were unsatzsfactory. . A
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Usage distribut ion - A . N
Totals: 3§ *Ef.’cuc_!en’cs, 126 hours. fverage: 3.\€ ‘ :
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Blology Instructor #17 - contlnued - ' ! ’ :
The course included the ETS pretests, posttests, and attitude question- //
naires. The instructor rates the posttest as very good; only two questions .

The instructor foresees only good for PLATO. It will not and can not
replace teachers but it is & valuable aid and this instructor will.use any
aid she can get., It has made her a hetter teacher since students’ reactions
to PLATO provide a valuable source of informatlon about the course and
methods, -

General Biology - 1 [lab] ’ '
e

/
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. ‘. ID NUMBER . Biology Instructor #18 ‘
. - - - -
~ \ I ’
x : : AN : : . . \
coursn. INFORMATION . - ) : S . ‘
Name . . enek%l Biology - 1-[lab} .

*Enrollment . (- 35432

Schedule . duriﬁg classtime; outside of class,
t terminals reserved; outside of class,

terminals not reserved .
. —— . - A

B PLATO Use . . replace classroom and/or lab, review and \\.
* ’ . : ., 'practice; supplement homework
Roster . - . _ '\’ ' self . SN N
Curriculum ’ self

Lesson Source o course catalog

.Lesson '15_::eview \ . yes ., B ' .
E?i - -, pretests, posttests, attifﬁﬂe surveys .
- : : .

COURSE EVALUATION

Level of l.essons 2; - " appropriate
Quantity of Lessonsg sufficient . .o .
' Quallty of Lessons . " average - s A ‘~_
% Lessons Prev1ewed (apprax ) \hOO% : _ . ©

;ﬁ'"Sesslons Affected by Failure « 9 " . ) : ) LT

Would You“use Your Own Time ~  yes ' B . -
to Improve- ?LATO Instruction - v ’ R

. ) - . . L

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
L =

First PLATOhcsntaqt_‘ R fellow instructor | \dgﬂﬂﬁsgs
U of I Extension Couxse . Spring 74, Ghesquiere, intro ‘ S
PLATO Lessons Designed - = 3 : L

~ PLATO Lessons Programmed\l‘ 2

1 Release Time . Spring 74, Summer 74, Summer 75
Priox PLATO Use' ' . Spring ‘74’ - Fall 75 \ . 4
Source of.PLATO Trainlng : self, site coordznator, Vof I séaff ‘
Years Teachlng 20 '
Years:at thlS College - -2 172 T T T TET .
Tenure . . no )

*Term beginning/end 124 - :
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ID NUMBER Biology Instructor #8,

COURSE INFORMATION

Name
*Enrollment
Schedule

PLATO Use

Roster
Curriculum

Lesson Source

Lesson Preview

el of Less;;§ %hhf"aiEkicﬁiﬁ S TTTT—
K -Quantity of Lessons suggfdient i-=«-- T
Quality Lessons - average - ]
" % Lessons Previewed {approx.) - 100% ot . ’
Séssions affected by Failure ' noné
Would You Use Your Own Time ﬁés . . ” . .

to Improve PLATO Instruction

INSTRUCTOR - INFORMATION -
First PLATO Contact

L_‘.

U of I Extension Course
PLATO Lessons Designed
“~ PLATO Lessons Programmed
Release Time
Prior PLATO Use
Source of PLATO Training
Years Teachiﬁé_ ) -
) Yegrs at this College ~

clenure
T oy

beginning/end

' course catalog; récomended'by' Uof I

100

General Biology - 2 [labl
37/38

during class; outside of class,

terminals reserved; outside of class,
terminals not reserved .

-

replave classroom and/or 1abj*réview
and practice, .supplement homework, extra -
credit :

self
self

staff, fellow instructors, college PLATO
staff ' :

yes
pretests, posttests, attitude suijrys

¥

M

R SO
fellow instructor
Spring 74, Ghesquiere, intro
3 ) . \-'. “ .
2 : . ‘ j il )
Spring. 74, Surmer 74, Summer 75\
Spring 74 - Fall 75 SN .
self, site coordinatax*kgxéf I staf
2 0 7 - " _
2 1/2

no

e
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- INTERVIEW SUMMARY -~ Biolegy Instructor #18
General . ,
No general statement can be made about the contribution of PLATO to
students' achievement but it does appear to help in some classes and students

seem to feel it helps. Answers containing the phrasing provided by the
PLATO lessons frequantly appear on quizzes given in class. Moreover, _: )
PLATO seems to help both basic and advanced students. Student attitudes \
toward PLATO vary depending upon the class, although as a general rule

sharper students are not as enthusiastic about PLATO until basic haterials
have beefi passed and more challenging material is available. PLATO's

great strengths are its individual pacing, its branching, and its record
keeping capabilities. Its greatest weakness is poor design in some lessons.

Use and Les=sons

PLATO was used in one section of Biology 111 and one section of 112. '7Time
was split between both sections, which used the facilities alternately.
PLATO was scheduled for use in class and out of class. Moreover, students
were eﬁcouraged to use it'on a non-scheduled basis. PILATO was used to
replace classroom instruction, for review 'and practice, and to. supplement
homework. ) . '

Both classes ,used Biolo » a lab manual, and class handouts.

Students also worked on individusd, projects. PLATO lessons were selected
by review of the gn-line index.

Topics best suited to PLATO are materials requiring repetition, which
might otherwise be dull, and experimental materials, including topics in
enzymes and DNA construction.. The best current lessons available are
Glycosis, because of its animation and its simplification of a very
difficul® topic, and Protein Synthesis, simce the lesson offers drill
and practical construction of the protein structure that is rewarding.
Moreover, the lesson on protein synthésis Seemed to best employ PLATO's
special characteristics. A moxe than ample number of lessons were suitable
for .the instructor's course syllabus for Biology 111 although the learning
lavel of many was too hard. HNonewere too easys ' -

s In the design of future lessons, special attention should be pald
'to éxploiting PLATO's capa01t1es to the fullest. MNew lessons in genetic
drill problems and dilution. expe¥iments should be designed: current lessons
‘could be improved by 1ndividualizlng them &g.match the pedagogical prac-
tices of the instructor and by providing greater b¥itmk :

v I
ALbn’ L ¢ ew

Hechanics ahd Administration L
\‘ . .

Far fewer meChanical difficulties occurred than formerly: the only
scheduling problem was obtaining more free time for students to use PLATO. .
on a casual basis. The instructor, who has taken the introductory course
on PLATO, managed his own curriculum and'roster. '

ETS pretests were given; the pretests seemed to be improving in
quality.

-126
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Biology Instructor #18 -~ continuedz

The instructor sees PLATO a8 an interesting and stimulating accessory
to conventional learning which frees the teacher frem routine tasks and
should pexrmit better instruction. It is not a replacement for the teacher
but an adjungt that will take over some of the teachexr's duties to free
the instructoxr for more time to work individually with students.

General ﬁiology - j'llalﬁ

L
L4

wn #stydients

Jhrs
2 4 6 3 16 12 14 18 28

Usage distribution . .
Totals: 37 students, 352 hours. ARverage: 9.5

General Biology - 2 [lab]

™~

#styudents

[ ] . s

” r1 ﬂ ([l .[‘;n.r1.”.' .n.m1;g.: LT

, { B } { } ! i hrs
8 14 12 14 . 16 18 280

m:

w+ o Usage distribution- L TR
Jotals: 36 students, 287 hours. - Average: 5.8

| - 147
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COURSE INFORMATION

Name *

*Enrgllment

Schedule

PLATO Use - ”
Roster

Curriculum

Lesson Sﬁﬁrce

Lesson Preview

ETS

COURSE EVALUATION
Levdl of Lessons

Puanti%y of Lessons
Quality of Lessons’ ‘

% Lessons Praviewed (approx.)}
. Segsiong Affected by Failure

Would You Use Your Own Time
to Improve PLATO Instruction

e
—

JINSTRUCTOR INEFORMATION
Flrst PLATO Contact

U of I Extension Cﬁurse
PLATO Lessons Designed
PLATO Lessons Programmed
Release Time

Prior PLATO Use

Source of PLATO Training
Years Teaching

Yaars at this College

' Tenure

-#T8rm beginning/end
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163

Biology Instructor #19

General Blology ~ 2 [labl
31/30

‘during class

review and practice

' self, assistant site coozdinator

self

JMourse catalog
yes

pretests, poéttests, attitude surveys

appropriate

moré than sufficient
average

100%

almost all

no

U of I staff

Fall 72, Videback, authors
3 B ‘

4

Spring 73, Summer 73
Summexr, 75, Fall 75

U of I staff

8

8

yes
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY -~ Blology Instructor #19
General '

PLATO is a useful tool, comparable to other teaching aids, which works
Jbest when teachers participate actively in the PLATO gesgsicns. It is
difficult to avaluate its effect and there iz no apparent difference in
learning among the various ability groups who use it. Many of this instruc-
tor's students preferred not to use PLATO this semaater. Thae gource of
dissatisfaction was not identified. Advanced studenta seemed raticent to
use 1t although student indifference may be more the result of thes way
PIATO i2 being used than.in the instriment itself.

Y 3

PLATO helpg locate individual difficulties better and helps the
teacher to determine vwhere to focus the lecture; its mechanical problams
. are its greatest disadvantage. PLATO is not discernibly better than other
taaching media-although there is some difficulty in evaluating other media
with PLATO. PLATO is probably not ag good as homework, class drill, and
class discussion. PLATO ghould be used for make-up work and raview along
with live tutors, a4taucher asgisting and advising.

Uge and” Lessons : -

-

PLATO was used in class for review and as a luppiempnt t0o lacturas.

Tha coursa usad a taxt by Keeton and a collega blology lab manual in
addition to several audio-~visual aids. PLATO lessong® were salected from
the printed catalog and the on~line index. Mitosis, meiosis, and ganetics
are the topics hest suited to PLATO presentation. The instructor considers
his own lesson® of high quality, aspecially tha lessons on mitosis and
meioslis, Perhaps because thay ware geared for his own students the leasons
on melosis, mitosis, genetics, menstruation, and eveolution bast suited his
syllabus. The 1earning level of most lessons was satisfactory; no lesson
was too difficult. The lesson on blood typing was too aasy and one lesson
on cell structurs he thought toc simplified. The lasaons on natural selaction,
svolution, behavior, and genetics best used PLATO's unique capabilitiaes.

In ths future, hs would use those lessons which ara accurate and complats
and not overly simplified.

In tha futurs, ths instructor would prefer to provide the studants with
handouts to bs used as a guide to the lassons to bs studied and telling
the student what to look for as he works his way through the PLATO leason.
He would also like to sae more matarial available on genetics. mMutura
lessons should be written by bioclogists and not by tachnicians and should
not sacrifice effectiveness to dazzling technology.

Mschanics and Administration

Some total failures of the system occurred this semester; PLATO seemed
as lsthargic at 8:00 a.m. as did the students. No scheduling problems
occurred however. The instructor received his trairing irp PLATO from Dx.
Videbeck and has been helped by Gary Hyatt. Laboratory aidss.in tha lab
ssction managed the curriculum and the rostear for the courss.

129
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Biology Instructor #19 -- continued

The ETS pretest was given.
. PLATO has had no effect upon his career and he sees it having little
influence on the teaching profession. .

- l :

General Biology - 2 [lab)

3

4 ||-|:|—||‘_n_=_l—| ”P”nﬂn. 1 } i :‘| } 1 :h?‘!b
2 2 4 b 18 12 14 16 18 29

vt #¥students

'Usa%e distribution .
Totals: 29 =tudents, 179 hours,

Aversge: 6.
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ID NUMBER  Biology Instructor #20

COﬁRSE INFORMATION

~ Name

*Enrollment
Schedule

PLATO Use
Roster
Curriculum
Lasszon Souéce
'Lesson Preview

s
ETS

'COURSE_EVALUATION

Level of Lessons

Quantity of lLessons

Quality of Lessons

% Lessons Previewed {approx.)
Sessions Affected by Failure

Would You Use Your Own Time
to Improve PLATD Instruction

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
Pirst PLATO Contact
U of I Extension Course

PLATO Lessons Designed
PLATO Lassons Programmed
Release Time

Prior PLATO Use

Sour&e of PLATO Tfaining
Years Teaching

Anatomy and Physiology - 1
35/35

during class; outside of class, terminals
not reserved

review and practice, supplement homework
asst site coordinator

agst site coordinator

course catalog (.
yes
no
appropriate
sufficient
high
508 . ]
1
no
-

fellow instructor
Spring 75, Jordan, intro
1

0

nons

SBummer 75, Fall 75

credit courss, gite coordinator
7

4

7

yas

Yearg at this College
Tenurae

*Term baginning/end
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ID MUNBLR Biology Instructor #20

' COJRST INFORMATION.

Name
*Encollinent |
Schedule

PLATO Use
Roster
Curriculum
Lesson Source
Lesson Preview
ETS

COURSE EVALUATION
Level of Lessons
Quantity of Lessons
Quality of Lessons
A Lessons Previewed (approx.)
Sessions Affected by Failure

tiould You Use Your Own Time
to Improve PLATO Instruction

" INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
First PLATO Contact

U of I Extension Course
PLATO Lessons Designed
PLATO Lassons Programmed
R?lnase Time

Prior PLATO Usa

Sourdd of PLATO Training
Years Teaching

Years at this College

Tenure

*Term baginning/end

Anatomy and Physiology -~ 2
35/3%

during classs outside of class, terminals
not reserved

review and practice, supplement homework
asst site coordinator

asst site ccoordinator

course catalog

yes .

no

appropriste
 sufficient

high

50%

1

no

fellow inatructor

8pring 75, Jordan, intro

1 .

r}

' none

Summer 75, Fall 75

cradit course, site coordinator
2

2

yas

132 -
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY -- Biology Instructor #20 ' -

Ganeral

It is impossible to agsseis the effect of PLATQ on achievement since
the instructor has no control group with which to geasure the PLATO class. <« -
As a general rule, however, better students do like PLATO. Its greatest )
advantages are its animation and its immediate correction of student _ -
errors. Iis greatest disadvantage is that it is iwposeible to back up
saveral frames without encountering restart problems. Currently, it is
better than a workbook, audio-visual aids, homework, or a text.: It is
not as satisfactory as other forms of instruction. -

I3

Use and Lessons

PLATO was used during classtimé and on a non~-scheduled basis outside
of clase for review and|practice and to'Supplement homework. - Appropriate
PLATO lessons were chosén from the index to fit the syllabue of the coursSa.

LI 1 R

Topics that can be animated and provide immediate correction of the .
student are best for PLATO. The best available lessons are those on neuron.
structure, photosynthesis, and the nursing program on fetal circulation.
Although the learning level of most lessons is satisfactory, the lesson on -
auxiliary control of the heart routes the student incorrectly and tharafore
is too difficult.

In the future, teachers should write the lessons and students should
test them in the classroom before they are released for genaeral uge.
While no specific improvements for lessonge' format or content were sug-
gaested, additional lessons on muecles, bones, and nervoug gystems would be
valuablea.

Mechanice and Administration

One total system failure occurred during the term but the gystem came
back up soon after go alternate materiale were not required. No scheduling
problems arose. Al Meers managed the course roster this semestar although
the instructor has done so in the pagt hergelf. R. Neapclitan provided
help with PLATO and the instructor has taken the introductory course offered
by the University of Illinois in Spring 197S.

The course had no contact with ETS.

PLATO adds to teaching resources; it is not a rival of the teachar.
PLATO has had no effect on the instructor's clasgrocom methods but gha feels
that it ha? enriched her careaer.

\

133 h
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Biology Instructor #20 -~ continued

Anatomy and Physiology ~ 1

2
| _§ -
a) . fr
5
- 4 1 !rl. : |_} 1 : 1 ! '..' |'II l_l_l : |_='hr\5
@ 2 4 6 8 1% 12 14 16 .18 2@
Usage distribution )
: \ Totals: 31 students, 260 hours. ﬁverage:_ g.6
\l
. Aeatomy and Physiology ~ 2
4
X |
£ |-
3
3
P
: .
In- :ﬂ.ﬂ{_HJ :n.m;n. ) i t L } L } 1 } L | hrs

8 2 4 b 8 19 12 14 16 18 28

Usage distribution :
Totals: 21 students, 56 hours. Average: 2.7
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ID_NUMBER Biology Instructor #21

-

COURSE INFORMATION *
Néﬁe' Anatomy and Physioclogy - 1
*Enrollment . 44/

" Sghedule during classtime
PLATO Usea . reviewand practice, supplement homework,
: extracredit .

" Roster site cdbrdinatos
Curriculum " self
Lesson Source course catalog
Legson Preview ) no responge

ETS no

COURSE_EVALUATION

Laval of Lesasons easy
Quantity of Lessons . less than sufficient
Quality of lLessons l average .
A Lessons Previewsd (approx.) . 25%
Sessions Affected by Failure 2
c w;uld You Use Your Own Time _ yes
te Improve PLATO Instruction
INSTRUCTOR INFORMATTON '
First PLATO Contact college PLATO staff
U of I Extension Course ~ none '
PLATO Lassons Designed . 0
PLATO Lassons Programmed 0
Release Time none
. Prior PLATO Use © Pall 74 -~ Fall 75
Source of PLATO Training gelf
Years Teaching - 8’
Years at this College 5. '
' Tenure yes

*Term beginning/eand

RC™  4gs
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COURET IUFORMIATION
Mamea
*Enrollment
Sghadule
PLATO Use :
Roster
Curriculum Cﬂ; -
Lesson Source )
Lasson Preview ’
‘BTS
COURSE EVALUATION
Level of Lessons
Quantity of Lessons
" Quality of Lessons .

% Lassons Previawed (apﬁrox.J
Sessiong Affected by Failure

Would You Use Your Own Time
to Improve PLATO Instruction

) INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
Eirst PLATO Contact
U of I Extension Course
PLATO ﬂclaons'ncsignod
PLATO Lassons ?roﬁrammod‘
. Relsase Time
_Prior PLATO Use
Source of. PLATO Training

Years Yeaching .
Years at this College

‘Tenure

#Tern beginning/end

136

‘Biology Instructor #21

n

111 I .

Anatomy and Physiology - 2 _
a0/
cutside of class, terminals not resarved

reviewand practice, supplement hamawork,
extracradit

site coordinator
salf

course catalog
yes i

no

F]

-

easy .
lass than sufficient

average - . S
284 : |

o

yes ‘ .

collage PLATO staff
none

o

o

nona

Fall 74 - Fall 75 :
self

8

5

yes

v wip
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INTERVIEN SUMMARY -—- Biology Instructor #21 .
* General * . . - : ‘ )
L ————

In its present state PLATO is of limited use for advariced physiology
and anatomy classes 51nce'mosn of. the materials are.not really applicable.
PLATO is useful, however, students in more basic courses. Students in
introductdry courses like PLATO since it gives them the material in a-
different form and one that is re enterta;nzng-than diréct instruction.
If PLATO has a -sgerious drawback, it iz~the exacting difficulty of answer

: Judglng. On the whole, PLATO is better than®a workbook, audio~visual aids,
" programmed learning, and laboratory. It is not as satisfactory as other
media or ﬁogms .of instruction. : ' 78

[

Use and Lessons

-

_ e text for the dourse was Human Anatomy and PhY81010gx by Sheappano
“et al. Kpproprlate PIATO 1essons were selected from the on-line index.

Blbod typing, breathing mechanisms, and cardiac cyclé were the topics -
whlch best suited PLATO. _The lesson on cardiac- functlon wag particularly’ _
good because it actpally- showed the pump:ng mechanisms of the heart in -
action and was acccmpanled by sound. ' Studénts found ‘it particularly !
effective;, it seems to be a lesson which exploits uniquely well the characP
ter;stlcs of PLATO. Although few of the available lesspns fit the instructor's
syllabus, those that were appropriate were not too difficult for the class.
Lessons on cells were too easy. In the future, new lessons” should be
developed by the using teachers. New lessons should be @eveloped in -
muscular, endocrine, and nervous systems. More lesgons in physiology

\ generall# vould be appropriate. '‘Both new and old lessons nieed to be equipped
: with flexible answer judginy. ' Answer judglng that is too- eaprlciously
acting discourages the student. " :

L]

Jl .

. Mechanics and Administration ) ‘__ . \,
: ot b

Neither mechanical'failﬁres‘nor sche&ﬁling preblems arose, For the
most part, Joan-Sweany managed the course roster although the instructor
is competent to do so. Sweany -also provided general help with PLATO.
*The course had no ETS contact.
f on fhe whoie, PLATO will pxoviﬁe a good influence on teaching; it will
. hot réplace teachers, While students like it as a supplement, it can not
replace lab or lecture. So far, PLATO has had no impact on this instryctor's
* ¢ gareer., . x ’ :
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"#5tudents
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’ Anétomy'-an_d Physiology - 2

B . — . . - v . - N - . .
e : @ . i I
- ) ;
N 3 N~ - L
-

113
5 ) o ) . _}

»\\ . . I]
Y

Biolog\ir Instructor #21 -- continued

_ Anatomy and Physiology - 1 -

1

ks

'J—|_l_ } 1!.“‘!.”1.”:“!‘: .Tl'ii'l. } \ 1 M T %TI,'—}']"!T‘S
"H . -.2'- 4 6 8 19 .12 .14 16 _13'_: 4’}

Usage distribution .
Totals: 38 students, 182 hours. Average: 2.

2F L -
“ - »
% ] * i
2 .
| W
H . l
AN n
5
i T P P R S Ry WS
B2 "4 B § 18 1z 14 - 16 18 z@ |’
Usage djstribution
Totals: 27 =tudents, 46 heur2. Averages: 1.5
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* ' SUBJECT COORDINATOR'S SUMMARY -~ CHEMISTRY . ,
Curriculum : ) . . ' A

u,

Ay
" The greatest portlon of the chemlstry lessons made availaﬁle to the
ity colleges were written by chemistry faculty ang graduate students
at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, orgisally for use at.
that campus. Since much of the content of the university courses was
similar to that of the community college courses,- cften.lesaons were used
without modification. However,. some instructors fcund that the lessons were
too difficult, or that they adopted a less favored pedagogy, or that they
ignored some subject matter completely. Consequently, several instructcrs
began to write new lessons or to revise existing 1esscﬂ§\tc make them more
suitable for thelr own classes. One instructor rewrote several lessons that
he had written while a student at the university. Moreover, a number of
interested chemistry teachers at the City Colleges of Chicago formed a group
intent upon improving PLATO instruction and creating more chemistry lessons.
That project has created a dozen new lessons, now in.the last stages of

revigion, especlally designed for students with little or no background ln
chemlstxy.

&

Still, there remain gaps in the normal classroom instyuction curriculum
that have not been filled with suitable PLATO lessons. Although this
condition may be remedied in a few years, the problem is compounded by the
fact that there are go many different types of classes and so many different
legitimate ways of presenting any single topic. - )

During the’past semester, approximately sixty lessons were offered,
dealing with topics suchi as background mathematics skills, the metric system,
solutidén chemistry, titrations, elements, compounds, 'chemical equations,
Sstoichiometry, and gases. Miscellanecus lessons on a variety of topics not
easily clagsified were also. included. A catalog of one-page descriptions for
each available chemistry lesson can be obtained £from PLATO IV Publications,
Computer-based Education Research Laboratory, UniverSLty of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign, Urbana, Illinois &1801.

Ugage Data .

The use made of legson materials and the manner of thelr. presentation
was left entirely to the discretion of the classroom teacher, or to the
college department. Consequently, the amount and kind of use varied consider-
ably between' classes during Fall 1975. Comparisons should not, therefore,
be made among classes or schools, and evaluations should congider the exact -
use made of. PLAEO in each class. .

- When expressed in amount of time, chemistry use was extensive. In most

¢ . rcases, ‘instructors made PLATO lesgons available to students for practice in

applying subject matter studied in the classroom. There is a noticeable

_géneral reluctance to allow PLATO to wholly replace classroom instruction on

any topic. Perhaps this can be attrlbuted to' an unfamiliarity with the
Jlessons available, or to a mistrust of letting a computer usurp the role of
the teacher._ This teluctanceé may abate as lessons imprcve and as more lessons

L

beccme available. - .

. L7140
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3

Although most instructors designed thelr own curricula, & small number
neither used an existing curriculum of lessons nor designed an individual one:
rather they merely, made available to their classes a large list of lessons
from which students‘coulﬁ gelect topics to study. Unfortunately, this practice
usually produces a relatively ineffective use of PLATO. Since students were
not directed toward lessons cqﬁp ementing the current class topic, PLATO was
. not used to its fullest extent, depriving especially the weak students of
\kfxtra practice.

It has baen suggested that 4s new lessons are developed, sample curricula
be provided to faculty by their colleges to permit instructors to select one
of several integrated programs of lessons with the intent of improvirg the
use of PLATO.

. sy
General Chemistry Usage by glass and College for Pa 19751
College '  Class Students2 Total Hoursz hours/atudent3
Kennedy-King 1 _ 33 310.2 9.4
T2 31 120.9 3.9
3 36 144.0 ' 4.0
4 . 27 o 78.3 7 2.9
. 5 .22 189.2 8.6
TOTAL . 149 . B42.6 2
Malcolm X 1 29 342.2 1.8
2 36 241.2 6.7
3. 39 319.8 8.2
4 28 . 86.8 3.1
5 39 163.8 4.2
6 37 351.5 9.5
7 s 1 111.1 10.1
8 _25 80.0 3.2
TOTAL 24§ 1696.4 7.0
Parkland 1 22 2697 | 1243
- 2 23 273.7 11.9
' 3 18 240.4 13.4
TOTAL 63 783.8 12.4
Wright 1 44 . 48B.4 ) 11.1
2 27 01.8 3.4
3 ., 36 .. , 2488.4 . 6.9
4 37 321.9 - 8.7
5 26 T 15640 _6.0.
' TOTAL \ 170 130645 7.7
GRAND TOTAL 21 626 4629.3 - 7.4 Ay

Organic chemistry produced 191.6 additional hours (4% of total use)

2Represents all students who dver used PLATO in the course.

391nce this also includes those who dropped the course during the semester,
the mean houra/st ent for those who completed the courke would be
approximately reater.

.. LI " (™)

* b
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CERL Support- L.
) During Fall Semester 1975 CERL community college project staff pro-

vided the following service to the community colleges and ¢o ETS in support
of the chemistry program:

(1) Collected student data ﬁhich ETS ‘requested for possible use in compiling
its forthcoming evaluation report.

(2) ~ Reported the PLATO chemistry-use in the community colleges.

(3) Helped review new chemistry lessons designed by teachers in the City
‘Colleges of Chicago.

{4) Set up courses for instructors and provided an on-line index of the
PLATO chemistry lessons available.

(5) Helped instructors with individual problems..

(6) Revised the written cataleog of geﬁeral chemistry lessons.
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ID NUMBER Chemistry Instructor #1.

COURSE,_INFORMATION o
" game ' o “Principles of Chemistry

- *Enrcllment ' 1 - 18/15 ’
Schedule . ‘duriné clasatime; outside of class, -

1 terminals reserved; outside of class,
terminals not reserved

PLATO Use replace class and/or lab, review and

practice, supplement homework, replace
, . homework
Roster self
Curriculum o self, fellow instructor
Lesson Source course‘catalog, fellow instructor
Lesson Preview yes '
ETS ‘ : pogttests, attitude surveys :

» COURSE EVALUATION

Level of Lessons appropriate ’ _ . ' y
! Quantity of Lessons N%w'ess than sufficient.tO‘suffiéient
s Quality of Leasons h{g tofvgr? high
% Lessons Previewed (approx.) S0% . ™
. Sessions Affected by Failure 0 \K\m\
Would You Use Your Own Time _yes, on a lﬁm{ﬁqd basis
to Improve PLATO Instruction T

oy
e

L] te
.

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION ' e |

*  First PLATO Contact : U of I staff T
U of I Extension Course none \
PLATO Lessons Designed Y ] ' .
e . PLATO Lessons Programmed o
| Release Time . ' *  none
Prior PLATO Use Fall 73 - Fall 75
Source of PLATO Training U of I staff, fellow instructor
Years Teaching ‘13
Years, at this College 7 1/2
‘ Penure . ' - Yes

-’
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_INTERVIEW SUMMARY -- Chemistry Instructor #1

General

PLATO is an exciting +ool and one that the instructor would hate to
be without. TILike other mediums, it does not appeal equally to all but is
effective for some. Not all lessons are equally affectivesmnd student
attitudes appear to vary with the lesson. The leSson on Freezing Point
Depression, for example, turned off most students. Moreover, some frus~
tration is caused by capricious answer judging. "t

PLATO's great atrangth is its capacity for drill and repetitich.

It is about equivalent in‘effectiveness to lactures. Students who do not

regpond well to PLATO should be permitted to select classes that do not
require its use.

Use

Until this term, the instructor used PLATO only as a supplementary aid.
This term it was used as an integral part of one section of Chemistry 101

" to replace class time and as a supplement 'in Oxganic Chemistry. After

ETS evaluation is completed, the instructor would like to uge PLATO with
all her sections but reduce the number of lessons uSed.

Instructors should preview PLATO lessons to anticipate the gtudents'
questions and difficulties. Prior class preparation may be necessary for
some more difficult lessons. : ” -

Legsons

The course required the text Chemistry Principles by Masterson and
Slowinski; a second book, Chemistry Calculations by Sackhenn, was optional.
After the course syllabus was prepafed, PLATO-lessons were chogen to f£it
the topics of the course. Some PLATO lessons chosen were prompted by ETS.
In the future, the instructor would not use all the lessons presently included. °

‘o

The PLATO lessons are génerally of a high quality but the quality of
individual lessons is uneven. Parts of some lessons are excellent while
other sections of the same lesson are quite bad. The learning lével is
quite satisfactory although frequently the pedigogical approach is not that

" of the instructor. Greater diversification of authors is necessary to get

in more viewpoints. Lessons should be written by community college
instructors and progranmed by professionals.

More topics could be covered than are provided for by available
lesgons. More lessons are needed, especially lap simulations. A good
lab simulation could be developed for acid-base titration experiments.

Mechanics and Administration

The Chemistry 101 course was scheduled early and no scheduling problems
arose. The Organic Chemistry class which used PLATO as a supplement was
obliged to take times remaining after scheduled classes had been accommodated.

\
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Chemistry Instructor #t1 -~ continued

Mdomperiods of ten mimites each occurred in the 101 class period.
The instructor did not plan alternate work for the periods of interruption.

. . ' . ’ .
. The instructor managed the course roster and Bob Grandey the curriculum.
Although an ETS pretest was not given, she gave three topic tests and a
posttest. "

] - -

The instructor thinks PLATO hag made a difference in her career. She is
enthusiastic about PIATO and would like to develcp some lessons ©f her own. '
PLATO makes the instructor work harder, for lasson development is difficult.

- Perhaps too few instructors are willing to make the effort to participate
in the development of new materials.

.

I3

Principles of Chemistry

n  #¥students

8 28

.n:r'l.HEn.n,”..”:ﬂ.”;ﬂ.”:ﬂ.ﬂlaﬂ.n': .nlgn.l,h,,.._,,

o

Usage distribution
Totals: 63 students, 787 hours. Average: 12.5
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ID NUMBER Chemistry Instructor #2

COURSE INFORMATION

Name ' ‘\ Principles of Chemistry
‘*Enrollment \ -20/23 ‘ ,
Schadule ' during ,classtime; outside of class,
. terminals reserved: outside of class,
. N texminalg not reserved
PLATO Use ' replace clagsroom instruction and/or lab,

review and practice, supplement homework,
raplace homework

Roster self '
Curriculum _ self, fellow instructor
Lesson Source coursea cata18§ . - -
Lesgon Preview » yes '
- Eﬁ-s ‘ ) pretests, posttésta, attitude surveys-
COURSE EVALUATION N C oy
. Level of Lessons - . appropriate
* Quantity of Lesszons w. sufficient .
Quality of lessons : high . Co
% Lessons Previewed {(approx.) 50%, : ' : : '
' Sessions Affected by Failure 0
¢ Would You Use Your Own Time not at present T, '
to Improve PLATO Instruction -
INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
First PLATO Contact , U of I staff .
U of I Extension Course ’ none
PLATO Legsons Designed 0
PLATO Lessons Programmed 0
.Releas% Time none - ' T
Prior PLATO Use Fall 73 - Fall 75
Source of PLATO Tfaining fellow instructor
Years Teaching 6
Years at this College 3 1/2
Tenure > yes
Q
‘ *7Pgrm baginning/end _ 1 46

IToxt Provided by ERI
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY —-- Chemistry Instructor #2
Gaeneral

Since not all students respond equally well to the same kind of _
ingtyuction, one tagk of teaching is to tailor material-to a mixed audiencs.
This may result in multiple teaching methods in the same. classroom.

Although its effectiveness depends upon the attitudes of the student,

PLATO is an important parallel medium of instruction that provides a meang -
of reachiny and retaining students who would otherwise be lost -- through
indifference or incapacity. 1t i8 not, in itself, a replacement. for
classroom lecture, discussion, and laboratory work, but it is better than
audio-visusls, workbooks, programmed instruction, or ‘drill in class. -

PLATD is mpet useful for students who 4o not rsquirs gocial closeness
or eXpress themselves in gestures, who respond well to written communication,
. are interegted in the "aesthetics" of the material, are committed to the
subject matter of the course, and are task oriented. PLATCO is not as t
effactive for students without these characteristics,

PLATO provides a change in the form of instruction that relieves
teneion and boredom. Moreover, PLATQ's bspscity for animation and
individual responsge helps retain students' intsrsst. PLATO offers

. infinite review with infinits patisnce. '

Lack of clarity of questions or statements in the legsons can be
frustrating, as can PLATO's inability to accept alternate correct answers .
or- mistyped answers unless 8pscifica11y pravided for in/the program.

_ Finally, PLATO opens possibilities for research in instruction that
may ultimately prodiice better teachers.

Use

PLATO wag uged both to replace class time and lectureg and to supple-
ment claseroom work. PLATO was occasionally used to introduce a lab
sagsion. PLATO was not used, and should not be used, to wholly replace
traditional chemistry instruction. .

lassons

The course required the text CHemistxy Principles by Masterson
and Slowingki; a second book, Chemistry Calculations by Sackhein, was
optional. Laboratory assignments were' designed by the instructar.

' ‘ . '

Problem solving lessons are more easily adapted to RLATO than are
theoretical lessonsg; although some attempts have been made to reduce the
‘difficulties of presenting theory, especially by Bob Grandey. Grandey's
les=ons are generally of high quality. They have the benefit of extensive
use and refinement. The availability of the author to other instructors
and usere has resulted in better and quicksr modification of lessons. The
instructor hag written no lessons himself and uses Grandey's lessons whenever

i
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Chemistry Ingtructor #2 ~~ continued

possible. He previews lessons by other authors to see if they agree with
his teaching style and if the level fits his class.  He has found that,
genarally, lessons written in Chicage aim_at a laess experienced audignce.

Mechanics and Administration

The instructor managed hie own curriculum and roster. He had no
trouble with scheduling praTo time becausze he made his request early.
Bob Grandey, the author of the lessons uged by the instructor, has provided
great help,”and has been an invaluable source of information about PLATO
and the lesson content.

Teaching both PLATO and non-PLATO sections is difficult because of
the difference in coverage between the text and PLATO lessons. The
instiructor tvok part in the ETS survey; he gave a pretest, four-topical
teg)fs, a posttest, and an attitude survey.

The instructor has psed PLATO data in his own research into differences
among learning stylas.

Recommendations

The use of PLATO )in chemistry classes should be continued and expanded
to include pre-lab work, lab reports, and quizzes. Good instructors who
are competent to design PLATO lessons (ee.g., Grandey) should be given
releage time to develop lessons. Lessons should be developed asg quickly.
as possible from subject matter, revised by the staff, and given to a
gmall number of students to test. _ _ -

L]

Students should be free to use lab lessong at their own convenience.:

Existing lessons could be improved by adding more reinforcing and per-
sonal responses, and by reprogramming to allow for more. altsrnate correct
answerg and answers. with predictable typing errors. PFinally, several
lessong covering the same material but designed for different audiences, -
could ba develcpad from a common subject matter.

Principles of Chemistry

Accumulated use. See Chemistry Instructor #1 for usgge distribution data.
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ID NUMBER  Chemistry Instructor #3| .
COURSE “INFORMATION _
Name : - Principles of Chemistry
*Enrollment 12/25 T ‘ .
Schedule . during class; outside of class, terminails
' ’ reserved; outside of class, t.rminals not
raserved . '
PLATC Use replace class and/or 1ab, reviaw and
practice, supplement homawOrk, raplaca
* homework

Roster S self

Curriculum g . self

‘Lasson Source . course catalog

-Lesson Preview . yes A '

ETS B  pretests, posttests, attitude surveys .
COURSE_EVALUATION - _ * A

Lavel of Lessons appropriate

Quantity of Lessons sufficient Y
Quality of Lessons _ high |

% Lessons Previewed (approx.) 180% ..

Sesslors Affected-by Failure 1

Would You Use Your Own Time yes i

te Improve: PLATO Instruction

' INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
’ * Pirst PLATO Contact

U of I staff

U of I Extension Course none

PLATO Lessons Designed B -1 v

PLATO Lessona Programmeq 5+ _

Relaase Timae . 1/2 time since Fall 72,§ummerafu11 releass
Prior PLATO Use ' Fall 73 - Fall 75 | '

-
Source of PLATC Training salf, U of I gtaff .
Yearg Teaching ) 10 ' . '
Years at this College 5

‘ Tenurs yag

[:R\I:Tcrm bcginning/cnd

wll Toxt Provided by ERIC




INTERVIEW SUMMARY --.Chemistry Insgructor #3

4 . A 13
- . I\‘ . ’
» i
Ganeral : ] ‘.

PLATO provides an altarnate m lium of instruction that most students )

gaem to like, and may reach students who do not respond wall to traditional -
teaching. Some students lsarn faster on PLATO and “get straightened oit" .

fazter and more easily when thay run\into trouble, but thers is ro evidence
that level performance is alteredi Good students remain good studants
and poor students remain poor cnes. Moreover, fhera is no avidonp:n/that
PLATO instrudtion iz retained longer than that provided by other mam
’ !
PLATO holcls students’ attention more effactively (students gantrally

"do not fall asleep in front of a PLATQ terminal'as thsy occasignally do in

class, although one such anecdote is 'reported from Chicago). Its apswer~
judging capacity and animation make it better than workbooks or audio-
visual instruction. It is a batter medium for drill, since it obliges each
student to attempt to answer all th:thulstionl and avoids the pitfall of
classroom drill in which a few capalile students carry the buxden of
responss and discussion. By assuming the work of drill, PLATO frses the

. instructor for individual attantion tlr problems which PLATO cannot addrass.

High cost of terminals maks PFLATQ a relativaly axpensive medium,
It can not replacs lecturss and demonsfrations, and it can not answer
unaxpacted questions. Cost of ugs mpkes it impractical at prssent to uss
as a replabuyht for a textbook. .

UIO . .

L

PLATO was ussd al' an integral part of the courss tofreplacs one to

" two hours per wesk of classroom time. ‘Another ons to two hours wers spent

in class and thres hours wers given to labs.

At present all chemistry students who ask ars given accsss to PLATO,
at lsast as a supplamentary tool, but the use of PLATO at this collegs after
ths sapiration of N8P funding is currsntly undecided. If PLATO i# to be

. treated as a supplamantary rssource, somevhat like a library, means will

have to be found for' paying for-it. It is not clsar that this could be
done by charging ltudlntl a usags fee, for it is this collega's pragtios to
grant courss credit for any instruction for which a fes is charg This,
in turn, creatss two problams. PMirst, must a fes bs charged to nil atudants
who uss PLATO, whsther or not thsy ars snrolled in a courss réquiring :
PLATO? B8econd, if any student usss PLATO lssscns for courses in which he
is not snrolled, and a fee is charged, should he be given credit? BSeveral
possible golutions exist, but none'has s0 far been sslected.

W i}
PIATO may be incrsasingly unfﬁ as & data collecting instrument for
rassarch, and is being sxplqred hs administrative tool for registration,
grads records keeping, and curriculum management. o s s

N A
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Cpemistry.instructor #3 -- continued .- T

. :
. e _course required the text Chem;stry*Prlnciples by Masterson
and Slowinskl; a second book, Chemistry Calculations by Sackhenn, was

optiofal. Lahoratory assignments were-designed by’ the instructor.

The greatest problem in the available lessons -~ 70 - 80 for ‘freshman
chemistry and approxlmately 30 for organlc chemistry -=- is not the diversi
or lack of comprehensive organization, but uneven quality. Frequently
conflicting arbltrary directions and requirements complicate the student’'s
task and frustrate him. For example, some lesdons require that answers be’
given in "units,". but some companion lessons were indiffere to the use of
the term, and still others refused to asgept 1t as part of the answer.

be able to tell the student what he has done Wxong. The instructor has written

Moreover, a good.lesson should have powerful\;is:er judging capacity and

15 - 20 polished lessons which work well in clash. He used these, as well
as some other lessons that fi is course, including some written by Stan
Smith, Ruth Chabay, and Jim Ghe gquiere. He has rejected several lessons™
"1nclud1ng some of his own needing revision, which improperly combine sub-
topics, emphdasize matter Whlch he considers less lmportant, or differ 1n» -
phllosophy or pedagogy ) . _3 -~' - ¥

/’ Generally, those lessons whlch explo;t PLATD's capablllty for graphics
and animation \work best. The use of "the “Yesson depends upon its nature.
Some lessons are self—explanatory, but others, including . lab slmulatlons,

«++  need some; preparatlon in clasz. All lessons should be reviewed after use.
. tovidentify students' problems. .
oy - °

New lessons should not be made availlable without peer review, although

review should not incilude possible prohibition of the use of any

the catalog description, it is us$eful te have greater information about
lessons but it would be offensive to the author's prerogative and practi-
cally undesirable to prohibit the release of lessons that are not uniformly
satigfactory to all the faculty.

.
[

Mechanlcs and Administration . ST n\\ .

The instructor managed his own curriculum and roster.

No .serlous mechanical problems were encountered, except for failure
.of the slide projectors, which are virtually worthless. Microwave service
and termlnal repalr are both excellent. The occaslonal system crashes of
the past are becoming less frequent. _ . : o

’ a . =

~ Scheduling has become mere difficult because of the addition of auto

. mechanics and electronics departments as users. Since most tlasses
NN meet between 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. loads are heaviest dux{ng those hours.

o Some ECS- overload problems have been created by students who u§e PLATO on
. an unscheduled basis, or at times other than those for which they have-been
’ scheduled.

Tessons. Since new instructors_fihd.it difficult to evaluate a lesson from -

L

-
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.n

_The instructor was unenthusiastic about the cooperation he received
from ETS, althopgh problems ‘were fewer. this texm than before. He gave the

E'I‘S! pretest, thike topical tests s and a posttest,

] ) .
Principles of Chemistry «

Accumulated use. See Chemistry Instructor #1 for usige distribution data.
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. ID NUMBER  Chemistry Instructor #4. b iy _ .
-~ . L z] :
COURSE INFORMATION TR S B E
Name = ‘ . I"ni:roduction\t\ti‘é\:eneral Chemistxry - 1 .. ;
*Enrsliment 357200 ° _' e e o
Schedule - _during clagst:j.m:a" _ .Iw' ‘ BN
PIATO Use v ‘ review gnd practice, supple;nerh:- hdméworl
/' K site coordinator L R I‘ . b
self : S v
course cata]'k::'g,-_I_;Eéllo&ing_ix_-u{:f%h:;_}' _
"+ _. Ppretests, poéil:tests,\-attitude survey .
CQURSE_EVALUATION T AF‘%“ L \W"‘m\
{ Level of Lessons appropriate ' ‘ R
’ -“. Quantity of_ Lessons sufficient ‘
Quality of LeSsons _ ;
$ Lessons Previewed- {approx.}
éess‘ions Affected by Failure
e Would You Use.Your Own Time
to Improve PLATO Instruction
INISTRUCTOR INFbRMATION
“_ pirst piafb Contact o
.U of I Extension Course’ none "
PLATO Lessons Designed .+ 0 a .
. PLATO Lessons Programmed - ‘0. -
N~ '+ Release Time none * ‘
. Prior PLATO Use Fall 75 = | o
- Source of \'PLATd Training .fellow instructor : N,
. ‘* Years Teac\flj.ng. . - 18 .
i _Yea;:s at_ this College 18 . .
"+ - renure ‘ ryes ; .o
- . - " NS
. *Term beginning/end . .
. v .
! - i 5‘3 \\ e >
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY -- Chemistry Instructor #4

[ General
--' - ‘ ) I ’ ® SN B ' i --.
i h PLATO appears to have had a good effect on all students. . It has

held their interest and lowered attrition. Sharper’'students covered more -
material but, otherwise, there has been no difference between ability
groups on PLATO. -PLATO helps ‘all understand -the material and therefore
they like class bettér. PLATO has three main advantages: it can help the
. student face and solve problems he has encqunter ; it can present material
‘. - . in coricise form; dnd it can arrange topics progre ively so that xeview is
’ - madé easy. Moreover, if the student encounters prﬁblems, the instructor
is there to provide an answer. Its disadvantages are that a complete
failure renders it completely useless,andtmet a student can not locate
' a topic witﬁout 3331stance.

. )
- Y

_ 'BLATO is better than a workbook, text, or tutors. ‘It is equal to
- aud1o-v1sua1 aids but not as successful as remaining medla.

.

Usze and Lessons

PATO was used during classtime to replate classroom instruction, for.
review and practice; and to supplement homework. It could also be used
for extra credit. .In the future, the instructor would like to see 1t more
readily available for casual use. -~ . -

_ Materials for the course included Seese and Daub's Basic Chemistry,
. the department ‘lab experiments;, and some films. PIATO lessons were selected
‘to £it the topics of the syllabus. PLATO lessons were suggested by PLATO
staff at the college and by fellow instructors. .

The best topics are formulas, chemical equations, atomic and molecular
weights,.and percent compositions. The best lessons. available are those on
‘acids, bases, and salts, lessons which give the student a chance to review
- reactions. -Most available lessons fit the syllabus well.\\The\learning
level. of most lessons was appropriate. Altliough some seem to be too
difficult, the prohiﬁﬁ“seems to be inherent in the subject matter, not in
the programming of the' lesson. Ty

-

In the future, the lessons should be designed to provide the best
p053151e motlvatlon for students. New lessons on the pollution of sea
water shoquld be added. New and existing lessons should _not do toc much
for the s enty lessons should encourage\students to tdke notes and force
the studzgzgxte\do the equations themselves\

\\

Mechanics _and Adminibtration X ' _\
~ o ~ \\\‘ \ .
One total failure 0f th stem occurred during this semester and

the laboratory for experiments. {
e i"tructof\wanted another hour -
le, nof\?aa it possible to
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l
Pm&'o\can give a teacher-more -time to spend with studeints;_ altho'gh o o
He cofisiders =~ | '
l he wouJ? ot [

it has not-so far affected thig instructor's classroom method.
that it has made his job moxe effective and given him a t

]

dispense with.

Iﬁi:irt:;duétion to Gene;:al\Cheutistry -1
0 ! | o j
+ »
St S /
""JJ o~ “;'/ "' o /
-3 N /-
" ! 5 v .- _ |_| ” ;? . \ ll:r.r\ z
4 f ] r'
| A n : ﬂ'; ” = n 1 n n ” H ;; Jfll L : 1 % L = ho'l-;
g 2 8 ‘ 14 16 18 28 ]
Lisage distribution / | .
Totals: 26 students, 157 hours I Flver'age/ 6.8
1
. f , .
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1D NUMBER  Chemistry Instructor #5

COURSE INFORMATMON -

Name : R Introduction to General Chemistry - 1
*Enrollment ) i a E 33/22 h%i}.
Schedule ) = * during Q}asstime )
PLATQ iise = ' . ;Eview and practice, supplement_homewérk

anter _ self ’

. Curricd&um . _ self

’ ’ Lesson Source course catalog
: Lesson Praview : yes

ETS pretests, posttests, attitude surveys

“

" COURSE EYALUATION

Level of LesSons . _ | appropriate
Quantity of Lessons " more than sufficient "
Qualify of Lessons h S high ’ :
% Leséons Previewed (approx.) 100% ' ‘
Sessions Affected by Failure . 0 )
Would You Use Your Own Time Yes *
to Improve BLATO Instruction '

INSTRUCTOR INFQRMATION
First PLATO Contact | U of I staff
U of I Extension Courag »{4'—§E;§ng 73, Videbeck, ugers; Fall 74,

JTrdan, intro
PLATO Lesaons Designed' _ \\\2

PLATO Lasson$S ProJgrammed 0
Release Time Summer 74, Summer 75
Prior PLATO Use N Fall 74 ~ Pall 75
Source of PLATO Training - credit course, U of I staff
YearslTeacHing . 8
Years at this College. ) 8
‘Tenure ‘ yes
- v
N,
*Term beqﬁnn?ng/end .
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© INTERVIEW SUMMARY -- Chemistry Instructor #5

General Co ~.

It is hard to evaluate the effect of PLATO on achievement because
legsons are so problem-ridden. Many are too long and complicated. In this
class the problem is made worse by the fact that approximately half the
students are not really capable of. doing the work. PLATO hag taken away
time from lectures, ds has the required testing. Brighter students seem
to enjoy PLATO more and poorer ones are confused by it. The in3tructor
suggests that the best source of information on attitude is the students
themselves. PLATO's chief advantage is that it demands student participation.
Its greatest disadvantage is that it takes a good deal of time and sometimes
the legsons fail for mechanical or programming reasons. '

PLATO is better than a workbook, homework, drill, or programmed learn-
ing;,it is not as satisfactory as remaining media or forms of instruction
witi{ the exception of audio-visuals with which it is difficult to rank.

Use and Lessons

© PLATO was used during classtime for review and practice and to supple~
ment homework. In the future, the instructor would like to increase out-
of=-class usage and decrease in-class use.
L ]

Texts for the course were Seese and Daub's Basic Chemistry and the
departmental lab manual. PLATO lessons were reviewed the previous summer
and were selected to match the course materials. In the future, short
lessone which offer adequate help will be chosen. .

The instructor felt that many topics fit PLATO although none were
specifically named. Especially good lessons were those on the metric
system, scientific notation, mole concepts, and gas laws. Those lessong
were well stated in well arranged steps. Some twenty<four lessons fit
the instructor's syllabus well. No lessons were too easy, although the
lessons on nomenciatu;e, chemistry calculations, and atomic gtructure were
too difficult because they were too long and required ‘too much typing.
Lessons that involve mathematical operations are baest suited to the unigue
capabilities of PLATO.

In the future, lessons should be designed according to neads. Good
adthorg should be identified and be encouraged to write new lessons.
Additionally, new lessons should be shorter and teach basic concepts:
especially useful would be a new lesson in nomenclature. Present lessons
are too arbitrary and idiosyncratic in answer judging. Some standardization
should be developed in the use of execute keys.

Mechanics and Administration

No major mechanical failures occurred during the term. In previqua
semastersd, altertha class activities were planned for failures which
occurred early in the perjod. No scheduling problems arose. The instructor
managed her own class roster. She has taken two University of Illinois
extension courses in PLATO and has had early PLATO instruction £rom Jim
Thesquiere.

EC, 157 "

P




135

Chemistry Instructor #5 ~- continued - x\\

ETS‘ﬁrefests-and pogtteéts were given but the instructor does not .
" plan to use: them in the future. There i3 not enough time in Chemistry 121 \ al
to administer them and the quality of the tests is poor. .

Ideally, PLATO shoufd take the drudgery out of teaching but only if
it is working properly. It does create extra work for the teacher but it
may be a valuable asset for professional advancement.

-

Introduction to General Chemistry - 1

i #students

Nl Jalleateaa 0 ...

1 12 14" 16 18 28

Usage distribution = '
Totals: 37 student=, 324 hours. Average: 8.8

EBiq‘ 158 | | B | !
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I NUMBER  Chemistry Instructor #6
" COURSE INFORMATION _ | '
| Name _ Introduction to General Chemistry - 1 .
*Enrollment . '29/20 |
Schedule - during class )
PLATO Uge _ " replace class instruction and/or lab, ,
raview and practice
Roster - self )
Curriculum : self /
Lesson Source 7 course catalog, fellow instructor N
Lesson Preview . yes ; R
#rs pretests, POstte¥ts, attitude survays '
\- \\\
COURSE EVATLUATION . A
Lavel.of Lassons \\\\gpprqpriate '
Quantity of Lessons ,iﬁia than sufficient _
Quality of Lessons ' high p~—
A Lesgong Previewed 70% completely; 100% p&rtially ‘ v
Segsiong Affacted by Failure 0
Would You Uge Your Own Time yeas
to Improve PLATO Instruction
INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION ’
Pirst PLATO Contact fellow instr:uctor R
U of I Extension Course ' Spring 75, Jordan, intro; Spring 75,
' Jordan, advancad
PLATO Lessons bcligned - ] 1
PLATO Lessons Programmad 1
Ralease Time ~ none ) *
Prior PLATO Use Spring 75, Pall 75 .
Source of PLATO Training sl;f, site coordinator, credit courses, -
U of I staff, fallow instructor
Years Teaching T 10
. Years At this College 7

Tenure ) " yes

» *Term beginning/end ; o
O .
ERIC

IToxt Provided by ERI
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY ~— Chemistry Instructor #6

—
.

General
PLATO is a useful tool that gerves some students better than othera.

Students like PLATO and those who have difficulty with traditional

instruction seem to like it best. It is like a tutor. Students of average

abilities also seem to like it, although the best student was exempted

from use of PLATO because, for him, PLATO was not as fast as reading the X

material from a text. PLATO's interaction provides a kind of tutoring .

that forces' students to assimilate skills in. a geries of learning steps.

Its chief disadvantage is that it is a slow medium. 1In &ll, PLATO is

better than audio-visual aids, drill, and class discussion: its compariscn

to workbook or taxt ig uncertain. PLATO is not'aa'goo& ag other media

which were suggested for comparison. s

—

Use and Lessons -

*

PLATO wag used during classtime as a ‘substitute for some classroom

. instruction and for review and practice. The instructor is not certain

about Bow he might use PLATO in the future but he wants it available, at
leagt for those who do not respond to.other forms of instruction.

a.

The primary instruction materialswere the teacher's own lecture notes.

_Supplementary PLATO lessons ware chosen from ejthar the PLATO course .

catalog or the hard-copy index, or were racommended by fellow instructors
or University of Illiheciz staff members. T.essons were selected which were
pertinent to the teaching intent of the instructor and which led to tha
skills being taudhit.

Topics which can ba organiZed in terms of steps, especially drill and
mathematics calculatiens, suit PLATO. Especially good lessons were those
on scientif notation, on the metric system, and on atomic structure.
Availablae led¥ons differ in utility. The instructor quite candidly
recognized t. some of his own lessons were too difficult for his classes.

In the future, it should be made easier for teachers to scan the
available lessons and to review them. New lessons on linear equaticns
should ba designed and both new and old lesscons should be designad so that
students who encounter no difficulty should ba ‘able to skip easy, unchal-
lenging, or repstiticus material.

&
Mechanics and Administration . .

Virtually nc mechanical prcblems occurred during the term and scheduling
has been adacuate. The instructor managed his own course roster with the
help of laboratory. aides when classes were larga. %he instructor has
taken University of Illinois extangion coursas and has had the assistance
of Richard Neapolitan, Jane Guagliarda;; d laboratory aides Ep the uge of
PLATO.

1

i BTS tests, which the instructor sees as screening devices, ware given.

S 160 | -
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C}lemistry Instructor #6 ~- continued - .

‘ PLATO should be available for those who want to use it but it will
not revolutionize teaching, In the future, the instructor plans to be
‘more selective in what goef into his index of lessons; he plans to weed
out the poor or inappropriate programs, Sa £ar, he sees no impact of

PLATO on his carger. ' ) ' ) Lo

L] . - ¥

L]

Introduction to General Chemistry - 1

4

0¥ <
+
"_§.:
oL —
5 £ | -
:l'lul-I:' . ||"| ” ” ”,” ” n [In_ﬂ n. ul'lll"'ln } A I!h‘l""s
2} 2 , 8 w 12_ 14 16 18 28 .
“e . Usage distribution : ”' . :

Totals: 36 students, 248 hours. RAverage: 6.9
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ID NUMBER

CQURSE INFORMATION

Name
*Enrollment

Schedule B P

-+ PLATO d‘se .

Roster BN

T

Curriculum ‘-

Lesson Source

& Leason Preview

"ETS

COURSE_EVALUATION
‘Level of Lessa&a
Quantity of Lessons
Quality af.Laséqu

% Lessons Previewed (approx.)

. Sessions Affeéted by Failure

"Would You Use Your Opn”Time
to Improve PLATO Instruction

- INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
First PLATO Contact

U of I Extension Course
PLATO Lessons Deaignéa

PLATO Lessong Programmed .

Ralease Time
Prior PLATO Use

. sburce of PLATO Training

IYéars Teaching
Years at this College

Tenure

*Term beginning/end

¥

e
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Cﬁemistry Ingtructor #7

1

Introduction to General Chemistry -1

' 35/16

outside of class, ferminals raserved-
review and braé;iﬁe} supplement homework
sité coordinator
8elf
course catalodg, collega PLATO staff

A : . _
no Co ’

no - .

aé?ropriaté

more than sufficient

high’ !
-0% , '

yes

coilege PLATO ataff \
none _
1

0

none

‘Summer 74, Fall 74, Fall 75

site coordinator, asst site coérdinator,
U of I ataff ) -

12
4

vas




-

140

INTERVIEW SUMMARY -- Chemistry Instructor ¥7 . “
Glneral

PLAEO has had no discernible influence on student’ achievement, pérhaps

" Because students do not use it enough. Better students accomplish PLATO

lessons faster; gtudents slow in class are equally slow on PLATO. . However * .
students apparently do like PLATO, and they do use it on a-voluntary basis;

sharper studants appear t¢6 like it more. Even though PLATO may not alter

the achievement patterns within the class, it is still a medium with tremen- . ",
dous ,intellectual appeal and appears to- have some measurable effect; sgtudedts

seem to be learning gince their speed through the lessons increases, Outsidé )

of its occasional mechanical and programming unreliability, PLATO'has ne

raal disadvantages. s

The instructor views PLATO as batter thah homework or drill. He ’
thinks it less adequate tHan lab, discussion, lecture, or a text. It is ' .,
gimilar in effactiveness to other instructional media.

-

Use and Lessons ' e

PLATO terminala were reserved for chemistry students outside scheduled .
classtime and the lessons used were for review and practice and to supple~ -
mgnt homework. The instructor contemplates no change in his use but would
like to see a hard copy of chemistry lessons on the system. He would also .
like to tié PLATO in with the Responder system at Malcolm X and to use PLATO
for testing, not merely for drill. . p ‘

The text for the course was Heine's Introduction to Chemistry Laboratory..
Appropriate PLATO lessons were selected from the on~line index with the
agsistance of Mits Yamada. Ulessons were selected to fit.studant rieeds and .
the course syllabus. .

The topics best for PLATO are the metric system, measurement,
nomenclature, and some mathematics materials. ''The instructcr especially
identified Nomenclature and Periodic Table, lessonsby Mits Yamada, as '
particularly good. Nomenclature is excellent because it-is exceptionally
lucid and is programmed to let the student run easily through the lasson.
The topicg and lessong named, as well as the introductory lesson, bast fit - o
the instructor's syllabus. No lesson was too difficult although some students
lackaed background and some students may have had difficulty adjuating to
the different writing styles of the several author=-

In the future, the ingtructor would like to see lesaons firat develo) ull
on paper, bafore they are programmed, and designed to lend themselvas
effective testing... They then should be programmed and tied in with the
Malcolm X Responder system. Additional lessons, éspecially game lessons,
in quantitative analysis and organic chemistry geared for the community

collage student should be developed.- Also useful wWould be Iessons on -

: :inltruction in the use of Marchant and Frieden calculators. Present amd o

futurae lassons should ba. edited mora thoroughly by their authors to catech
all mistakes and spelling arrors and to expand the use of , DATA, and -
IAB keys to provide more options to take student# out of d fficulti??.

F T
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Chemistry Instructor #7 -~ continued ,//
B ' ‘ 124

Hechanics and Administration

-

Only one PLATO session was affected‘by mechanical problems; the only
gcheduling difficulty seemed to be that students did not fully use the

»

The instructor managed his ouwn roster, although Joan Sweany and Hits
Yamada entered studsnts from time to time, a procedure made nafassary by
the fact that PLATO was not baing used during scheduled, classtime. VYamada
ard Sweany, as wall as other faculty, also helped with the use of PLATO.

- <

ETS tekts ware not given, although the instructor would like to use
them in- the "future, .

The inltructor seas PLATO as an importaﬂt aid ofsgfiat and expanding
potantial but one which will not rsplace teacﬂhrl‘ It has providsd him
with experience in other media and he would like to design a Jourth ysar
high schPol curriculum in the form of a, router for lalf-ltudy‘ in chamiltry

oo . e .
- K . /" - 1
] : yﬁ/ ""' - .
.. Int¥oduction to General Chemjstry ~ 1 ' —_
. ‘l‘ . - .‘-I
2 R
P " ' > / .
-g‘\ - . [
T
in .
# L -

wn

B

9 > 4 5 8 16 ' 1z 14 16 .18 28

,,f’/// Usage distrirbution _
- Totals: 28 students. 86 hours., +Hverage:” 3.1

>
-
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ID NUMBER  Chemistry In$tructor #8 j - : ’
T - * b . .

COURSE INFORMATION S, : . o p

Name - . \ . Introduction to Geheral Chemistry - 1 "
Ay ' - . . . ‘\l ' - . Py

*Enroliment ) o 40/24 LT

. . i . -, f L]

achedu}e . : . during class; outside oﬁ class, term:l.nals
AL not réserved v .

[ " 5 ! ' . = I
Pnahﬁo Use . . ~review and practice, supplement homework,

x ) '  extra credit \ - b L,
Rost N\ S~ \ site coordinator .
Cufriculum ~ ) . self, site coordinator - :

Lesson Sowrce \ ‘ ‘course catalog -
Lelsson Preview ’ Yes _ .
ETS ' ‘\\\ h pretests, posttests, attitide surveys

. i N . )

-

.COURSE EVALUATION

b
L

Level of Lessoms Tooa 'appropr:l.ate

o Quanta_ty oiLessons : ) suffic:.ent, but weak 'in spots
Quality of Lessons o hJ.gh '
% i:.essons Previewed {approx.) ‘109% . ‘\
” Sessions Affected by Failure ) 1 |
. Would You Use Your O;am Time. ~ yes . - . ) S
. 1_-,_9: Implrove PLATO Instruction ~\ S - oL \‘.\_
. - i o )~ . ™
INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION . oo : / e \&
First PLATO Contact “college PIATO sta¥f ~ - .
U of I, Extension Course .none . \ ‘- v
" PLATO Lessons- Designed ; 0 o . Y
' PLATO Lessons PEogrammed 0 \ . ) ,
Release Time T . Spring 75 . N\
Prior PLATO Use _ Summer 74 ~ Fall 75 p
. Source of PLATO \Tra:l.n:l.ng site coo.;:dinator- L Co Lo
/Years Teaching T -~ 6 )
Years at this College 4 _ ¢ - : - o ‘
Tenure . T - yes i .
T ~’

*Term: beginning/end
Q ' ' :




ﬁlstudents. One "D" student was able to 1mpr0ve the "C" level; moreaveE? -
the digtribution of grades in non-PLATO classesxls re normal. Fewer - .

w "F"s have been recorded in the PLATO- classes} whathet.or not this is due \\“x\x\k
to the influence of PLATO exclusively is uncertaih. ca ble students _ - ’ S
seem to like PLATO more, although a.few stugents cut cla ather than
use, PLATO,:* . |

1Y
’I\

PLATO's great advantage is that it pravmdesflndlvmdual attentipn.
Its greatest drawback is that it does not always respond to errgrs, PLA@O
- : is not ag satisfactory as a text; a lecture, or a laboratory.' It 1s better T
: ,than any qther alt®xnate form of 1nstruction or aid. *+ = . - )

e,
-

Use and Lessons T . T - Lo

Y

r ’ »
PLATO was used iff.this chemistry course durlng”classtlme an&\out31de
of class witli.mo reservsgion of : terminals to provide-rreview qnd practice, -

to supplement homework, and to gain extra credit. In the futufe, the L

‘instructor would Yike to have PLATO available £br more casualwuse, g to N

limit use during class to one hour a week . ??“mmmWh MY
. . . "

"~ The text for the course was Hyatt's Fourdations of College Chemistfy.
All the awvailable chemistry lessons were reviewed by the instructor and -
appropriate materials selected according to the class level and the toplcs
to be covered. . ' :

L=%

. Many topics fit PYATO, and the instructor did not identify ‘those

>, which were best; nd especially good lessons were identified, Although
’ there is not much ‘animation_in the chemistry material, most of the -
. lessons effectively utilize PLATO's special characteristics. Many of
the available lessons fit the course syllabus well. Learning level
seemed appropriate, although the instructor feels that the lessons on
molarity may be too difficult.

Develg nent bf materials by committee seems rather clumsy. In the
futyre, perhaps lessons ought to be first developed and then reviewed.
More‘\lesson$ need o be developed to help the student learn to think.
Espec 1ly useful iould be more lessons correlating electronic structure
to the periodic table. A better nomenclature lesson should be

designed. . R \

b ) I"‘“m.\__ ’ LY \

Mechanilcs ;hd Administration -, _ \\ y

]

: §

No severé\mechanlcal problems occurred_ during this semeste;REH&Tmsﬂky

because the lngtructor selected an afternoon class Specifically because T“‘“Hme‘ﬁk

of PLATO was less\used then, there were no scheduling problems. :
” X - v

Mits Yamada and Joan Sweany managed the class roster and. Gary Peltz
provided assistance in the use of PLATO. AN
- L - . B * . ‘\

N - 7 166
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] Chemistry Instrugtor #B ~~ ‘continue , - ™
ETS tests were given; they seem tokbe N
PLATO.is 4 different medium which had\made the instructor's career a s
-. bit more exciting. It can eliminate the
and has the potential of 1ntroduc:.ng new disoussion materzal into 'the
Classroom. . .o i
ol ' ) l\‘\ -
Introduction to General Chemistry - .1
.
{
- L
Ik :
S - .
. 41 SR
I-I 1, rl Il ) l Y | I‘ “ [ _: B, "_' { L h'r"s
~4 6 g1 28
- N ' - A ) . s N ' L
" Usage distr%t’ipon R .
"~ Totals: 36" stddents; 238 hours. Average: 6.6 P
. \\ * .
- . - - * . ¥
’ - X
1 . A .
tﬂ ~ ’
T \ *
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. \CQUESE INFORMATION
X Natve
XEnrollment

3 .
Schedule

PLATO Use
Roster
Curriculum
Lesson Source
‘Lessoh Preﬁieﬁ
ETS

COURSE EVALUATION

Leéel of Lessons

Quantity of Lessons
Quality of Lesscns

% Lessons Previewed (approx.)

Sessions Affected by Failure .

Would You Use Your Ovry Time
to Improve PLATO Instrictign

Y

A

\ o
\_ INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
\ First PLATO Contact

\

. "

.U of T Extension Course
.PLATO Lessons Designed
« PLATO Lessons Programmed
Release Time
Prior PLATO Use
Source of PLATO Training

]

T Years Teaching
Years. at this College

Tenure

fn*Term beginning/ébd

UTR
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Introduction to General Chemistry -~ 1
30/20

. during class; outside of ‘vlass, terminals
reserved; ocutside of class, terminals not
reserved .

review and practice, supplement heomework
self
self

by
course catalog

yes

Pretests, posttests, attitude suryveys
. e

-

appropriate

\ r
sufficient \\\
average .

100% “
~
1 -
yes A

]

college PLATO staff

nene

|

0
. Spring 78
.Spring 74 - Fﬁi& 75
self, site coordinator, asst site cqordi—
nator, U of I staff

10

|

Yﬁi\

1693
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INTERVIEN SUMMARY

kihanistry Instructor #9

No interview conducted. ) ) B . _
\ ©ai S -
/ » " R - ’
/ - [ S
/- . , :
S Ilnt;éoduction to General Chemistry - 1 . .
-5 L
* ,
’ K“ ' I _\\ ° A
0 PRy | | ] hrs -
8 m\ 14. 16 18 28
J:E"tion . <7
tuc“:‘e,nis,\?.‘iz hours. HAverage: 11.8
H"‘“\., Bttt
) Vs

s | ot
T
\ .
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ID NUMBER

T .
COURSE INFORMATION _‘

Name ..

ok

Curriculum

Less Scurce

Lesson Preview . - Yo

Brs | <

COURSE ATION

Level of\ Lessons

Quantity \of Ies;sbhs.'
Quality o Lessons‘ .
reviewed (approx.)
Segsions Affected by Pailure

would You Use Your Own Time
to Improve PLATO Instruction

% Lessons

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
"~ First.PLATO Contact

, Uof IExt ion Course
" PLATO Lessons Dei -

PLATO Lessons Programmed

Release Time

Prior PLATO Use

Séurce of PLATO Training
Years Teaching .

Years at this College

s 'VTanure

-

*Term beginning/end

Chemistry Instructor #10

. \W:; ;
less tha fficient

. A“ v
147 _ "
S _
=™ Introduction to General Chemistry - 1
40/28 o ' R
during classtime L -

review and practice
self, gite coordinator
self .’

““-_‘_:_\_ R - -

course-catalog S

some ‘ : : : .

pretests, posttests, attitude

low
75%

B TG ——

1 “{interrupted)
yes: '

college PLATO staff

nene :‘

0 s .
.,___G___M__M-‘-—--""" '
' none

Fall 73 « Fall 75

self

.

4

yes

170 :
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY -- Chemistry Instructor #10

© No interview conducted. - T

v

Introduction to General Chemistry = 1 -

w  #¥students

. n.ﬂ 1, ﬂ i# H n.ﬂ n ” ﬂ nonen, o LA pee

.@' 2 4 14 16 18 28

Usage d:strlbutlon :
Totals: 39 students, 318 hours. Average: 8.2
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COURSE INFORMATION

" Name © e\ T
*Enrollment
Schedule B

PLATO Use . \
Roster -
Curriculum

Lesson Source

Lesson Preview

ETS

COURSE EVALUATION

Level of Lassons

. Quantity of lLessons
Quality of lLessons ’
% Leasonﬁ Previewed (approx.)
' Sessions Affected by Failure

Would You Use Your Own Time
to Improve PLATO Instruction

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
First PLATO Contact

U of I Extension Course
" PLATO Lessons Designed

PLATO Lessons Programmed

Release Time

Prior PLATO Use

Sourceg:i/?;ﬂﬁa Training

Years ching

Years at this College

e

- Tenure -

*Perm beginning/end

ID NUMBER Chemistry Ingstructor #11 ¥ : ™

4
Introduction to General Chemistry. - 1

/] i
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L

-

32/16

during class; outside of class, terminals
not reserved )

review and practice, supplemant homework
gelf
gelf

. fellow instructor

no

attitude survey

~ ‘
appropriate
sufficient
average .
0% .
1 _

no

fellow instructor
none

)

0

none

Spring 74 - Fall 75
self

14

8

yea

172
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' INTERVIEW SUMMARY -- Chemistry Instructor #11

General . e

According to this instructor, the influence of PLATO is hard to
evaluate but she assumed it must be doing some good and continues o -
use it. Most students seem to like PLATO and’ theré appears to be no *
oorrelation between attitude toward it and learning ability. Good -
students move faster on PLATO but poorer students encounter more
questions.
PLATO's great strength ig that it requires every student to partici-
pate; its repetition and individual encouragement provide a good form of
drill. Finally, it frees the teacher to work with small groups of
students while others ars occupied on PLATO. Poor lessons antagonize
students and produce poor results. Incorrect answers must be anticipated
and planned for in +the lesson and provision must be made for alternate
correct answers. . Of all the aPternative madia, PLATO is better than only
. programmed le%inin? and, poasibly, workbooks.

5,_

Use and Lessons % ! Ty

PLATO was used to replace classtime less than two hours every three
weeks. It was also made available to students for review and practice on-
their own time on an unscheduled basis. The lessons chosen were selected
to supplement classroom materlala rather than to replace them. No cHange
is planned in the future use of PLATO.

The basic materials for the course were a text by Seese and Daub,
a lab manual, and Chemical Calculations Series B by Sackheim. PLATO lessons
were¥gelected from a printed index and from Ms. Renca's supplement and were
raviewed prior ¢£o uae by the class..

Limited concrete topics auch ad gas laws suit PLATO best, and Benca's
lesson on gas laws is a particularly good example of an effective lesson;
it makes good use of PLATO's visual capabilities and its learning level
fita the atudenta well.

-’ L

All the availabla lessons were helpful although ths lesson Nucloar
Structure was confusing. Naw lessons should ba devslopad on ths relation-
. ship of atomic structure €o the periodic table and on the usa of the slide
rule. In the future, apecial attention should ba paid to lsarning level
and audience. In this instructor's opinion, thereis no such thing az a
legsman that is too aimply presented. Existing lessvns could be improved by
the addition of alternate correct answers and cues which tell the gtudent
the 'source of his error. .

Machanics and Admiﬁistration

cher machanicgl problema occurrad tﬁic semcster than-last although
there was some diffieulty seheduling a convenient hour for the course.
The instructor managed.her own roster and curriculum and was assisted in
the management of the course by Errol Magidson. ETS posttests and student

™ 1 ' —
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Chemisffy Instructor #11 -- continu;c{ \

questionnaires were administered./ So far PLATO has made no significant
impact on this instructor's cargér. ' ,
s

. . , y ‘
. If full and effective copmitment is to be made to PLATO, then rélease

7 time will have to be granted to instructors to prepare and review materials.

i',

Othervise, the considerable resources of time and energy that are neces-
sary to master PLATO and make it an effective tool may pyeclude extensive
use by instructors. : ;

-
o [ a

/ | ‘ \‘,:

Intro&uct_ior_x to Geneyal Cﬁem:i.stry -1 ' |

-+ -
ig : hjr*
T
* .
5
/‘ ||_|I A 1 lﬂ_lnn :D. 1 .I"I: T i 1 i 1 |n=hr5
7B 2 4 6 8 18 12 14 16 18 2@
Usage distribution )
~ Totals: 36 students, 143 hours, Average: 4.9
-
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ID NUMBER

COURSE INFORMATION i

Name

*Enrollment
Schedule

PLATO Use .

C
Roster
Curriculum
Laessop Source
Lasson Preview

BETS

. ’ |

COURSE_EVALUATION
Level of Lessons

"Duantity of Lessony,

Quality of Lessons
% Lessons Previewed (approx.)
Sessions Affecte& by Failure

Would You Use Your Own Time
to Improve PLATO Instruction

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
First PLATO Cohtact
U of I Extension Course
PLATO Lessons Designed
___-PLATO Lessons Programmed

 Releage Time
Prior PLATO Use
Source of PLATO Training
Years Teaching
Years at this Collége

Tanure

‘3

*Paym beginning/end
O

Chemistry Instructor #12_

152 .

Introduction to General Chemistry = 1
25/20

during class; outside of class, terminals
not reserved

review and practice, supplement homework,
extra credit

asst site coofdinﬂfor

self, asst site coordinator _
course catalog - ) .
some h

pretests, attitude surveys

no response
sufficieﬁi,
no respoﬁqe
25% |

.2

no ) L

fellow instructor

- l'lOl'la' : L]

0

0

none

Fall 74 - Fall 75

site coordinator, asst site coordinator
4 -

3

yas
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student. While some students like PLNR):anEEﬁhl number do ngt. There

seems to be no relatlonship between attitude toward PLATO and ability.

~ PLATO can do the arithmetic calculations for students which’ may permit

7 them to concentrate more.on the principles of chemistry. On the other hand

: students demo ate they can perform on PLATO but can not apply the
principles they learn to other work. Om, the whole, of the suggested .
instruction activities, PLATO is better than only class drill. Zt is
not ag,éatisf&ctory aﬁ“aaubrkbook, text, lecture, or class discussion.
It ragliy can not be comparad to ‘Other media.
Use ‘and Lessons S

- /"ﬂ-«

~+ PLATO was used to.replace in-clads tima for 4rill and ag an additional

- aid which students could uge at their convenience. PLATO seems tO cvonsume -

an inordinate amount of time to accomplish work that might be done more

simply in class by more traditional methods and its use will probably be
reduced to less than one class hour pPer week in the future. It may

also be used as a class supplement for individual stildy, especially for

the able students who are looking for additional material.

/" The basic materials for the course were Basic Chemistry by'seege and
‘ Daub, the workbook by Sackheim, and audio-visual materials. Appropriate
L PLATO lessong were chosen by the instructor from the onfiine dataloyg.

Problem solving topics best suit PLATO. Tor her clasa, the best
lassons were thosen written by the Kennedy-King facultx: those written
by the University of Illinois staff are less satisfactory. Lessong
on ga# laws and the metric system best f£it the instructor's syllabus.
While no individual "lesson can be named, some lessons are more difficult
than is desirabhlae.

Quantity of lessons is more than adequate but quality needs improve-
ment. Obvious errors in lessons should be caught, especially by the
authors. Ideally, tha instructor, or somecna else familiar With the
course syllabus, should write the lessons. . .

Mechanics and Administration

Too many mechanical problemg, especially terminal failura, occurred,
rasulting in insufficient terminals to serve the class. Moreover, two-
hour classes are difficult to schedule on PLATO; frequently terminal time
for the second hour will not ba available.

Laboratory aides maintained the roster and provided assistance in the
administration of the course; Errol Magidson also provided assistance.

BTS attitude surveys and some posttests were givaen.

<
— 7 -

_ 176
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Ry Overall, no evaluation can be made of %ﬁf;gfggéﬁfﬁfﬁgggiaron achieve~ -
ment., PLATO may make no difference irregpect the ability of the .

<
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Chemisgtry. Instrudtor #12 -- conf;ipued- L \ i

The instructor estimates that PLATO will have little impact on the
teaching career; it has not affected hexr c¢lassroom teaching so far,
Technical probléms &nd the considerable time needed to’ prepare and program
lessons may compromise its usae. . - v .’ '

.ot v £
. - . - . r
‘a .. 1

. - ’ ) C
‘Introduction to General Chemistry - 1

]
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e "} hrs .

g, 2 4 6 8 18 12 14 16 18 28

Usage distribution <
Totals: 31 students, 124 hours, Average: 4.8
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ID NUMBER .°° C‘henliatry Instructor #13 - , o et
covRsE mmm'rxon Lo e e
' Name S ‘:_:_f;w Jitmaucf,m /to Ganm’l Clet.ry -1 -y,
,*E“mn‘:llment T 23/18 e, T R S n
Schedule  during’class; outside of clau.';;;mms ;)
. . . not reserved - - e e o
- PLATO Use T o, raplace class instruction and/or'fa.b, . :g
. ) + . raview and practice - i _ <
Roster’ - ) . self, asst site coordinator o )
Curriculdm ' Y T3 F o o T .
L'algon Source - ’ ' -course catalog, hard-c;n;y in&ax '_-‘-' ", .
Lesgson Preview - T yes- \," ;.‘f- "’ ' “« - o T
"E‘rs o i P - . " pretegts, posttests, attituds lurvay’ -
. )} . . o | . . : f; ‘dc ‘ , .
COURSE EVALUATION o o -
Level of Lesgons appropriate
Quantity of ,Lguc?na ¢ o . more than sufficlent T s
Quality of Léssons very high ‘
% Lessons Previewed g ’ 1008 ¢ o o )
Sésslons Affected by Pallure  *2 o . - . . -

/ - -
" would You Use Your Own Time
to Improve PLA‘;_‘Q, Instructlon

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
First PLATO Contaét “ .
U of I Extenslon Course

PLATO Lessons Desiyned
“PLATC Lessons Prograﬁmefl
Relesass Time

-

Prior PLATC Use
Source of PLATO Training

Years T,aching' 13
. Years at this College 9 . .
. Tenure | o . yas * -
*Tgrin beginning/efd 173 .

Fall 73 ~ Pall 75 [nxccpt Summner 75)

4 .

. 4 L] e -
yes 7 . o .
f

. Cy - . 'y
U of I extension coua:lo»

L Y

Summer 72, Vid-bcck, intro: Pall 72,
Videback, authorl

k)
-
‘Spring 73, Sugner 73, Spring 74, Bpring 75,
Swmaer -75

¥

self, site coordinator, fallow instructor,
credlt courss




156

. t

INTERVIEW SUMMARY -- Chemistry Instructor #13

t . ) . o o "‘m-\‘:_‘ .
General . . . T
_ Li' 1 L A .

, , PLATO's effectlveness and: students attitude toward it freguently
depend upon the abilities of the students. Better students log more time ~
, on PLATO but it ‘is not’clear that they are better students because they
use PLATO or. that the? use” PLATO ‘because” they are better students. PLATO
. is probably. most effective for the "¢" student,tn:very good students who
want to cdver 1ots,of material fast. In contrast, "D"™ and "F":students
put tn‘a great deal of time on PLATO without improvement, although-even
for, poor | students PLATO maly be of sqme value. One student repeating the
**  course raised his grade to a-"C;" probabily through the aid of PLATO.
. The greatest fpustratnon w:th PLATO seems to be felt by those wlth learnlng
difficulties.” - . ‘-
. - ~t //
. .. PLATO's greatest stréhgth is that 1t ca us attention on a partic- /-
-ular topic and, can indiv1dua11y guide ‘and dire “the gtudy of those who ;
" . have diff:culty‘wmth the‘toplc, PIATO's" thief disadvantage is that it /
‘demdnds tlme that would’ otherwise be. spent in lecture or lab. : .
. [ L] N r
. PLATO is superior to lectures; lab, and to workbooks; it is not /
- equal: to homework or a text. It isy ip" differeﬁt respects, both be er °
and worse thin other forms of 1nst&uctlon..

- N - /'J v

- f N “ - ¥ -
. Use and Lessons . T I} b
. - - v .- Y v
The class used Seese and Daub's Basic Chemistry; the text/;as supple- .
mented with Sackheim'’s workbook.and’ tHe .instructok's own chemistry experi-.
ments, provided on dittos. - The inhstructor chose lassons f¥ the current
catalog of chemistry lessons_and fram a hard—copy jindex apﬁ-prev1ewed them

\ to determlne which would ke used 'in the couwrse. She is most adamant

that only lessons which have been, previewed be used. .

. £ -
. The topics which can be very closely structured best suit PLATO, ' '
. and almost all the essentlal topics aréd now covered.\\Most of the available
- lessons are qu;te goad, a most exploit 4ll of PLATO! '3 uniqie capabilities
* .with the_ exception of animdtion. All of-the lessons used fit the instructor's
_syliabus”nicelyz. While the learning level of most Messons was satisfactory,
. * 'some, lessons are too long. Less material should be’ tovered on PLATO than

cowld be covered in the same timé in a diffexept mediwm. If the present
lesskns "are .lacking in any way, - ;s in ;hel lack of humor and graphics; §
lesso should be written to»ma them more in resting and less dry -

\

.-~ Some mechanical failureés occurred thlS term bu they were noﬁ\serlou
. the system was generally wveliable, unlike the past where Sohe classtime wa
completely lost Qqe to, system failure. Schedullng Was difficult this term
in, so far as the instructor wanted to schedule a different class for PLATO
- . than she was able. In'the future, she would like, to see. it available for .
-all students. PIATO was used botnhggging classtime and’ during non-classtiime
on g non-scheduled basis, both to replace classroom instruction and for y

. ' . " . i "
. B . . . i“‘ . . e -_" ) ' .
* v - . L - ' S -
Q : . . WGy , . TN
RIC» . o : ; > .
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Cl\qm'istry Instructor #13 -- cont:l.nued ' / ,f -

S rev\.i.ew and pract:l.%e:j
. assigtance was provid by t.he laboratory a7stants and Errpl Mag:l.dscn. B .

o

X\\ 'I‘O ha added more fun to th:l.s instrdctor's teaching carger and it
C x\. has made her more aware of the steps involved in teaching /a tetal concept.

of how tu&e should be spent. To use PLATO most effect vely, recordjs musf be )
reviewed fx\equently to see if the s enfni:s havé ‘done the leg§sons and how -
much time wé\s spent accomplishing th

" ,
Introductieon to 'General Chemistry - 1 ~ ; . .
. i * * o .
L i - \
. ' w3
- Q“ . .Y
- T ~-

w7 ' \ ::_“

> n, ”, .n. [l . |1 [] H . 0,0, N . .ﬂ; hrs .

2 -4 5 12 14 16 18 ‘28

Uségé distribution L - ‘ R
Totals: 33 students, 389 hours. HRverage: 9.4

. - \ . . ) ot
- G . . X
- i + 1 ~ '

oy

. e




v

ID MUMBER . Chemistry Instryctor
L S 9

il
n

COURSE INFORMATION
L]

Name
“*Enrollment -
Schedule _ .k

'PLATO Use
Roster
Curriculum

‘Lesson Source

Lesson Preview i

158

-

#14

b | I -
Introductipn_&g General Chemistyy - 1 *
30/3% o
: ‘during tlass; outside of class, terminals
~reserved ’ :
\réview and practice, suﬁplement homework
self ., - . K '
self °’ \ '
’ il
course catalog

yes -
- ‘ \.'-’. ’

; ETS pretests, posttesté 2
Lo .6OURSE' EVALUATION o J " .
- Level -of ﬁessqps appropriate . i
Q;ngity of Lessoné . sufficient . \
Qualitg\of Lessons | high o . -
% Lessons Previewed {approx.) 10% .
Sessions Affgcted by Failuxe 3 ’ . T “
would You Usé\Ygur own Tim;;fﬁ/ﬂ yes ) \ a
to Improve PLATQ Instructi \
. ¢ [
INSTRUCTOR - INFORMATION -
" First PLATO Contact 7y oo 1 stags )
U of I Extension Cburae . none. .
PLATO Lessons Designed -0 N .\‘
PLATO Lessons Programmed 1 '
Release Time Summer 73 ) .
Prior PIATO use £ Spring 74, Fall 74, Fall 75 . .
Sourég of PLATO Trainih; _self - ) ~
Years Teaching 8 "
| Years at this CoFtege \ 5 . .
‘Tenure A ., Yes * '
’ ¥ -
v T
R s
®Tarm beginning/end A _,\ Py
. e - ‘o
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TNTERVIEW smmn -~ Chemistry Instructor #14

General ' - w ) \

*. q—-— ' T
- cot

. PLATO is especially useful for weak students, although good students
h = can profit by it also. The latter are enabled to work faster and farther
% than they would be able to otherwise. Most students seem to—llke PLATO
L -and there seems to be no rglation between learning ability and attitude
toward PLATO. PLATO is especially useful for tutor;ng and has no major
. dxsadvantages. It is more effective than audlo-VLSual aids, programmed
', '1 learning, and tutors.* It is equally effegtive as homework but worse than - )
~ gthéfrgfggested media and other forms of instruction. - ,

~ -

Use. and ' Lessons o .

. ‘Texts for the course were Foundations of follege Chemistry.by Heins and
accompanying lab manual, Tised in the introductory course, and College :
' % ;%z by Nebergal, used in- the“general chemistry course. Available
LA s80ns were reviewed -and s\;ghs@ +0 match the ourse sylla.bus.

/

) Marfy\top:l.cs worked well on PLATO. ‘I‘he :mstructoi: was particularly
:mere ed by the lessons written by Professor szth of the chemistry
dapartm nt.at the Urbana campus of the University of Ill:l,nog.s. Smith's
1e$sons re well organized and permit the student to proceed through - .
ra]:vidly. reover, ProfeSsor Smith's lessons explo:l.t PLATO's unique :
characterisfics particularly well and £it the ‘instrugtor's.course syllabus.
In‘general, learning level of the available lessons is not too edsy: ] .
some although one were ment:.oned by name, may be too difficult.

- their cours iorship of 1essons\ is less important than the quality

‘of the programi~themsalves. Most importdnteis the elimination of '

mechanical and programming problems which antagonize the students. Additichally, .
new lessons in bagic nathematics' for chemistry.would bé useful. Special T
attention should: be pa learning level of lessons. No lesson should

be too difficult for- the student audience. Moreover, lessons which require
problem solving demand each sg;udent's participation. .
Mechani_;c__ and admin:l.étrat:l.on o ‘ . R )

No mechanical failures occurred during the term. The ins
obliged to pick a less convenient time for his PLATO sessions
have preferred, 2:00 pem. in the afternocon, a time when ¢
session. He sees, as the end to this scheduling difficulty, more- +terminals.
He would also like to see more terminals available for casual use at un~ .
schedu%ed times. : v,

roster although the instructo‘q: ig capablé of doing so. s

-

~ Mits vamada provided assgistance with PLATO and managed the course \

The course had no ETS contact. . . N

The instructor feeis that PLATO\ may have an addictive effect and may
affect the' teaching profession; althaugh :|.t has not, so far, affthed his -
classrqoom performance or had any effect on his career. - . \ , 0

' P _ 182\ |

.. ‘ 5
)




Chemistry Instructor #14 -- continued Co R
[} .

Introduction to 'Gene!ral Chemistry -1
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Usage distribut son F L

" Tetals: 25 students, 84 hours. Average: 3.4

- - |




R 161

- -
o

ID.NUMBER - Chemistry Instructor #t5
- —_T-r"ﬂ.- .

<4

COURSE INFORMATION

Name ) General Chemistry - 1
*Enrollment _ o 36/‘!9
Schedule outside of class, terminals\not reserved ‘
PLATO Use reviewl and practice, replacq homework
_Roster site coordipator, asst site &oordinator
Curriculum self :
-L.e880n S_ou;cce course catalog .
o I;esson Preview . no .
ETS ‘ _no
! .
COURSE EVALUATION - ’
Level of Lessens - \ appropriate
Quanti : essons ) " qpfficienf " —
‘ Quality of Lessons N high .
% Lessons Previewed (approx.) ~  25%
sessions Affected by Fallure not applicable
. Would You Use Yotr Own Time no
to Improve PLATO Instruction
o :
\ INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION . . -
First PLATO Contact ' fellow instructor "
U of I Extension Course o none ' .
, PLATO.Lessons Designed - 0 1' ,
. PLATO Lessons Programmed 0
.Release Time none * :
" Prior PLATO Use -Spring 74, Fall 74, Fall 75 .
Source of PLATO '.I:‘rain'ing - \ aﬁst site coordinator, fellow instl:uétor
,E‘Eears Teaching . 33
Years at ,thl College . 24
Tenure ' ‘ .. yes o \. - "-k'
o : . - L v @I
. ‘ | . ) b :"» ‘\wé _ \ T \3‘&: ,
‘ *Tem‘begj:nning/ehd S ‘ \ .. ' , 2 -

/ 4
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY -~ Chemistry Instructor #15

No interview conducted.

General Chemizstry - 1

TTIT Lo T1

n  #sfudents

P 2 ‘4 6 g8 ' 18 12 ' 14 16

”

Usage .distribution
Totals: 27 students, Qﬁjhours. Average:

'y

[N
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1D NUMBER Chemistry Instructor #16

COURSE INFORMATION
Nama General Chemistry - 1
*E@gllment 41/26 |
Schadule - during classtima _
PLATO Usa . reviaw and practica, supplement homawork:
Roster ' salf, college PLATO gtaff ‘
Curriculum ' self )
Lesson Source I . college PLATO staff, fellow instructor
Legson Pr.‘-aview yes h
ETS . + pretasts, posttasts, attitude surveys
COURSE EVALUATION .
. i.evel of Lessons appropriata '
Qum%fy of ‘Lesspns more than sufficiant *
Quality of Lessons high :
% Lassons Previewed (approx.} 50% . ‘ ) - ,
Sassions Affected by Failure , @ . ' R
. Would. Yok Use Your Own Time -  Ves S
to Impreve PLATO Instruction i
INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION , ) 7 o N
First PLATO Contact college faculty meating e
. Uof I E};tenaion Course none )
. PLATO Lessons Dasigned - 2, ' " ",
PLATC Jiassons Programmed 0 \
: Release Time _ Spring 75
o  Prior PLATO Use | Spring 75, Fall 75 - S )
Souroe of PLATO Training . fallow dnftructor, site coortlii.nator
Years T ch}né ‘lﬁ'““j\ R 4 C Lo s .
Yaars at th . '
"I'an;..tra ,
_ . Ty .
o *Perm begim‘\ing/.end .f L e ! ’

3




-

164
i ,//_ P
///

INTERVIEW SUMMARY -~ Chemiétry Instructor #16
General e

PLATO rewards t e who.are interested ehough to use it regqularly,
not necessarily gifted students. Those who do use it more seem to like
it more, although in this class of Chemistry 201 there was a gevere
attrition problem for reasons that are uncertain, but many students simply
avoided.theRLATO sesgions. PLATO provides more practice and helps tutor

" the student at his own pace but when inflexible answer judging refuses to

accept the correct answers students2 are antagonized and discouraged from
finishing the lesson. In comparison with other media, PIATO is clearly
better than drill in class and, perhaps, better than programmed lea¥ning.
It is not-as good as audio-visual instiuction, homework, lecture, tutors,
clasa discussion, and labs.

Use and Lessons =

PLATO wag' used during classtime for review and practice and to supple-
ment homework. While the instructor is not entirely satisfied with this
use of PLATO, he i8 not sure how.it might be betfer used in the future
except that he would like it more readily available to be used casually
by the student according to*his own schedule. The text for the course
was College Chemistry by Nebergal et al. Appropriate PLATO lessons were
chosen from the printed catalog with the advice of PLATO lab ‘assistants.

The topic best suited to PLATO was nomenclature: the lessons on gag
laws, nomenclature, and the metric system were best because the students
swere given immediate positive feedback. The same lessons also best fit
the instructor's syllabus. Many lessons satisfactorily employed PL&EO'S
special capabilities and the learning level of most is satisfactory, m
although iﬁfleﬁﬁble angwer judging makts some lessons more difficult than
they need be¢ 'In the future, a lesson on pH would be a ugeful addition,
and present and future lessens ought to decrease the number. of exercises
and explain the theory and practice of the experiment in greater detail.
The instructor would like to see the review board composed of students as
we}; as faculty to Essist authors in drawing up new lessons.

¢

Machanics and'Admgglstgggion
s ,Neither mechanical nor scheduling problems occurred this térm:. The
instructor did not manage his’own course roster; students were enrolled !

either by Joan Sweany or Mr. Tabba. Tabba, Sweany, and Yamada helped

with the use of PLATO. . »

) ETS tests and attitude surveys were given and éeeméﬁpto intiﬁiﬂats— :

many students. . ‘“}-

-

This instruotor is no longar worried albout the poﬂbibility that4PLHEO .

may replace instriuctors. PLATO does not succeed with all atudents and it
can not provide total instruction for any. It is a very good ¢lassroom
aid and he has obtainéd several teaching itdeas from PLATO lessons.” As an,
author-programmer, he has learnad about other teachdrl'ﬁmpthodg in his
designing chemistry programe\., -

-5187
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Chnﬁistry Instructor #16 ~- continued -

General Chemistry - 1

" -

+ - .

_§ :
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5] 2 4 6 8 . "13' 12 14 16 18 289

Usage distribution S - B

Totals: 39 students, 167 hours.  Average: 4.3
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COURSE INFORMATION

Name .
*Enrollment
Schedule

PLATO Use

Roster |

Curriculum

Lesson Source ™~

Lesgon Previaw "
EPS -

COURSE EVALDATION

\_Leiel.of Lessons
-anntity of Leasons
Quality of Lpsédns

%z Lessons Previewed (approx.)
Sessions Affected by Failure.

‘Would You Use Your Own Time
to Improve PLATO Instruction

N -
L

INSTRUCTOR INFOBMATION

Pirst PLA e
Uof 1 ensiqn Course
PLATO Yessons Designed
PLATY Lessons Programmed
Release¢. Time

Prior PLATO Use

Source of PLATO Training
Yearslfeachiné

Years at this College .

Tenure

L
-

Chemistry Instructor #17

Contagt -~

166

-

General Chamistry - 1

40/23 A

during class; outside of clasg, terminals
.not reserved v .

review and practice, supplement homework
s;te coordinator

1

self, site coordinator

course catalog, fellow instructor, § of I
staff
‘some

-

“ pretests, posttests, attitude surveys

*~

F

appropriate
sufficient

average _

80%

-

27 -

yes //,/f’

college PLATO staff .
anl:l&

5

o =T

Spring 73, Epring 74—

Fall 13 - Fall 75 (excluding Summer 74}
gelf, ﬁte“coardinator . »
7 e

A (R

yes ~~

E"L‘arm'?ug’innin%/end | 189 . | \ ) 0

LA
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INTERVIEW SUMMﬁRE - Chemlstry Instrucior ¥17

Students £ind PLATO easier than a text and more straightforward
but at lsast some can not apply what they learn on PLATO to other contexts,
and for them thes instructor must point out the relationship of the PLATO

matar‘ials to the text. Good students .are well motivated and like PLATO; ~

students who rarely come to clags dislike it. It is impossible to Say ~
now what effect PLATO has on achiesvepent. PLATO can provide tutoring for
those. who lack background in acience and mathematics, although that poten-
“tial advantage is minimal for those students who do .not conceive of PLATO
as "real" instruction and do not appear for the PLATO sessions.

3 L]

PLATO provides batter inst.ruction than workbooks, audio-visual aids,

homework, or a text. It can not do the.work of class drill, programmed -

learning, lecture, ‘tutors, class discussion or laboratory. - .
- - - )
Use and Legsons . ‘ S

. PLATO was used during classtime and outside of class on an unscheduled
basis for review and practice and to supplement homework. It was not used
to wholly replace classroom instruction for any topic. In the future, the
instructor would like to See\PLATO used exclusively outside of classtime
under the supervision of a. competent chemistry tutor. He intends to make

up his own index of PLATO lessons and incorporate it into the syllabus of -
the course. - \

¥

The course used the text College Chemistry by Nebergal etal. and the
“Handbook of Chemistry by Stoich. PLATO lessons conforming to the topics of
.the asyllabus were chogen from the on-line index.

2t A1) the topics audlable on PLATO help but especially useful are

méth skills, Jscientific ngtations, and scolutions. No particularly good - '
leggons were identified-nor were lessons that employed PLATO's special
characteristice well. All the chemistry lessona did fit the course syllabus.
'I‘here is, however, a need for more math legsons and a continuing requirement

' U ror a11 lessons to ba rev.tewad and cr‘.l:t:l.queg ' Y

.- M-. I
Hochanics ‘and - Administration ‘ ' \‘-\

. .
" There wave goms mechanical interrupticfn;a/this semaster but only one .
total failure of \the system, whichoocurfed too late in the class hour to
salvage the remaihder or to resume class, No scheduling problems arose.
Assisthnce in PLATO was provided by Mits Yamada and Joan Sweany, who also
ma.nago@ the class roster. R }

.

./

s

N | The clads was given ETS pretests, posttests, and attitude. surveys.

TO can be a good supplement to the .clagsroom but it can not raeplace
the feacher or the.classroom forum although it 'may change the nature of
@ work that goes Lon in the classroom somevwhat. So far PLATO hag had no
/,maalnrabla efffact on his carear. » .

.- X 3 -

-
-

(
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- Chﬂmistry*fhstructor #17 -— continued
7 - : .ot

- For most effective use of PLATO, panels of teachers should develop
the materisl according to the academic and pedagogic needs of their own

. ~students, For example, lessons prepared at the Uﬁiversgty of Illinois
4 " geem too difficult in the community college. The classroom teacher who
e . Mmust use the lessons best knows the requirements of, his audfence and his
ju&gament can help achieve the fullest and best use of PIATO, . .

LY v

» A

-~ * -

|

General Chemiéﬁry -1

Ll

w #5tudent$

.”,no,ﬂl‘n.[l’,h'.n! N |

g 2 4 6 A 18 12 14 16 18 28

&
a""
o

Usage- diatribution
Totals: 37 ztudents,

ot

3%1 hours, Hveragef‘ 9.5

\

- . o \
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:-hrs




ID NUMBER  Chemistry Instructor

" COURSE INFORMATION
Naﬁh "4
*Enrollment
ﬁchedule .

*PLATO Use
Roster
Curriculum

Laszon Source
Lesson Pr;view
. EIS |
COURSE EVALUATION
Level o8 essons
Quantity of Lossons
Quai;ty of Lessons
wkr_;lmLessons Pravi%wed (approxg%
Sessions affected by Fallure

Would You Use Your Own Time
to Improve PLATO Instruction
i

' INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
First PLATO Contact
, VoflI éﬁtunsian éoﬁrse "
' PLATO Lessons Designed
PLATO Lessons Programmed
Relwmase Time '
Prior PLATO Usge \

Source'ofiPLamO Training
' -

-

Years Teac\ing
Years at this College
Tanure

*Tarm baginning/end

[Kc

m Provided by ERIC

169 - S
#18

Ganeral Chamiatgy;-.1
32)16

during classy - outzide of class, terminals
reserved

-
I

-

review and practice, supplement homework
site coordinator, asst site coordinator

-gelf, site coordiﬁator; asst site
coordinatyy -

course cataloy, college PLATO ataff_'

3

I3

no

pretests, pﬁiftzatl, attitude surveys

appropriate o ’
. sufficient *
average

D -
tg

no

. .

fellow instructor

none !

L
‘D | - \"s(
-b w A
’nbne

Fall 73 - Fall 75

,zself, lite coordinatOr, asst litl
geordinator e

3 1/2
3-1/2
yas
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INTERVIEW SUMMBRY -- Chemistry Instructor #18 i

General .
It is impossible to say if PLATO is successful in helping all students. :’

Some students are clearly intrigued by PLATO but some are strongly antago-~

nized by it. There seems to be no gorrelation between ability and attitude
teward PLATO, except among stronger students, many of whom complain it is

too simple for them. PLATOQ can, however, break up a long lab period as 'a

kind of diversion and it provides good interactlon which requires the

student to participate. It is not, however, !real life® and that impairs

" its effectiveness as a replacement for laborathy. PLATO provldes better
instruction than audio-visuals and perhaps better than programmed learning ”cw"ﬂ@ﬂ"""’
or workbooks._;lt is not as successful as all other forms of 1nstruct§aﬂf“ RN

) _ “““6, o

‘Use and Lessons

PLATO was used both during classtime and ou
terminals reserved. Lessons were chosen to
and to supplement homework.

of classtime with i
ide both review and practice

. After the gourse syllabus o established, PLATO lessons were chosen
from the curriculum catalog.of PLATO lessons to fit thEKtDplCS covered in the-
course. Of th essggsﬁﬁﬂallable, none ywere exceptlonally suitable although
most of’ the toplcs fit the syllabus satisfactorily. The lessons on gas laws
used PLATO's capabllltles exceptionally well, chiefly in their exploitation
of graphlcs. Since there was such a wide range of apilities in the class,
it was difficult to generalize about the learning level of the lessons although
the instructor would like to see PLATO lessons more fiexlbly designed.
Students should be able to ‘enter and exit at will, skip from one part to the
next, and return to already covered material as often as they like. Most
lessons would be improved with better answer judging.

“- Mechanics and Administration ) v

. There were neither any total system failures nor recent mechanical
problems: the instructor reported no scheduling problems.

Errol Magidson and Sanford Rush managed the roster and th curriculum
and helped the instructor use PLATO.

In spite of the instructor's disenchantment wi the whole ETS system,
ETS pretests, posttests, and attitude surveys were given. Not only are the - :
ETS tests more difficult than the course but they dof not adequately test v
the effectiveness of PLATQ{ PLATO develops mechanicil problem solving
abilities but the -ETS examinations test:concepts.

fal. At present, he sees little effect of PLATO on|classroom practice or
the teaching profession. It-has, however, made easiler the task of teaching
night courses.

The instructor may use PLATO more in the faturzeif it proves success-

"
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Chemistry Instructor #18 -- continued

General Chemistry - 1

\

#students

ke

25

'\'l _l”_! |_=l:1|n.:nln_% . ‘l’ 1 : 1 _|I.|n= 1 _l_ i :}.l‘r\s-
a .2 4 B 8 148 12 - 14 16 13 28

-

. Usag%fdistribution _ o
tals: 27 students, 82 hours. Average: 3.0

—_— 4
o *
!
1
- i
'
\ e
*~ i
- .
- Y.
'
' -
-
s
. I
13
#
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I NUMBER Chémistry Instructor #19

. COURSE INFORMATION

Name - » . E General Chemistry - 1 i
*Enrollﬁéht T 15/approx, 15
. échedu;e ' during class, optional use-outside class
“ " PLATO d%e . review and pracfice
Roster. . self, asst site poordinator
Curriculum self
Lesson Source " course catalog '
Lesson ?review_ ) ' some ’ ]
ETS o ' no i | A
) - ]
COURSE EVALUATION = °
- Level of Lessons * appropriate
Quantity of Lessons sufficient
" Quality of Lessons = . average
t Lessons Previewed (approx.) 25%
Sessions Affected by Failure none .
' Would You Use Your Own Time yes

to Improzre PLATO Instruction :
"l + -

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION

First PLATO Contact professional conferences |
U of I Extension Course none ' F
PLATb Lessons Designed 0
PLATO Lessons Programmed 0
Release Time - . 0 f
" Prior PLATO Use Fall 73, Spring 74, Fall 75 |
) Source of PLATO Training site coordinator, asst site cooréinator
Years Teachirg 3 1/2 - .
| Years at this College 31/2 K ‘
"Tenure . ’ yes ~— |

- . ¥

*Term beginning/end

195 ]
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. ©. 73

+

1l

-

INTERVIEW SUMMARY -- Chemistry. Instructor #19

No interview conducted. T

»

-

General Chemistry = 1

‘v #students

2 4 & 8
Usage distribution
Totals: 22 students,

15 12

188 hours.

-~

196

Average:




ID NUMBER

COURSE INFORMATION

Name - ) T
*Enrollment
Schedule

PLATO Use

' Roster
Curriculum
Lesson Source
Lesson Preview

ETS

CQURSE EVALUATION -

Level of Lessons

Quantity of Lessons

Quality of Lessons

% Lessons Previewéd (approx.)
Sessions Affected by Failure

Would You Use Your Own Time
to Improve PLATO Instruction
g

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
First PLATO Contact
U of I Extension Qéﬁrse
PLATO Lessons DeSigned
PLATO Lessonsrérogrammed
Release Time/
Prior PLATO'Use
Source of ;LATO Training

Years Teaching
Years at this College

Tenure

*Perm beginning/cnd

197

Chemistry Instructor ¥20

174

.General Chgmistry -1
10/7 +

during class; outside of clasgj terminals -

not reserved ) .
review aqd practice, suﬁblemeﬁt hnmewo;k‘
self, college PLATO staff- R
self _ ' " '
course catalog / . h

yes »

pretests, posttests, attitud&wsurveys

appfopriate
sufficient
average. - ,
50%

2 .

yes

fellow instructor
none

0

0

none

Fall 74 - Fall 75

self, site coordinator, asst site
coordinator, fellow instructor

9
4

yes

Yo h
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY ~~- Chemistry Instructor #20

-~

f

No inteésview conducted. . .

General Chemistry - 1

2
<
0,
Y
pu | -
+
n
. _#
‘\ 5
\ | .l‘l_-g_ﬂ, :" 4 :I"l. } .n:n.l‘lg_ .I:L=_ 2 _:n.' { nnlhrs
o 2 4 6 8 18 12 14 16 18 28 '
Uzage distribution ‘
Totals: 1! students, 111 hours. RAverage: 19.1
— ‘ r
198
Q . . )
ERIC . ‘
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ID NUMBER  Chemistry Instructor #21 ’ ‘ )
.‘ . ) . . ) ¢ -*..}
COURSE INFORMATION _ = . 237 - L
Name : i i Gemal chem:.stry -1 . .
‘*Enrollment ‘o 42/23 ': ’ ST
Schedule - - _ during. classtime; outside of 01333: o e T I
terminals not resexved . . : - : .
PLATO Use review and practice, supplement hnmework 4 ", mm
. Roster ' ' self, asst site coordinator - PRI &
Curriculum . - - ° -~ self . ' ' e i ; _
Lesson Source course catalog . __ﬁ nk' ?,; . ,:‘:':}
Lesson Preview some _ * R S .
. o ¥ .
COURSE_EVALUATION ; : S e
Level of Lessons appropriate ‘;'"L :}”j -
Quantity of Lessons sufficient ey
Q.uality of Lessons " high _ / _‘ ““‘_ .{} )
A Lessons Previewed {approx.} 10% S :.:":- -
Sessions Affected by Failure 0 _ 'r '
Would You Use Your Own Time no . 'y —
"——- to Improve PLAT® Instruction g - - .
" INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION : /' ,
First PLATO Contact . fellow J‘;nst:ructér -
U of .1 Extension Cdilrae ‘_‘,Spr:f.ng ?Sl,T J:ordan, intro . . :
PLATO Lessons Designed L0 e
PLATO Lessons Programmed 3 . 0 - - ‘,, '
* Release Time 1 none -
Prior PLATO Use - =. Fall 75"
Source c’u‘.f- PL#\'Ip Traiﬁing self, aSSt aite coordinat:or
Years ‘Ije.échihgg P % 2 2 o
Years at this College® . - 9
. Tenure : yes
s IR N )
i E - L '
B *'f‘grm beginning/énc} .
Lo 199
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY -- Chemistry-Instructor #21 R
General

.Since this is the first term the instructor has used PIATO, he iz not
sure of its effect on student achievement but students like to play with
the equipment. It is a valuable tool for reinforcement, although taxpayers
might well complain of its cost. PLATO is better than a workbook, audio-
vigual aids, and programmed learning. It is worse than homework, lecture,
and-class discussion and equal to other media.

Use and Lessons .

PLATO was used during classtime and on an uﬂhdheduled basis for review |

and practice and to supplement homework; the ihstructor foreasees no change
in its use in the future. )

The class used a text by .Nebergal and Schmidt etal. plus a laboratory .

workbook. Appropriate PLATO lessons were chosen from the hard-copy catalog.

Péfteen topics in the hard~copy catalog, not here identified, seemed
appropriate to PLATO. Good lessonsg were found in every topic area. The
learning level of the lassons was .appropriate to.the clags although some °
lessons did not fully develop the material they might have. No lessons were
identifiad as amploying PIATO's unique characteristics particularly well.
Some twenty lessons, also not identified, fit thie instructor's syllabus
wall.

In the future, lessons should be developad by the teachers: who*actually
teach the course. Lassons should be impnoved by providing better step~by~
step development within the topics. Moreover, lesson programming should
be improved to kaep better track of student progress and to give credit for
units completed. .

Machanics and Adminiatration

Only minor machanical problems ocourred: scheduling problems were not
savere, although a class siza of forty-two poses problems finding terminals.
for the antire class. The probable solution is £¢ reducs class wmize rather
than add new terminals. :

The instructor took the introductory PLATO course in Spring 1975 and
managed his own roster and curriculum. Laboratory assistants provided
genaral help in the use of PLATO.

The course had no contact with BTS.

Although PLATO gives the instructor more confidence as a teacher, he .

is unsure of ites effect on tha teaching profesaion generally. Although it
is a valuable tool, it has not so far affectad his classroom work.

240
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i #students:

o | 178

. Chemistry Instructor #21 -= contimied

General Chemistry - 1.

L

e

@ 2 4. 06 8 18 12 14 . 16 18 29

Uéase distribution ] T .
Totals: 44 students, 492 hours. RAverage: 11.2

-

201




s o

# & /‘ £ » -
® . 179 % e 3
R . L L . . *
. - ’ ¥ . . [ . " . .
" ID NUMBER <Themistry Instructor #22° . © - o .

PN -
- b -

« COURSE INFORMATION

Name . .
*Enrollment o
Schedule

PLAfb Use ‘,
Rogter" -
Curr}culum N
Lesgon Source
Lesgon Previe;c
ETS

COURSE EVALUATION
Level of Lessons
Quantity of Lessons
Quality of Lessons
% Lessons Previewed (approx.)

Sesgions Affected by Pailure

Would You Use Your Cwn Time
to Improve PLATCO Instruction

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION -
First PLATO Contact
U of I Extension Course
PLATO Laegsons Designed
PLATO Leséons Programmed
Release Time
Prior PLATC Use
Source of PLATO Training

»~

Years Teaching .
Years at this College *°

‘Tenure

*Term beginning/end

*
H »

Organic Chagzatry '

2820 . . T
during classtime; outside of ¢lass,
terminals reserved »
reviQW.and.practiég; supplement homework
asst site'coordinatqr, qelf
self

course cataloy e,
yes g .

no
"

-

appropriate

sufficient

high .
50%

1

ves

U'of I staff

none

. .

¢

none .

Spring 74 - Fall 75

self, asst site coordinator
ao

18

yes

202
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY -- Chemistry Instructof #22

No interview conducted. f_

—
\Organic Chemistry

n ®kstudents

Usage distribution _
Totals: 28 students, 172 hours. Average:
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e 183 .
. | ‘
A " SUBJECT COORDINATOR'S SUMMARY ~- ENGLISH
v . ‘-' ’ ’ - ) -
. Introduction o , . ‘ ‘-“__

L

During Fall 1975, sixty-seven courses at four City Colleges of Chicago
(the Chicago Urban Skills Institute, Kennedy-King College, Malcolm X College,
and Wright Cbllege) and Parkland College used the PLATO English lessons. Use
involved th1rty*n1ne'1nstructors and 1,499 students totally 5,433 computer

'y ) hours of instruction.
L . - ' “{--.} : '
k] Currlculum . . &

Two distinct or choices in curriculum are offered by the Community
College English Proflect. The first is the Language Arts Routing System (LARS),
a package of dlagn stic tests and instructional materials designed for remedial
English SklllS. , makes it possible for an instructor to specify the
‘behaviorial objegtives desired while allowing the computer to prescribe
material on an ividual basis .by using information about an individual's

' needs, abilitieg, curriculum goals, and available lesson-.-mateérial to select
appropriate ingtruction for the student. . The LARS ‘system individualizes the
learning process by talloring curriculum content to the educatlonal requlre-
ments of. the, student. . o

"

The LARS ‘diagnostic testing bank is composed of items clagsified 'into
'flfty-SLx loqically distinct categorles. Students take the LARS tests over

- the course ‘of the %emester rather than en masse at the beginning. EBach =~ -,
i tor has the option of selecting only those categories which he fee}s
arg appropriate for his students. Each category is followed by 1mmed1a§ez

struction if the student's performance warrants remedlation.

-LARS contains over sixty-five separate instructional lesseons which
range from five to forty-~five minutes in length. The leqéons cover the four
language arts skill areas of grammar, punctuation, spelling, and word usage.

¥ . :
: The . second: curriculum option offered is the standard PLATO system
_router which-is composed.of “indexes or sequences of lessons specified by the
instructor. These lessons are selected, generally, on .the basis of their
descriptions in the hard-copy English catalog: they cover the areas of
capitalization, composition, editing, . grammar, poetry, punctuation, research,
spelling, wvocabulary, and word usage. There are 117 lessons comprising
approximately seventy-five hours of instructional material.

-The ;ange of the lessons-is wlde, and includes purely instruct1ona1
materlaiﬂand lesson reviews in the form of tests. Varying levels of
difficulty are also represented. - Generally, individual lessons were created
by the community collége instructors. Each author maintains the privilege

;

1

Michael, Gary and ﬁary Sllger, LARS Instructor's ﬂagual, Computer Based

Education Reserach Laboratory, University of Illinois, Urbana, Illlnols 51801,
1976.-L\‘ ;3»‘

T Communlty Colleqge Eggllsh Lesson’ Index, Computer Based Education Research
Laboratory, UniverSLty of Illineis, Urbana, Illinols 61801, 1976.° .

4
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Usage

184

- ,oow »

of editing his lessons at any time and is'individually responsible for its
operational quality as well as the effectiveness of its pedageglcal design
and the accuracy of the subject matter content.

Diverse usage included (1) PLATO as one hour of a three hour a week
class, (2) PLATO as an outside class activity for homework or review,

(3) PLATO as a wvaluntary activity, and (41 PLATO as a GED }nstructlen method.

In some cases the PLATO English lessons were used to supplement class-—
work; other times they were used to supplant in-class activity. Often;
terminals were scheduled for usage, however some usage was unscheduled.
Because the amount and type of use varied among sites,” courses, instructors,
and students -- dictated by their respective rationales for usage -~
comparisons of such uses are d;fficult to interpret.

Implementation N - . L ]

The community college English staff, consisting of Irena Finkelsztein,
Gary Michael, Jim Wiiliamsen, and Mary Sliger, and coordinated by Pauline ,
Jordan, has peen continually available to introduce and agsist users. Liaison
work at the four Chicage sites has been carried out primarily through Jim
Williamson and, at the Parkland site, by Mary Sliger. On-line communication
via the talk option, personal notes, and the English notesfile has provided
constant stimulus to the development and revision of the English curriculum.
. In Spring 1975, English authors and users plus the CERL staff were
drganized into the PLATO English Editorial Board. PEEB was e;iginally
conceived to fulfill three primary goals: '

;1) To improve ehd maintain the quality of lesson development in Engilsh.

{2) To familiarize new or potent1a1 users with what is avallable through
A PmTO. Is

3
I w

{3) To investigate the funding ofhEnglish curricula proposals.

Singe its inception, PEEB has- served as a workiné bond, uniting the efforts
of concerned English users.

e
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COURSE IﬁEORMATION\\\

\ﬁpEnrol e;t :
g Scha$T; A
PLATO Use | '
\\Rogter /{ '
urrigulum '
Lesgdn Source

sson Preview '

ETS\\&Q

~ CQURSE Bvaihmm;ou

Level af-Lessoﬁb\\ : ~

Quantity of Lessons™

Quallty of Lessons

% Lessons Previewed (approx‘i\
Sess;$ns Affected by Failure

Would You Use Your Own Time
to Improve PLATO Instruyction
t . .,

k]

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
First PLATO Contact
U of I Extension Course
PLATO Lessops Designed
PLATO Lessons Programmed

L]

Release Time
Prior PLATO Use
Source of PLATO Training

Years Teaching
Years at this College

Tenure

*Term beginning/end

-_ Englééh‘instructor #1

185

7
Crane High School Outpost (2 sectlons)
\65/ (total 2 sections)

during classtlme .

review and practlce

self '

self, asst site coordinator, U of I staff

course catalog

yes

no

-

response = -
response

response

response

response

" response

.

feliow insthuctor

none \
0 . '
0 .

\ .
none .
Fall 75 ‘

self, site coordinator, asst site coordi-
nator, U of I sgtaff

2 - )
L4 .
no response = ",

response
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY -- English Instructor #1 - .

No interview conducted.

Crane High School Outpost

)]
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g
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o
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S I'l .
4 1 : [ _l'_ .Lﬂ_'ln_n_ E 1 : 1 _=_ 1:-__'l 1 : .' = 1 —i hr;s
" 2 4 6 8 159 12 14 16 18 29
Usage distribution
. Totals: 37 students, 91 hours. fverage: 2.5
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Usage distribution , .
Totals: 35 students, 94 hours. HRverage: 2.7 '
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ID NUMBER

COURSE INFORMATION

Name -
*BEnrollment
Schedulé
PLATO Use
Roster ' ‘
Curriculum -
"- Lesson Source
Lesson Preview

ETS

COURSE EVALUATION
Lgvel of lLessons

- -

Quantity of Lessons

Quality of Lessons

%t Lessons Previewed (approx.
Sessicns Affected by Failure

‘"Would You Use Your Own Time
.to Improve PLATO Instruction

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
First PLATO Contact

U of T Extension Course
| PLATO Lessons Designed
PLATO Lessons Programmed
Release Time

‘Pfior PLATO Usq\

source of PLATO Training
Yeh?k Teaching

'Years at this College
‘Tenure” .

-

P YA
N

*Parm heéinning/énd
1

)

ey

)

N

English Instructor #2

508

.o."&

© course catalog

1

187

Business Skills =

11/

during class

yes

attitude survey .;

approprlate
sufficient
high

e Co %
‘:, oo ]/ ’
ca. 6 (all sectiong §aught by this - + .
instructor; incldﬂgu‘iccounting, Cler
Typlst 1, Clﬁkk—iyp t 2, and Steno)

b i y . .
yes IR ,

v

college PLATO staff
none .-
0 .
0

none )
Spring 75 - Fall 75

site coordingtor, U of I staff

2
L
-
r
'

J- ' III [ 9

no - .




ID NUMBER English Instructor #2
‘" COURSE INFORMATION |
L Name [
*Enrollment
. .Schedule N
--PLATO Use

'‘Roster

“tCurrienlum
'Lesson Source
:.Lesson Praview

ETS

- .COURSE EVALUATION

L Level of lessons .

Quantity of Lessons ®

Quality of Lesspns%. )

’% Lessons Previewed (appéox.)i

_Sé%sians Affected by Failure

l e .
ﬁbuld You Use: Your Own mimé .
to Improve PLATO Instruction

-

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
First PLATO Contact
U of I Extension Qougée
. PLATO lessons Pesignad -

PLATO Lessons Programmed -
Release Time )

Prior RLATO Use

Source of PLATO Trainiﬁg
Yeaﬁszeaehing

Years<at this Eo%lege

¥ \ -

" Tenure ;
* i

f . :
,  *Terxm beginning/end

IToxt Provided by ERI

¢ L

188 —

_Business Skills - Clerk4ﬁybist 1

5/

during class

review and practice
self ;
self

course catalog

yes '

attitﬁde survey

appropriate

sufficient

high ,
S50% ]

ca. 6 {all sections taught Ly this

instructer; includes Accounting, Clerk-

Typist 1, Clerk~Typist 2, and Steno)
yes

K

‘college PLATO staff

none
0
0

!

- none

Spring 75 -~ Fall 75 '

8ite . coordinator, U of I staff
1 _

1

noe

LY
i




TD NUMBER
ﬁ

COURSE INFORMATION

Name
*Enrollment
Schedile
PLATO Use

- Roster

Cutriculum

lesson Source

Lesson Preview

ETs

-

COURSE EVALUATION

Level of Lessons
Quantity of Lessons

Quality of Lessons

% Lessons Previewed (approx.)
Sessiors Affected by Failure

L
-7

Would You Use Your Own Time
to Improve PLATO Instruction,

4
Y

INSTRUCTOR INFORMAEIO§

First PLATO Contact '

U of I Extension Couqu
PLATO Lessons Designed’
PLATO Lessons Prograrmed
Release Time

Prior PLATO Use

So&rce of PLATO Training
Years Teaching R
Years at this Collaege

'Tenupe

4

+

% |
o %! *pemm beginning/end

ERlc

N

189

English Instructor #2 -

_Business Skills - Clerk-Typist 2

8/ .o
during class

review and practice
self ;
Self, site coordinatof

course catalog, U of I staff, college
PLATO staff

no

attitude survey

-

appropriate .

sufficient . N
high ' :
50%

ca. 6 (all sections taught by this
instructor; includes Accounting, Clerk-
Typist 1, Clerk-Typist 2, and Steno)

yves

&

college PLATO staff

n&ne

0

o .

none .

Spring 75 - Fall 75

gsite coordinator, U of I staff
] .

1

no
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- #
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ID NUMDER English'Instructor #2

. COURSE: INFQRMATION S . -

Name Business Skills = Steno f
*Enrolliment 12/ o .
Schedule during class = '
PLATO Use ‘ review and praéfi&g'-
‘Roster self ;
Curriculum self

Lesson Source course catalog.

Lesson Preview yes

ETS. K atlitude -survey
.
COURSE EVALUATION . N
Levél of Lessons ‘ app}opriate -
Quantity of Lessons sufficient - -
Quality;of Lessons high , '
% Lessons Previewed (approx.) S50%

Sessions Affected by Failure \‘

tould Yqu’ﬂse Your Own Time yes
to Improve PLATO Instruction

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION o
First PLATO Contact college’ PLATO staff
U of I Extension Course none \
{ PLATO Lessons Designed . 0
PLATO Lessons Prograxmed 0 -
Release Time , none o
Prior PLATO Use . Spring 75 - Fall 75
Source of PLATO Training . site coordinator, U of I staff
gsars Teaching 1
Yaars at this College 1
- Tenure = . ) no
;TaTorm beginning/end _ . .

ERIC .

== 212

|

ca, 6 (all sections taught by this
nstructor; includes Accounting, Clerk-
Typist 1, Cler‘k"wpist 2, and stenO)
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY -- English Instructor #2

.No interview conducted.

Business Skills -« Accounting

9
-+
et
L ?
T x ol
3
+
4
*
S H . _
4 .l"'I= :_-#__:”! ) { :!_1__!_1_! i ! .|'= i :hrs
g 2 4 6 g 18 12 14 16 18 28
Usage distribution
‘Totals: 18 students, .38 hours. Average: 3.8
r
~ Busindss skills - Clerk-Typist 1
[ ) T~
-+
$
3
+
i)
* .
5
| .n_enel'l_rx_ﬂ.' a i ! i _.l A4 ,‘I_ A _E_l _: _1_‘1_ ) :hrs
") 2 4778 . 8 18 . 12 14 16 18 20

Usage distribution
Totals: 5 students, 12 hours. ARverage: 2.4

213




¥

L

192

English Instructor #2 -- continued .

Basiness Skills - Clerk-Typist 2

)

+

.@ ’

o

v A\

5
< P S U S U SO S U SR Wt
g 2 4 6 8 18 12 14 16 18 20

Usage distribution ’
Totals: 9 students, 17 hours. Average: 1.9

Business Skill; - 8Steno

0 | .

t

u

D

3

!

s H -
.-H:._-na-:-.a-:-v:-:'-:‘-:-:hrs
8 2- 4 6 8 1 12 14 . 16 18 28

Usage distribution v

Totals: 12 studentg, 22 ‘hours,

Y

Average: 1.8

%
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- ID ﬁUMBER “English Instructor -#3

+
-

COURSE ‘INFORMATION .

Name , ' Business Skills - Clerk Typist (4 sectigns)
*Fnroliment C 42/ (total 4 sections) '
Schedule . during class
, PLATO Use . . review and practice
Roster . self .2
Curriculum self ; -
Lesson Source course catalog _
Lesson Preview yes
ETS ‘ no .

COURSE EVALUATION

Level offffjessons - no response

Quantity of Lesscns ' RO response .

Quality of Lessons . ' ho response

% Lessqns Previewed (approx;T no response . |
Sesgions Affected by Failure no response . - f&
Would You Use Your Own Time RO response - .

to Improve PLATO Instructicn

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION ' : -

First PLATO Contact college PLATO staff
- UoflI Ext%nsion Course. . no response
PLATO Lessons Designed ) no response -
PLATO Lessons Programmed ‘po re;ponse '
Release Time nc raesponse
Prior PLATO Use Spring 75 = Fall 75
Source of PLATO Training : Site’éoordipator
Years Teaching . 8 )
Years at this Collgge 2
' - Tenure no
*Term.beginning/end

| 215
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Eé NUMBER

COURSE INFORMATION

Nama

“*Enrollment
Schedule
PLAql'O Use .o
Rostexr ‘
Curricylum
Lessgo SOuﬁce

Lessoh Preview

;
. |
COURSE EVALUAPION

Level of Lessons,

antity of Lessons

uality of Lessons
] Lessons Previewed (apﬁrox.}
Sessions Affected by Failure

Would You Use Your Own Time
to Improve PLATO Instruction

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
Firast PLATO Contact

U of I Extension Course
1LATO Lessons Desaignasd
PLATO Lessons Programmed
Release Time

Prior PLATO Use

Source of PLATO Training

ars Teaching
Years at this College

*Tenrea

*Term beginning/and

194

English Instructor #3 - L

Business Skills - Steno (3 sections)
43/ {total 3 sections)

during class

review and practice

self ) -

self

course catalog

yes

no

appropriate

more than sufficient
high

100%

1 or 2 -

yes L)

college PLATO. staff
no respofige

ne respone

o re;honse

ng response

Spring 75 - Fall 75
site coordinator

5

2

no
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INTERVIEW SUHMARY - Engllsh Instructor #3

No interview conducted.

Business Skills -- Clerk Typist

\
v ; oo S
" S T e
3 EA e LT

# ! - I ‘ o ' _f'
5 o . N . Pl ' &

4 I-l_l_” : n L n .: ‘[']"I n i":h?.n = [ I : A % " _= i _=_ l. .= i _i hr$

& 2 4 6 8 18 12 14 16 18 28

. Usage distribution . o
" Totals: 19 students, 54 hours. Ffverage: 2.8

V)

-E L .'.'

3

e @

)

#. w ’ *

5 E | .
| l‘n_{_ ﬂ I-I Hl_l-l nlnn I_l'_i A 4 i = A ‘= 1 E'hr.s
g 2 4 8 18 12 <14 16 18 28

- .
[3

Usage distribution
Totals: 17 students, 88 hours, Average: 4.7

0 "
e
c
$ ‘.
, z; v
S.
! 4 - ‘ hrs
8 2 4 6 8 18 12 14 16 18 28
' Usage distribution ‘ -
Totals: 22 studentg, 61 hours. Average: 2.8
217 ‘ ' . ]

I * ) . i
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English Instructor #3 - cpntinuedl ‘ , | -~
¥ N
I: c . o ! -
§ A YA
J ' . / :
y L ' cn L .
\5 ” - H.', . . "f'.
' ‘”.5n' ‘-n'-_,in'ni——.‘ — : 4 ; e "! hrs
g - 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 -l? 18 2B

Usage distribution -~
Totals: 21 students, 58 hours. Average: 2.8

.o .

Businese Skills -- Steno s

K
4

n #students
as

——t—t—t—————t——i— hrs

$ Jnh:ﬂn”: nn! 1 ’r" ¥
" 2 4 6 . B 18 12 14 16 18 21

Usage distribution _ :
Totals: iF students, 54 hours. Average: 3.6

X .
[ v
i
a
K
9 H - ‘4 s
I_ll-l_l :ﬂ-”:rl { L f—t bt 4 L 4 . } .'lhr‘s
@ 2 4 6 8 1¢ 12 14 16 18 28

Usage distribution
Totals: 15 students, 54 hours. Fverage: 3.6
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"+ English Instructor #3 -- continued = - - N
" “ . ‘.&
- % iy - - “
o * f
:i 1
S
0
.
5} : : i I v '
- H ﬂ y - .
- ¢
| n.ﬂs . :ﬂ.nfn. s ' L — } -__l'_‘-'iefn | hrs
o 2 4. 6 - -8 17 12 14 16 18 29
' “? Usage distribution . . . -
Totals: 13 students, 41 hours. Average: 3.2
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ID NUMBER English Instructor #4 °

-

LN,

. COURSE INFORMATION

. Name . . GED

;Enréllment ‘ | . 27/40

Schedule | during class .

PLATO Use ; replace classwork, reﬁiew and practice
Roster ' " self )

r: Curriculum . S o self ’

Lesson Source e . course catalog .

$éssan Preview . . some ' X L

ETS ’ ‘ no -

COURSE EVALUATION

_ Level of Lessons ‘ ; appropriate )
‘ Quantity of Lesséns = .. less than sufficient
Quality of Lessons high o -
% Lessons Previewed (approx.)' -50% T
- Sessions Affected. by Failure 1 0or 2
Would You Use Your Own Time ' yes

‘e to Improve PLATO Instruction

o

. .}
*  INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
1

-

First PLATO Contact - . no reéponse oo
-U of I Extension Course no response ST )

. PLATO Lessons Designed no response - ?
PLATO Lessons Programmed no responsé

. Release Time no response -

. Prior PLATO Use o ~ no response ”
b t' 'Sdﬁfcg of PLATO‘Tfainiﬁg : ﬁbqugpénse‘ !
; Years Feach;né. " 1nq'resppnse ) .
' Years 3t.th;5'§ol1egé » ' no resppnse we : « T4
;'T;ﬁure ‘v . ' no response

L

*Term Beginning/énd L : , ' .
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY -- English Instructor #4

-0 )
No interview conducted.

GED gx i

n v

-+ r

c .

-4

L) 5 -

|

-+

n

# - hﬁlx‘ -

S _
H L :'I—I-n*rn-‘l: I_L a4 4 4 1 ‘hrs-
.9 2 4 6 8 18 12 7 ‘14 16 13 28

- Usaée distribution o "

- Totals:- 35 students,

" N

*h

>

1
|

|

66 hours. fAverage: 1.9




ID NUMBER English Instructor #5

- L3 .~

Name

*Enrollment

Schedule .
PLATO Use '

Roster

Curriculum ) — .
TL.esson Scurce

Lesson Prev1ew

Y ETsS -

COURSE EVALUATION .

Level of lLessons

Quantity of Lessons

Qualltm of Lessons,¢ - -

. % Lessons Prev1ewed (approx.)

- Sessions Affected by Fallure

Would You Use Your Own Time
: to Improve PLATO Instruction.

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
' First PLATO Contact "
# U of 1 Extension Course -

PLATO Lessons Designed

PLATO Lessons-Progrémmed
Release Time
. Prigr PLATO Use‘
: Sougce of PLATG Training
Yea%s Teachlng . ‘
Years at this Co;lege T

v - Tenure N .F

. *Term beginning/end :

- .. 228

COURSE INFORMATION ' .

some T

ot

200 ‘ - . o x -

GED

22/20
during ¢lass
review and practice, supplement homework
'sélf, asst siﬁp coordinator

self, U of I/gtaff

course catalég, U of I staff

noc

appropriate et e ’
sufficient ‘ .
ggeragg_
23

\\ ,
s \ .

no

fellow instructor

none

none . '
Spring 75 « Fall 75 '

gite coordinator, U of I staff

t 1/2 + ' - .

1 1/2 '

ho
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T o - }
- o ' - ‘ " -‘
‘iNTERVIEW SUMMARY -- English Instructor ¥
No interview conducted. “: . .
4 - )
GED .
}3 .
\5 . 1
3 { : ..
ﬁ - - .
5 ' ' .
RN L
—- e 2 Il-lﬂ_g_nll-‘l!g.n L :nl n.= ln =: i _:_ 1 .: i _:_ i : hrs
B, 2 4. 6 8 18 12 14 16 18 28 .
Usage distribution .
Totals: 26 students, 97 hours. HAverage: 3.7
1.
"
&4
. . .
-, - ' ’ ' »
‘ i #
X ) » ’




ID NUMBER English Instructor #6

‘¢

COURSE INFORMATION -
Name '
*Enroliment
Schedule
PLATO Use
Roster
Curriculum
Lesson Source
sLesson Preview )
_ETS

-’-
Pig
L

COURSE_EVALUATION
. Level oflLessons:
Quantity of Lessons
Quality of Lessons
% Lessons Previewed {approx.)
_Sesbions Affected by Failurg

Would You Use Your Own Time
to Improve PLATO Instruction

il

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
Fi:st'PLATO Contact

U of I Extension Course
PLATO Lessons Designed
PLATO Lessons Programmed
. Relgase Time .
Prior PLATO Use
Source of PLATO Training
Years Teaching
Yaars at this College

- Penure

*Term. beginning/end

1202

f

f

GED

22/24

during class
review and practice
self

self

course catalog

some

E]
no

aﬁﬁropriate‘
more than sufficient
high to Very high

. 0‘ .

0

yes

| +

student interest
.hone 0
0

0

LY

none
Fall 75

asst site coordipator, U of I staff

15
1/2

‘' no
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY -- English Instzuctor #6

r

Fstudents g

v

.

. No. interview conducted.

F. 1y ”” e
@ 2 4 6

8 14

Usage distribution
Totals: 27 students, S5
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ID NUMBER Englibh Instructor #7 T\
COURSE INFORMATION i

- Name GED

*Enrollment ‘ 3t/28

Schedule during class; outside of 'class‘, terminals

. not reserved

PLATC Use - ‘ raview and practice- .

Roster - Belf, asst site coordinator

Curriculum P U of I staff member

Lesgson Source ‘coi:_rse catalog .

Lesson Preview | ‘yes .

ETS : . po

COURSE EVALUATION

Level of Lessons ° appropriate

OQuantity of Lessons sufficient

Quality of Lessons ) _ high

% Lessons Previewed (approx.) 50% .
Sessions pffected by Failure 2 or3d .
Would You Use Your Own Time no

to Improve PLATO Instruction ~

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION

#*

First PLATO Contact fellow instructor
U of I Extension Course . none
PLATO Lessons Designed 0 )
- PLATO Lessons Programmed 0 '
Release Time - ' none ° .
Prior PLATO Use , Spring 75 = Fall 75 .
Sourcé of PLATO Training +asst site coordinator, U of T staff
Yearﬁ,Toaching .- 1 ) ' C
. Years at this College 1 ‘ ,

* Tanure ’ . no

-

' ! ; - o

-

*Term beginning/end

L
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY -- English Instrpetor #7

No interview conducted.

8

d

$

pa _

o+

)]

¥

5 ” . ’
] ¢ |
i 1 _E .[-I:I'I. ! 1 : 1 : |_'l_|.!?.ll-| : 1 = L :hrs
% 2 4 6 8 14 1 14 16 16 2l

Usage distribution L

Totals: 24 stMmlents, 32 hours. ' Average: 1.3
. o L

M
LI

227




ID NUMBER .

COURSE INFORMATION

Name
*Enrollment
. Schedule

.. PLATO Use
| Rostér
Curriculum
Lesson Source
Lesson Preview

ETS

COURSE EVALUATTION

Level of Lessons

Quantity of lessons
Quality of Lessons

Would You Uge Your Own Time

t
INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION .
First PLATC Contact

U of I Extension Course

PLATO Lasson; Dasigned

PLATO Lesisons Programmed

, Release Time

" a Prid® PLATO Use _

. Source of PLATO Training
Years Teaching ’
Years at this College

Tenure

*Tarm beginning/end

| ERIC

IToxt Provided by ERI

* Lessons Previewed (approx.)

Sessions Affected by Failure

206

English Instructor #8

Learniﬁg Lab
ca. 35 (variable)/6

outside of class, terminals resexrved;
outside of class, terminals not
reserved

revie& and‘practice, supplément homework -
self
self
course catalog
same'

no ) N s

.-appropriate
sufficient
high
100% )

‘0 T .

no

to Improve PLATO Instruction

college PLATO staff
none

0

0

none

Fall 74, Fall 75
U of I gtaff )
4

4

yes

248
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY -- English Instructor #8.

General ) - .

While it is not clear why some students like PLATC and others
dislike it, it is clear that different groups use PLATC for different
educational purposes. Adults use it fok guick reference and review of
forgotten skills and information. Younger students use it to acguire
new skills. A

The machinery of PLATO is both a blessing and.a curse. While some
students are fascinated by the terminal and its display, others are
fntimidated by a lack of typing skills. Moreover while PLATO allows
students to work at their own pace on individual materials in privacy,
there is at least for some no transference of analytic skills or the
judgement acquired inte writing. Finally, while PLATO can not becgme
bored or emotional, jt can not replace the spontaneity of class discussion.

In this learning lab section, students could elect to use PLATO aB
one means to.*fulfill their learning contracts. A special program of
Leasons\:as prepared for each student who elected to use PLATO. Each .
student ‘worked without supervision at hig own schedule and at his own
rate on the lessons he agreed to study. Lessons were used differently
by different students; some were assigned as homework, others previewed
¢lass material, while still other lessons were modified to suit the{
special needs of individual students. PLATC materials were used in .

conjunction with formal programmed instruction. :

LeBsons

. The best lessons are those which provide a brief explanatior, drill,
and immediate feedback, and which require repetition and drill. Not all
lessons sBucceed equally well with all students. Three princfbal problems
with lessons recdrred. First, many presume a white cultural background
and antagonize or fail to interest minority studente. Second, many legsons
are too difficult for learning lab students to read. The very lack of
language .gkills that lab attempts to remedy makes the lessons 'inaccessible.
Finally, the test items are frequently more difficult than the examples
in the lessons. » '

Mechanics and ggginiaggation

The instructor managed both his own roéter and his own curriculum.
His students had no evident mechanical problems, loss of time due to
system failure, or unavailability of terminals. Some scheduling problems
did occur but they have been s¢lf-created. The instructor was helped by

‘both Parkland and CERL staff.

‘He has personally become interested in PLATO but is not certain it has
had any effect on his career.

[ -

229
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English Instructor #8 -- continued

Recommendations -

PLATO should continﬁe~in its present direction but improvement in both
content and mechanics of lessons as well as the development of new
. additional lesscns should make PLATO more ugeful than it is now.

instructors should take a more active
lessons should be redesigned with gre
level and culture dof the audiences.
be planned. Finally, terminals shoul
to give students easier access. -

* Learning Lab

L

! 1

Using
part in designing ‘lessons. .Existing
ater attention paid to the reading
Lessons with game approaches should
d be made available in more places

9 T

+ [ -

_§-:

5°F - -

S Y ,

[y

* I .

s £ °

:n i I"l 1 1 i i 1 I ' i i L I i § i

L] L) l- L Li * = L 4 L] i :' 4 _= hrs
2 4 6 g 19 12 14 16 18 " 29

.=

Usage distribution
Totals:.Z students, 1|
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hours. Average: #.5
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ID NUMBER  English Instructor #Y

T

' COURSE INFORMATION -
ﬂame’ - . .
*Enxollment ' '
Schedule
PLATO Usge

Roster f .
Curriculum '
Lesson Source -
Lesson Preview
ETS -

'COURSE EVALUATION - -
Level of Lessons '
“Quantity of Lessons
_ Quality of Legsons l
A Lessons Previewed (approx, ). .
Sessions Affected by Pailure -

Would You Use Your Own Tirie
to Improve PLATO Instruction .

ENSTRUCTOR  INFORMATEON
First PLATO Contact
u of I Extension Course
PLATQ Lessons Designed
PLATO Laszons Programned
Release Time
Prior PLATO Use
Sourcé of PLATO Training

' none

»
209
- -'J . ”
r oy )

T g . *
English Language Skills _ K
14/15 o E )
during class )

replace classwork, review and practice,
supplement homework .

fellow instrqftor

fellow instructor )
fellow iﬁatructor !
yes . : T

) -

Pretests, posttests, attitude murveys

¢ :
" -"'-',".,, ——
.ﬁhPfOPriaéq'ﬂ 5 SO T
' wore than sufficlent ' .. '
| wvery-high Lo e,

508 )

o©

- 0” , . -‘ »
ves, in futurd—if-poEsidYe -

£y

U of I gtaff

0 : o )
. ; | : .
none

Spring 75, Fall 75

self, fellow instruc?or

Ygars Teaching _ 15
Years at this College “
- Penure ' yes !
*Term. beginning/end ’
Lo 23r . . —

X

»t

a¥




INTERVIEW SUMMARY -- Engligh Instructor #9

Genaral
The effect of PLATO on students is !:hus"far undemonstrated. :While !
students seem to like PLATO, there 18 no evidence that they do better as
a result of it; perhaps to the contrary, the control group in 099 ig doing
hetter than the PLATO-lnstructed group. @ ‘ W
PLATO does not create classroom tifie or free. the instructor f£rom a
heavy work load: 1t does change the nature of c¢lassroom time and does
alter the nature-of the work of the instrugtor. v

PI;A'i'O permits the student to work in privacy at his own pace hut it
may not always be available when needed. -Moreovar, greater skill is
required of teacher-authors than has been customarlly gshown.

When 1t 18 working well, PLATO aﬁ:era the role ©of student and teacher.
The teacher becomes a consultant to the student and the student accepts
greater responzibility for establishing his own goals and for pursuing
the means of accomplishing them.

]

Use

PLATO was yged as a ranlacament for scheduled Class times. Assignments
were made in terms of legson content and class conternt and students ware
to work at thelr own paca. Only Sally Wallpce s les8ons were used as was
“her accompanying handbook. Ms. Wallaca's lessons are particularly well
suited to this audience since they were written especially for the 099
course. Lessons by other faculty geemed more difficult and less appropriate
to the course. Genarally those lesscons are bast which exploit the unique
characteristics of PLATO. The “"handbook on a screen" is the least ¥
effective kind of lesson. vt

'ﬂﬁchanics and Administration

Much of the administration of the vourse's PLATO component was
delegated to Sally Wallace to permit the instructor to perform necessary. col-
lage administrative work. Ms. Wallace managed the courss rostar :?i salacted
the lessons and the order in which they wpre to be used. Becausg ‘the PLATO
_requirament was scheduled early, no scheduling difficulties coocurred. No
mechanical problems prevented scheduled use. Perhaps mors effective
scheduling of terminals has had gome harmful side effects. Vacant terminals
may create indiffarence:; greater competition for terminal time might create
correspondingly greater snthusiasm among users.

1

L]

. ¥
Greater support for novice instructors would improve PLATO'S use.’
During PLATO's garly years, some instructors were distouraged from
devaloping PLATO lassons by the indifference, if not outright hostility,
of a few CERL staff members, and the relunttance of faculty to usse PLATO
is still felt as a result of those, first harsh expsriences. Some gtill 4
doubt that ths required support for instructors un!amiliar ﬂ‘ith PLATO would
ba frealy availablas.

'232
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expanding its use.

[instructor.‘

- ﬁccumulated uée.

5 L
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English Instfuctor,ﬂS -- contimied - | .

- - ; ’ * % '

Recommendations.

PLATO can be improved by prondlng new lessons in wrltlpg and psycho-'
linguistics, adding more“examples anrd problems to existlng lessons, and” -

The success rate at answering questions in the lessons

should determine how many and what klnd of additional examples and problqms
the student needs to study.

.
1

Students should be given class credlt for the use of PLATO. Moreover, = *
there is no heed ‘to use PLATO exclu31ve1y aunder the supervision -of an
. A wise alternativé would be to use it much as a library, T .
asg an open resource that.can be querlgd at the student'’s need.’

- . -

-

English Language skills ”; o . . b T ‘ . .

See English Instructor #12 for usage distribution data.
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ID NUMBER  English Instructor #10° ° = g, B
i R ' Sl ™ .
~. .COURSE INFORMATION * @ .- v | »" . I Y iy
T !;Tanie * . ﬁ;’,}',_ . . I__i English,l.a‘nguage skills - ' A Iy .
Smargltaene M CamynTThe  T
* " Schedule . airing elabs . - R
TR PmTé..US; .-' x ‘ Ve : rev:.ew and pract:l.ce o ' e _. e
... Roster - U of Istaff -« - o L )
o ?Eurficulm :b‘q_ g L ‘fellow jnstructor  _* L -
: . Leé;ol%l Souxce ‘ y fe’Ilowr {.nétrpcto:: ta T R
, Lesson Preview o . yes » . . ' . . B
. .. COURSE EVALUATION - . & ° . ' {
-Level of LeSsons no response . ‘ c
" 'Q_ll.l'antity.of Lessons = no response’ : P '
: ‘Qt;a-lity of Lessons no response | . -7
"‘: . ¥ Le&sons Previewed (approx ) no Iresponse . . : . _—
o ) ‘Sessions Affected by Failure. no. response S D I o
* ' tould Yoy Use Your Own Time no response | . -
A to Improve PLATO Instruction - . l _
| 0 o
INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION L l '
) First PLATO Contact -~ = college PLATO staff ’ felllow J.nstructor
U- of I Extension COu}.'se none o ,
PLATO Lessons, Designed . h o . C | o I\
PLATO Lessons Prograrmed 0 ?I
Release Time ‘none ) II‘. .
Prior PL};\TO Use _ - Fall 75 ‘, (
B ' souxce of PLATO Training self, site coordj.nator, fqllow instructor
Years Teaching 8 . . —
Years at this Cé:llege 1 |
i - Tenure ‘ no
0 i
*'ferni‘ beginning/end : ]
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T, > ‘,
) P N

E INFORMATION
Name e

*Enrollment

+Schedule e : T
PLATO Use’ '

 Roster .
Curriculum

. Lesson Source

.Lessan Preview* - !
o ' ' T e '

ETS ; _ ; .

' -
. ’ . ’
K . ey

© COURSE EVALUATION , !

-

Level ofl I.essbps'
_ Quantity of Lessons
Quality of 'Lessons .
A ‘Lessgns Previewed (approx.)
Sessions Affected by Failure
Would YouUse Your Own Time
to Improve PLATO Ins_trqctioh
INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
Pirst PLATé) Contact
U of I Extension Course
PLATO Lgssons Designed
PLATO Lessons Programmed =~
Rseléase Time
Prior PLATO Use
. Source bg PLATO Training -
Y'éars;'l‘eaching' )
Years at this College

Ll

' Penure ,

. " L]
L
"

*Tarm begil:ming/encl .

ID NUMBER - English Instructor #10
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" - ) 2
Composition - 1 (3 sections) T e .
37/ (total 3 sections)

no response

repl'ace c.jlas'swork » review and practice,
supplement homework, extra credit

self, college PLATO staff, U of I staff S

self; 0 of I staff"

‘eourse catalog, fellow instructor, L

-

v of I staff
S50me

no

appropriate -
more than suff :i.c:i..ent
high .

25%

0

yes

college PLATO sta.ff, fellow ipstruci;'.or

none.

v 0

1 *
Ll

none
Fall' 75

self, .site coordinat&r, fellow instructor

8
1

no

fu

-

f

F

-

» 4

-
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. Imnvmw-smmmf -~ English Instructor ¥10
General

* . Serving the same function a;$a ifab, PLATO makea both teachlng and
learnlng eagsier. PLATO ig helpful !? stulents of all abilities by
forcing them to stick to the lesson, reinforcing the material with
. immediate yresponses, and correcg without embarrassment. PLATO frees
classroom t1me for discussion a Y. 2 it;ng by el:minating drill.

Its disadvantaqes are that the mechanlcs of the display may pre-~
occupy the sfudent at the expense of the material. Neithé€r can it
anticipate all the questions that students might ask. Finally, the graphics
of . the display may limit use to one hour at & time. In sum, PLATO can not
replace text or teacher; it can supplement them.

¢ . ' .

-

S5e -
— -
] * - . -«

ot ’ PLATO was used to replace Cclass time in 101, 102, and 099, but 4in dif=~
ferent ways. The 101 class used PLATO twice weekly in one hour segsions; the
102 class ased PLATO once a week in one-and-one-half hour sessions: the

4 099 classg used PLATO once a week for one hour. 701 and 102 classes dis-
cussed PLATO problems and difficulties at, the next class period; 099
students met in class discission after PLATO use. 101 and 102 lessons
were assigned as problem areas arose Oor were anticipated: 099 lessons
‘were chosen ahead of time to correspond to Sally Wallace's 099 Handbook
of Lessons. 101 and 102 used Writing for Occupational Education:? 099 used
Sally. Wallace's handbook. ,

. K . . \ .

Lessons N
Lt . )/ )

-,

Doris Barr's. lessons are best for 101 and 102 classes and Sally
Wallace's are best for 099. Lessons by othPr authors were not usually
“used. LARS was not used since it seemed to be set up inconveniently for
the purposes of classes.

* While the list of lessons is 1mpressiVe, espeC1a11y those in grammar,
many lessons need work. Particularly troublesome is the lack of. restarts
Mih lessons; students are annoyed when, after a mistake or ‘interruption,
they must redo the entire lesson to get to the quiz. Among the particularly
good lessons are the leeson on footnoting and Sally Wallace's lesson on
sentence structure and parts of speech.

Meohanioé and Administration - v

No real technicei problems occurred although there was some difficulty in
scheduling a 1:00 p.m. class. Future problems will be avoided py scheduling
classes 4s early.as possible. Mary Sliger helped get the course started
since the instructor had no previous experience with PLATO at the community
college level. Assistance was always available in the terminal room for -

8

students who needed it. ' ) *

- 236
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English inétguctor #10 -~ continued

The instructor managed her own roster and curriculum with help from
Mary Sliger. The course had no contact with ETS.. .
t . . i . 9 = ) w
The instructor is entﬁg%iastic'in her appraoval of PLATO. ‘ She plans
to use it again and believes it has made her career more enjoyable.

Recommendation . , B : : .

AT+ wlLesson mechanics should be improved and future iessons should be
developed by the using teacher., Textbooks keyed to PLATO should be develcped
for each course. ) ' : T ek .

|

|
English Language Skills PR S -

«w  #students
-

-l-ln } ' }n‘||—|= ||-L=_ 1 -l 1 l_n; — } 1 — lhr‘s
) 2 4 6 B 1 12 14 16 18 20

s Usage distribution
Totals: 11 studertts, 55 hours.. Average: 5.0
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English Instructor #10 -- continued

Cmmoﬂfﬂm-—1

v #students

w  ®students.

¥
t ‘ -
_8 '
pur I e
. P
¥y
ha
5 H _ o _ .
I -ﬂ:ﬂ- ;_”-”t_n- : 1 i :_rl. } X } P — 1 hrs
a4 2 4 6 8 1. 12 . 14 16 18 . 28
Usage distribution o
Totals: 19 studeqts, 73 hours. Average: 3.8
| nn_sﬂll-l: L _} 1__'I_ i : n !. 1 'I i : i : i _=hrs
. 2 4 6 8 1@ 12 14 -16 18 28

Usape distfibution :
Totals: 8 students, 17 hours. Hycragc: 2.1

B

8 18 12 14 16 18 28

‘ :”'I]:rL‘n:' S '- —— ".4} - f hrs
2 4 6

Usage distribution
Totals: 18 students, 33 hours. HAverage: 3.3
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Lesson ‘Source
' Lesson Preview
-ETS

COURSE EVALUATION

* Level of Legsonsl
" Quantity of Lessons..
Quality of Lessons

Sessions Affected by Failure

Would You Use Your Own' Time
to Improvg PLATO Instruction

+ INSTRUCTOR INFORMATTION
First PLATO Contact
‘U of I Extension Course
PLATO Lagssons Designed
PLATO Lessons Programmad
Release Time r

I3

-+ Source of PLATOQ Training .
Years Teaching '
Years at this College

' Tenure

.

*Tarm heginning/end

%’ Lessons Prev;ewed {(approx.)

Prior PLATO Use 3

217 .
'ID NUMBER  English Instructor #11 -
* . '
. ‘ {
T 'COURSE INFORMATION ‘ oL
' '+ Name - ' . ‘_English‘LEhguage Skills;a T ..
S *Enrollment - ’ - 12712~ ' : .
L » Schedule during class
' PLATO Use ) replace clasgwork, review and Practice,
) supplement homework * . .
Roster _ ' : self . A T
Curriculum fellow instrﬁctof

U of T staff, 'fellow instructor
yes T

.

no u

appropriate

less than sufficient
high
100%
0 ' '

no

. college PLATC staff
none' I
0

0

none - .
Fali 73 . . )

U of I staff,.fellow instructor

5 ) _ .

0

" no
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY -- English Instructor #11

General ' . o : . ,
) , J _
The instructor is teaching & remedial course in English and holds a
mixed opinion of the value of PLATO for his students. He is new to both
the schoel and to PLATO, and acknowledges that, with’ greater experience, '
he would plan his ase of PLATO differently.

. PLATO may be useful to all students, but it is especially helpful to )
*  poorly motivated students in need of remedial work and troubled by indi~ -
vidual preoblems == including non-standard dialect and "telegraphic"
styles == for it permits them to work at their own pace on material
designed for .them, For thi¢ student PLATO is a better study aid than
other audio-visual media, workbooks, lectures, class discussion or home-
work. PLATO encourages students to do drill exercises they would other=-
. . wise resist. . . .
PLATO -lessons may, however, be too dogmatic on certain points of
grammar or Style; the instructor especially notes a lesson's insistence
. on distinguishing “"wait for" from "wait on." Moreover, PLATO may create a
- false sense of accomplishment. The ability to recognize error or analyze
styles does not automatically guarantee faeility or fluency in producing
sentences or paragraphs.-

Finally, while PLATO may be better than other forms of mechanical
instruction or classroom work, it may mot be as effective for the remedial .
student as a human tutor, who iS less impersonal and has greater flexibility
in recognizing problems and adapting materials to individual prcblems.

. Use .
_The class met twice weekly for two hours each session. One class each
week was devoted to the use of PLATO. Since only twelve students were
_ enrolled, access to texrminals was not a problem even when terminals mal~
functioned. PLATO lessons were supplemented by lectures and by handouts
distributed to be dond for the next class.

* Lesgong

No commercial text was used. PLATO lessons Were supplemented by ~
100 pages of offset materials handed out in class. Only the PLATO lessons
of a sgirgle author, Sally Wallace, were, used; the supplementary materials
were prepared by the instructor and by .Sally Wallace. Although the
instructor considered using LARS lessons for better students, he felt that
only the lessons of Sally Wallace were reliable enough for use for his °
clags. Some of Wallace's lessons, particularly those on copulative verbs .
and passives, were brilliant.

) The instructor felt that the quality of lessons not by Wallace were
too unreliable to be of value to him. Prominent problems were distracting
programming errors, unnecegsarily complicated explanations, arbitrary and

. ERIC : 240




— English Language Skills ’ '
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English Instructor #11 -- continued

unjustified pfesc;iption, and tests which permitted the student to
continue or stop without indicating why he had succeeded or failed. Most
lessons would be improved by the addition of more.examples and practice

_ problems.

[

Mechanics and Administration .

No serious mechanical problems occurred. The instructor managed the
class roster.and a fellow instructor the curriculum. Other college
faculty and CERL staff provided technical assistance. The course had no
contact with ETS. .

Recommendations

Class should be 1-1/2 to 2 hours long to make best use of PLATO.
should be allotted hoth before and after PLATO to prepare for and discuss
the lesson. If that is not possible, the first hour of a two hour session
should be used to prepare for the PLATO lesson.

Puture leésons Qhuufd be developed by students and faculty jointly.

¥

Time

L]

" C
£t -
5T ‘ .
Jr
<
w L
*r
5 ¢ H .
:nl :I-Iu :ﬁ.ﬂ:”.l’ll‘ i ] i _= i : 1 = Nl ; 1 —¥h\"5
B 2 4 & g 1§ 12 14 16 18  2A :
Usage distribution .
3.4

Totals: 16 ztudent=, 54 hours., Average:
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£
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ID NUMBER English Instructor #12 .

COURSE INFORMATION

Name . * 'English Language ékills rf;, :
*Enrollment 40/20 o ] K
Schedule X during class -

PLATO Use ) xeview and practice, supplement homewqrk
Roster o self ' ' '
) Curriculum ‘ self _
Lesson, Source ' uses own lessons, fellow staff membexs;.
Lesson Preview - . yes : ’ -.%
“ETS - attitude surveyt. '

- Y

COURSE_EVALUATION o

Level of Lessons appropriate , o
Quantity of Lesséns  ° sufficient ’
'Qua-]..ity of Lessons vexry high

i ' '3 Lessons Previewed (approx.) 100%
Sessions Affected by Failure 0
Would You Use Your Own Time . yes .

to Improve PLATO Instructi.ol?

- . _ : ‘ ' : % _ |

" INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION , o

First PLATO Contact ‘_ college PLATO staff

Uof I Exi;ens.{ol:a Course ' _none .

PLATO Lassong Designed 5+

PLATO Lessons Programmed 5+ .

Relgase Time . Fall 72 - Fall 75 (6 hours per term)

Prxioxr PLATO Use Fall 73 - Fall 75

Source of PLATO Training self, site coordinator, U of I ‘ataff

Years Teaching P ‘ .

Years at this College 4 '

' Tenuxe ’ yes .

- » '

*Tarm beaginning/end ' o - -

L] - \
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY 7= English Instructor #12
-t .
General

PLATO helps all students but is invaluable to poor students for it
lets them work at their own speed in privacy and without embarrassment.
Students enjoy using PLATO and enjoying it improves their attitude toward
class. It may even help retain those who would otherwise drop out. ?
Finally, PLATO assumes the tasks of ‘drill and individual instruction
that formerly belonged to the teacher and frees the teacher to do
work which PLATO can not do.

UsSe - - .

PLATO is nsed in one of the instructor's two sections on remedial
English. PLATO replaces lecture and class discussion one period each
week. Usually, PLATO ig used in the last session of the week to recqpitu-
late and culminate the week's work.

The lessons are self-contained and have been written by the instructor.
Used in this way, PLATO ig superior to clasgs lecture, to class drill, and
to tutoring. She envisions no change in the use of PLATO.

‘Lessons: - - .

The ‘instrxuctor authored her own lessons which she uses almost
exclisively. She has spent much time worklng on the style of her lessons
and she feels the studernts like them and respond well to them. She has
prepared'a‘text, Essential English, which is an outgrqwth of the PIATO
lessons to accompany them and to give the students a permanent record
of some material in the lessons. Topics in mechanics |begt suit PLATO,
including lessons in parts of gpeech, punctuation and pfﬁnoun case.
PLATO is not well suited to teaching or evaluating composition. Finally,
some lzssons need revision to debug mechanical problems and %o eliminate

"dullness. The instructor added lessons on bibliography and footnotes to

her own roster of lessons.

Maechanics and Administration - .

With the exception of one thirty minute breakdown, no mechanical
problems were encounteraed and no scheduling problems occurred. Professional
help from CERL and college staff was great; Bob Grandey, Doris Barr,

Bob Yeager, and Jim Kraatz were particularly helpful. The instructor
managed her own curriculum and roster. .

The non-PLATQO section was an ETS control group. She did not use the
pretest and used her own final. The attitude survey was completed early
in the term. The instructor feels that PLATO has had a great impact on
her teaching; it has made ft more efficient and interesting.

243

-

.




222

English- Instructor #12 -—.csntinued

Recommendations

. The use of PLATO in’'substantially the same way should be inoreased
« in achools and colleges. PLATO in the home as a study.aid is desirable .
but not immediately possible. More effort should be spent debugging
lessons and improving their general quality.

-

English Language Skills

¥

v #students

.HJ, Wl e o
6 ' .

g 2 4 8 18 12 14 16 ~ 18 28

Usage distribution
Totals: 42 students, 120 hours. fiverage: 2.9
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- ID NUMBER English Instructor #13

i

COURSE INFORMATION
IR Name
*Enrollment -
"Schedule

PLATO Use
Rogter
Curriculum

Legson Source -

Lasgon Preview
ETS

COURSE EVALUATION ‘

Level of Lessons
ot Quantity of Lessons
‘ CQuality of Lésaona
A Lessons Previewed (apbrox.)
Seasions Affected by Failure

Would You Usie Your Own Tinme
to Improve- PLATO Instruction

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
Firast PLATO Contact
Uof I Exteniion Course
PLATO Lasscns -Designed
PLATO Lessons Programmed
 Release Time
Prior PLATO Use
Source of PLATO Training

Years Taachiné
Years at this College

Tenure

L2

*Paym beginning/end

L]
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English Language Skills
10/ *

LN

during class; outside of class, terminals
not regerved -

replace classwork, review and practice
no response ‘ ,
no response

fellow instructor

yes

ne

no response

no response
ne response
no response - ;
no responscw o

no rasponse

fellow instructor

none

0 “ »
0

none

Fall 75

gelf

11

yes - .
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY -- English Instructor #13 -.
4 - Ganeral
Becauae students in English 099 like the mec;;RIas-a!'PLATO and the

senge of powsr over *the machine that,PLATO produces, they showed greater
interest in the class. There is, however, no evidence that PLATO affected
their performance greatly. Carry-over from PLATO to other work seems .
slim; students could successfully complete PIATO lessons but fail class . .
" room quizzes on subject® structured similarly to the PLATO material. .

PIATO does decrease the contact between the instructor and the student;"
ip "giving one's job up to the machine,” the instructor diminishes his
opportunity to learn immediately what problems trouble student8. This
problem 18 nodt so‘great as to prevent this instructor from using PLATO in
the future. Scheduling the use of terminals may create problems that
may limit PLATO's effectiveness.

PIATC 1s better than audio-visuals, which do naqt engaga the student's
attention; workbooks, which they do not likej homework; and, in apite of

¢ its impermanance and non-portability, probably lactures for 99 i%thnta.
It i3 equal to a classroom lecture, although a, tutor may be supariol.
PLATO can nct‘pmcvide the person-to-person contact that is neceasarv“and ¢
. only a teachar can provida. - .

. . W ’

Use and Lessons ‘ S

PLATO wag used both to replace class time and ¢o.supplament tha clasgs-
room work. PLATO lessons were used to introduce matsrial, although in the
future it will be used more for review and practice. A fifteen to thirty
minute intrcduction to the lesson in class. improves parfcrmance on PLATO.

Sally Wallace g 099 1essons wera used. The accompanying handbook
wag used two £0 three timee ln class but was not otherwise ussd. Not all
the avallable 099 lessone were used; lessons wera chosen to fit the syllabus
c¢losely and to address racognized student problems. All of Wallace's
‘laasons ara comparable in quality, although the lessons on verbs are
e particularly good. Soima lessons might profit from the dalation of en
occasional confusing axampls. The learning 1.vn1 of tha lassona was right
for the students batauss the lassond wara designed particularly for this

.course. , )
. b

Toplce which suit PLATO best ara those ;hich can bae‘prasentad as a

) well organized body of material. Background grammar lessons sesm particu-
larly wall sulted to PLATO and those ayallable .were helpful.
r -
Machanics and Administration -

L]

A faew mechanical problams'aroso but wara not 0 inconvenient as to ais-
courage PILATO's use. Tha instructor did not schedule alternate activities .
for PLATO interruptions or faildres. Some fcheduling conflicts ware
ragolved by Bob Grandey. Grandey also astablishsed the initial course

-
Ld
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__ﬂBqliah Instructor #13 -~ continued . o e

‘teacher would like to see rmore well structured bodies of mater1a1 pre-.

- Efiglish Language Skills .° .

-:El . L~ 7 .
+ - . . B ;
0 * .
e - z y .
'3 -~ [ ! ’ ._‘
. o . o
#* T .
“ﬁm‘ } o . . L N .,
nﬂ e
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2 , 6 - 8 18 12 147 16 18 2@
a e . -
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-
roster; the instructor added additional students when necessary. The instruc-
tor used the léssons available and took no active part in managlng the R
curriculum. . . & ‘ L

q . 13 -t . .

The cppise had no ETS contact. - . A

kédommendatibns . . ) ' -

R

If PIhEO can demonstrgte that it produées signlflcant results, the

pared. Sheé wbuld herself consider deSLgning-"series of 1essons on
flgurative language for literature students, includlng lessona on metaphor
and s;mile, and on paragraphlng. * . T ; _ .

~»

A 1 B ’ (Y

Usage distribution . L _ o
Totals:. 38 students, 73 hours. Average: 1.9
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ID NUMBER |
|

COURSE INFGJRMATION

L

_ [Kc

*Pexrm beginning/end

-

1226

K3

Erglish Instructor #14 i

248

..

Name !!"' . \ . Epglish lLanguage Skills o,
*Enroliment © 8/8 | !
Scheduiei:" » during class E
PMTO,US? . replace classwork, review and practice,
: i supplement humeworkﬁp" i
Roster | v self 'I
Curricu1+m - ~ fellow instructor {
' Lesson Séurée 3 -fgilow instructor \a ,
Lesson Pfeview‘ _ ’ yes - : 2 ‘
5 |
COURSE EVALUATION |
Level of [Lessons appropriate ﬂ
Quanfity.of.Lessons sufficient - 1
Ouality of "Lessons high i
‘_% Lessoﬁs.Préviewed {approx.) 508 - . ;
Sessions Affacted by Eailure 0 i )
Would You Use Your Own Time no
to Improve I:LATO"Instruction . Yo
i 'a ‘
INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION ' i
First PLATO Contact fellow ihstrpcfor E )
U of i Extension Course none E
- PLATO Lessons Designed 0~ ’ -
PLATO Le?soné‘PFograNMad 0 )
Release Time . none . .
aPrzor PLATO Use - Fall 75 <t
Séurce of PLATO Traln1ng self, site coordinafor, fellow instructor
- Years Teachxng ‘6' --_ \ _
Years at this College 1/2 2
‘Tenure ‘ no N
. L 3
. * -® . .
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY -- English Instructor $14

No interview conducted.

English Language Skills

-‘ o 249

0 )
oy
c
¢
X
o
. v b
)
#*
5
l-l_ljﬂn 4 .I"I;ﬂ;. L } Wl ,n.. }
) 2 4 6 g 19 12 14 16 18
Usage distribution .
Totals: 9 students, 5% hours., Average: 6.1
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~ ID NUMBER

COURSE INFORMATION

Name )
*Enxol lment
Schedule
PLATO Use.
Rngterj’
Curriculum
Lesson ;Source

Lesson Preview

S ETS

- COURSE EVALUATION

ievei @f lLessons

Quantity of Lessons

Quality of Lessons

L .

English Instructor #15

extra credit

_high

s lessons Previewed (approx.)

Sessions Affected by Failure

.ﬁould You Use Your Own Time °
to Impkove PLATO Instruction

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION

‘First PLATO Contact

U qf L Extension Course

" .PLATO Lessons Designed

PLATO Lessons Programmed

Reléaze Time
Prior PLATO Use

"~ Source of PLATO Training

Years Teaching

Years at this éolléée

' Tenure

.O . . . ‘
.0 ' - )

228 . o : S -

.

English- Language Skills (2 sections)
24/16 ' .

N ’ ¢
outside of class, terminals not reserved

self

U of I staff

U of I staff

yes _ R

no

spprOPriate
more than sufficient

50%
0
yes

college PLATO staff -

none

non;
Spring 74 - Fall 75

site coordinator, asst site coordinator
4 . ‘
, ,

-

no
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY -- English Instructor #15
No interview conducted.

11

Englith Language skills

ﬂ-
B
T
)
I
1)
*
.n.'n;n.”:l_l.n:%j_tn% .n: ‘1._! 1 : i = i !nl_ihrs
g 2 4. 6 8 15 12 14 16 18 28
Usage distribution
Totals: 21 students, 87 hours. Average: 4.1
"
+ «
g
.j L
+
0
*
- S
'H.”;nnn:n.nl i ! i .:‘. 'l A ;_ i _: L |r 'n_ :‘hrs
8 2 .4 6 8 15 12 M 16 18 "-28
Usage diatf?bution ) -

Totals: 18 students, 33 hours. ﬂveﬁage: 1.8




ID WUMBER English Instructor #16

COURSE INPORMATION
Name ! '
*Enrollment
Schedule
PLATO Use
Roster

[

Curriculuym
Lesson Source

" Lesson Preview -

ETS pretests, posttests, attitude surveys
COURSE EVALUATION ¢

Level of Lessons i no response

Cuantity of Lessons no response

Quality of lessons no response

% Lessons Previewed (approx.) no response

Seasions Affected by Failure . O response

Would You Use Youf Own Time no r%spouae . .

to Improve PLATO Instruction

- .

INSTRUCTOR INPORMATION
First PLATO Contact

U of I Extension Course
PLATQ Lessons Designed
_PLATO Lessons Programmed
Release Time
Prior PLATO Use
Source 'of PLATO Trdlning
Years Teaching
" Years ﬁt this College

‘Tenure

*Term beginning/end

s
-‘J- ) > _-.,' M ’
230 ",r“ -
. . P
English Language Skills
23/ -
during class, as available ' .

review and practice

self; ass? site coordinator
self

course catalog

some *

U of I staff

Spring 75, Jordan, intro
1

0 o .

none -~

Fall 75

credit course, self, U of I staff
11 < ' '
3 .

yes

‘952
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY -- English Instructor #16
General . . . : .

f

It'is too soon to tell the effect of PLATO, on student achievement,
although better students have completed more work on PLATC than have slower
students. Most students appear to like PLATC, for attendance is better on,
PLATO days. Most feel that it is something extra in their educatior, a
bédtter technique. One student, however, found it hard to sign ony
PLATO's great strength is that it provides jindividualization of instruction
and pace for each gtudent. Its disadvantage is that it provides less feed-
back to the instructor who may have dlfflculty ‘keeping track of where each
student is.

PLATC is better than audic-visual aids, drill, programmed learning,
and tutorsg. It ranks lower in. comparison t0 almost all other media.

[}
-

Use and Lassons -

Y

PLATO was used during classtime for review and practice in this class

" in English 100. It was recommended to students that they use it as needed

and as terminals were available on their own.

The course used Functional English for Writers, a workbook~text. PLATO
lesszons were selected from the on-line index to conform to the syllabus and
the presentation of the text. . .

Topice in grammar are best for PLATO including sentence fragments,
ruh-on sentences, internal punctuation, subject-verb agreement, spelling,
usage, and plurals. .though the instructor has not reviewed all lessons,
those which provide pérsonal reference, that is, the name of the student,
and good visual presentation and movement are best. Lessons on the use of
the comma and upon identifying direct objects were also identified as
particularly good. Lessons in grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation
also most easily fit the syllabus of the course. For this particular class
reading skills required in some lesszonz challenged the class, which was

. composed of many students who do not read well or-fvllow instructions.

In the future, more branches of the City Colleges of Chicago English
departments should participate in laazo‘n development. New lessons in
sentence patterns and in adjsctive-adverb-noun clauses should be added.

Mechanics and- Administration

The only mechanical problem was the occasional malfunction of a single
terminal and there were no @schaduling difficulties; in fact, the instructor
had to cancel a PLATO session to uge the tima for classroom work on sentance -
patterns. - ’

‘ B
The instructor managded the curriculum and roster of the class and
received general help in the use of PLATO from Jim Williamson and Errol
Magidsons . 4 .
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English Instructor #16 -- continued] i S— R
th ETS.

The course had no contact wi

PLATO is an available teachinglaid with which the instructor feels ' .

comflortable; he hopes that its.general effect is beneficial and that -
students and teachers are less intimidated by it in the future.

3

-
-

English Language Skills

"

v #students

I3

|n..n:n.n=”.”=|_-‘.ﬂj_- .ri:lrh s
4 6

4 2

-

1 hre
8 1B 12 14 16 18 28

Usage distribution
Totals: 22 students,'}12 hours. FAverage: 5.1
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ID NUMBER  English Instructor .#17

COURSE INFORMATION
, Name
,*Enroilqent

Schedule
PLATO Use

Roster

Curriculum

Lesson Source

Lesgon Preview
. ET8

COURSE. EVALUATION
Level of Laegsons
guantity of Lessons
Quality of Lessons
% Lessons Previewed (approx;)
Sessions Affected by Failure

~ Would You Use Your Own Time
to Improve PLATO Instruction

INS. R INFORMATION
First PLATO 'Contact

U of I Extension Course
PLATO Lassons Dssigned
PLATO Lessons Programmed
Release Time *

Prior PLATO Use

Source of PLATO Training
Years Teaching

Years at this College

‘Tenure

*Term beginning/end

233

English Language Skilléf
24/23 '
during class o
review and practice, supplement homework -
self, site cbor&inator'

site coordinator

course aatalog, college PLATO staff

. *

-

no

pretests, postiests, attitude surveys

-

too easy to easy

more than sufficient "
average to high .

0

2

no

college PLATO staff

none '

0

0

none : .

Fall 74 - Fall 75
site gcoordinator

~ no responge

5

yes -
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- Ib NUMBER . English Inst.:.:uctor #17
' COURSE INFORMATION
Nam;- ) ) - ' Composition - 1
*Enrollment i - 23/
Schedule - - d;.l.ring'class .
PLATO Use ‘ review and practice, .:supplenient homework
Roster self, site c'oordinator
Curriculum L site coordinator
Lasson Source course catalog, college PLATO staff ‘
Lesson Preview , m; ,
) _ETS ) Pretests, posttests, attitude sbrvays .

COURSE EVALUATION ; Y
Level of Lessons easy * i
Quantity of Lassons more than sufficient .
Quality of Lessons - . average ’
% Lessons Previawed (approx.) o |
Sessions Affected by Failure 0 o . | ]
Would You (Jse Your Own Time no .

, to Improve PLATO Instruction”

INSTRUCTQR INFORMATTON :

' Pirst PLATO Contact college PLATO staff
U of I Extension Course none .o B

. PLATO Lessons Designed 0 ) ]
PLATO Lessons Programmed 0 .

" Release Time 7 . . none r

" prior PLATO Use - Fall 74 = Fall 7% 2
Source of PLATO “Praining *  site coordinator S ‘

~ Years Teaching no response ‘
T Years at this Collgge : 5 .
’ - Tenure " yes

*Parm beginning/end

N\
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY == Engiish instructor.#17

Genergl ) . .

Most students are enthQSLastic users of PLATO, although in this course
those students who had already comprehended the material on mechanics and
parts of speechliked PLATO instruction the least. Those students may find
PLATO too easy and may prefer the challenge of workbooks. Those same
capable students, however, performed best on PLATO, although two or three
other conscientious students did equally well. Students without much
knowledge-of grammar liked PLATO; some admittedly showeq no’ progress, but
the same students were unable to work effectively from & text. PLATO can
provide an alternate and, frequently, simpler presentation of the teacher's
materials in addition to providing reinforcement and encouraging drill.

For its purposes, PLATO.is better than workbooks or programmed learning:?
its effectiveness is equal to-other forms of media. In sum, PLATO is
useful but it is not a panacea for the teacher's problems. Some students
8till do not know the parts of speech even after three or fouxr weeks of
PLATO instruction.

Use and Lessons

PLATO wasg used during classtime for review and practice and to supple-
ment homework in English 100 and English 101. Its use seems satisfactoxy
and would not be changed in future sections of the same courses.

The class in English 100 used Functional qullsh.for Writers for ‘their
text: 101 students used Harbrace Handbook; seventh edition; supplemented by
worksheets. PLATO lessons were selected to match the syllabi of the courses.
The instructor determined the topic she wanted to use on PLATO and Jim
Williamson ‘selected the appropriate lessons. Topics which best suit PLATO
are basic conceptss The best lessons available are those on paragraphing,
kinds of sentences, and paragraphs and clauses. Most of the available
lessons seemed to use PLATQ's unique characteristics wsll. Although
individual lessons could not be named, many of the PLATO lessons seemed too
simple for the class.

In the future, teachers who use PLAﬁO regularly should suggesgt improve-

ments in the lessons through the various course committeess: teachers should
actively participate in the design of lessons. Lasgons should be daveloped
for expository writing, including lessons on thesis sentences and the
organization of longer papers. ’

Mechanics and Administration

Two or three system crashes interrupted the clasges’ work although
the students remained in the carrels. Only one failure caused the dismissal
of the class five minutes ear;y. Scheduling the classes was not a problem.

-

Jim Williamson managed the roster for the classes and selected the
PLATO lessong which matched the course syllabi and the ngeds of the classes
as established by the instructore Errol Magidson, Jim Williamson, and
Sanord Rush helped solve general problems with PLATO.
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u #¥students

s - 236 .

English Instructor #17 -- continued > j
only the ETS pretest was giveﬁ.

Theoretically at least, PLATO should make the teacher's job easier,
but in practice it doez not seem tc make much difference. It has had
little implact on this instructor’s classroom teaching and none upon her
career.

English Language Skills

: z“'T]:n-[]:H'{]:n'f1i”: : ) — ; | hrs

Y 2 4 6 8 18- 12 14 16 18 2@

Usage distribution _ ‘ .
Totals: 23 students, 137 hours. Average: 6.8

-

Composition - 1

i #students

.H'ITEH'[i#n'[IIH'[‘Ih' R T -'é hrs
g8 2. 4 6 8 !

15 12 14 16 18 28

Uﬁage distribution .
Totals: 26 stfudents, 120 hours. Average: 4.6
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ID NUMBER  English Instructor #18 * -

/ COURSE INFORMATION A '
ame _ : " English language Skills
*tﬁrollmént. . - " 27/16 :
. Schedule a -7 §drih§ class . . _ ’
PLATO Use ' - replace clasgwo:ﬁ,lreview.aﬁa'practice,
: ' supplement homework .
Roster self ' ' oo
Curriculum . . -‘ self S . et
Lesson Source course catalog e
Lesson Preview ) ‘some - :
ETS . no ]
COURSE EVALUATION ’ - e ‘
Level of Lessons '- | aphropriate - ' , .
Quantity of Lessons more than sufficieqt | e
Quality of Lessons - high S .
% Lessons Previé?ad (aﬁprox.) 50% . S ;: L |
Sessions Affected by Failure 1
* Would You Use Your Own Time ' yes Coa : .

to Improve PLATO Instruction i -

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION

First PLATO Contact college PLATO staff
U of I Extension Course ~ Spring 75, Jordan, intro . .
PLATO Lessons Designed 0 - _ _ '
PLATO Lessons Programmed . 0

, Release Time | *none
Prior PLATO Useé Fall 75 ‘ :
Source of PLATO Training credit course, U of I staff, site

coordinator, asst site aoordinator

Years Teaching . 4 !
Years at this College 2 .
Tanuqe no

*Tarm beginning/end

‘ _ 259. .




General ’ - .

' progress more Slowly since those having difficulty have to repeat legsons e

"difficulties of typing hamper some students.

- 238 . ' :

¢ B . - - 1

INTERVIEW SUMMARY -- ‘English Instructor #18

LY Ll

PLATO 1s useful but not without its‘difficultiea as a teaching aid.
Students seem to recognize.a need for the kind of imstriction PLATO providgs 4
and participation is heavy, but alower students like it less and many com~-
plain they get nothing cut of a PLATO lesson. The PLATO class tends to

and becauge use of PLATO causes-one day per week to be lost from normal

clags instruction. Moreover, the instructor had some difficulties aeeing

the pertingnce of PLATO instruction to' work in the classroom. PLATO can - o
take over the teacher's work load of review and drill,and therefore freas i
the instructor for other work. Unfortunately, there are not enough terminals

for all students in all classes. Additionally, some bad lessons and the

PLATO 13 a batter gid than workhooks, texts, programmed learning, or
tutors. It°is not as s@ccessful as homework, class drill, or clasgs dis-
cussion. It is approximately equal to audio-viauala and laboratory. . '

Use and Lessons ‘ o - y

PIATO wag used in an Engliéh 106 claai to replace ln-clasa review and
practice and to aupplament homework. Classtime was scheduled for PLATO
use. ‘ - ’

-
't

The class used the text Functional English for Writexs, Form B.
Appropriata legsons were aelected from the on-line index.

“Topics in spellind and: descriptive grammar f£it PLATO; literature does
not. The instructor found no available lassons particularly distinguished, .
but found that the spelling lessons particularly well-guited the syllabus
of his courge. Tha LARS léssons all geemed to exploit PLATO's capabilities
well. The lesson requiring students to unscramble words to form sentences .
was too hard for his clags. More reading’leaaonl need to be designed and
lessons, need to provide more branching for stud§nta at the lowest lsvel of
accomplishment. In the future when problemsariss, teachers in the particular
disciplines lhould design the lessons for thoss problems.

Mechanics and Adminiltration 4

L] 1 -

Neither mechanical nor gcheduling problems occurred, but some students °
who wanted, to use PLATO outside of class on aun as~availabls basis found some
difficulty in obtaining a terminal. Jim Williamson entered the initial
student-roster and the instructor added others. Th& instructor managed .
the curriculum himsglfﬁ ) . d ¢ :

There wal_no.ETs contact. | .

PLATO serves-as a conatant reminfar of the continuing progrsss in
pedagogical msthods. It will not replaca teachars but it may encourage
them to spend more time studying newer mathods.

260 | - L
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English Instructor #18 -- continued . ) h L
- English Language skills ) , A
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ID NUMBER  English Instructqr #19

'COURSE INFORMATION .
- Name ' .
*Enrollment
Seheduld

‘PLATO‘Uge ;

Rostgr
Curriculum
Lesson Source.
Lesson Preview
ETS

COURSE EVALUATION -

Level of Lessons
Quantity of Lessons
- Quality of Lessons
% Lessons Previewed (approx.)},
Sessions Affected by Failure

. Would You Use Your Own Time
to Improve PLATG Instruction

- .

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
First PLATO. Gontact

U of I Extension Cqurse
PLATO Lessons Designed
PLATO Lessons Prog:amméd
Release Time L
Prior PLATO Use

_Source of PLATO Tfainihg:
Years Teaching

Years at this College

‘Tenure

4.

*Tarm beginniﬂg/énd

L3

T

21718

. - -
more than sufficient

-

o

< -u\ '
English Language Skills -
i
.during class, as &vailablg- o -

replace classwork, review and practice,
supplement homework '

asst site coordinator
self

-
-

course catalog

some

pretests, posttests, attitude surveys .

appropriate

£

average
25%

college PLATO staff
_ none
v
9
nene

Fall 73 ~Fall 75

siée'coordinator, U of I staff
6 .
2 1/2

yes




- X -
241, , ‘
' INTERVIEW SUMMARY --'English Instructor #19 ' - el

Eﬂgﬁi}sh Language Skills o . ) s ‘.-'
% .
t.

Ll

e

3‘.

:/

*

5 .
i , e M Diaty -} : hrs
8. 2z .47 .6 "8 18 12" 14 16 48 . 28] -

e Usage distribution S AR '

Totals: 28 students, 274 hours. Average: 918

b : .0, ‘-. \- . - "

; C : y
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w * '
* LI | ~ ‘, -

l -

. * “ t o' 3} ! )
'._ , . . ' - . e
. b 7.
- . K ol
* i . .
. e

NO{,‘interyiew conducted. : ’ - o
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. ID NUMBER
_—

COURSE INFORMATION

Bame

*E"_'.r°111;!8nt :

_ Schedule ‘
PLAT® Use
Curriculum
Lesson Source .
Lesson Preview| ° o

ETS * ‘L.

OURSE EVALUATTI

Would You Us% Your Cwn. Tme»
to Improve'. PI#R

¥

[

1 Years Teacl:i -
Years at this College

Tenure

.~ *Perm beginning/end

F ]

v .
e ey s migmn s B

- English./ InSmcﬁr ..-_.-_.__ _

-

Instruct:l.on )

264 . P

54/583 (total 3 sections)

s $ '

during class

replace class, Leview and practice
-asst site coord:l.nator

self, ﬂ of I st.aff

course catalog

a LS

yes : . )
pretest,s',' posttests, Iattitudc surveys

. * +
-“:enppmpr iate
more than sufficient
. high
100%

2 or 3 (total 3 sections}

yes

U of I staff T,
Spring 75, Jordan, intro
S5+ f

Spring 74, Summer 74
“ﬁrall 74 - Fall 75

cregit course, site coordinator asst
site coordinator, U of I staff

-

- 20 -
20

yes : : -
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY -- English Instructor #20
General . S :
It is too soon 4® estimate the efféct of PLATO on achievement but

- minority students did not appear to do as well with PIATO as others,, -, -
. although the sample size was too small to be reliable. . PLATO seem# to -. - ®
* be better for students of average and superior ability but, 'irrespective

of -ability, . students seem to like  it. PLATO offers drill and practice in

an unobjectionable ways the student does not fear making a mistake for

there is no shame attached to failure.’ Thefiouter, hovever, causes

problems for some; if a student becomes stuck on a problem there is no

way to help him out. PIATO is .a better mediom than workquks, audio~-

visuals, class drill, programmed learning, or discussion. It may be the

- equal of a tutor but it is 1e§s satisfactory than 1ectures, textbook,; or
homework.

!

SR Use and Lessons
PLATO was used during classtime tc replace some classroom instruction
and for review and practice. The instructor would not change thlie use of
PLATO, although she might expand her usage if more lessons in greater :
variety were "available. . . ‘ S\

-
.

The texts for the course were Locke's Guide to Effective Studys AN
. the American Heritage Dictionary, and several programmed: exercises in - \\\
. rhetoric.' Students-also uged the LARS router and PLATO lessons selected
from the prlnted catalog to fit the syllabus of the course.” )

‘e . . 'Topliecs in mechanlcs are best suited to PLATO, 1noludin§\pransitinns, ' *

summaries, and matchirgl details with topic sentences._ The instructor

,identified the lesson.on quotations by ‘Barr and Thomipson as partacularly

GOOd as well as the lesson on subordinate clause siructure. Barr's

animated lessons are particularly ‘good because they hold class interest.

PLATO's unique capabilities are best displayed in Barr's animated lessons,

“in the instructor's own lesson on quotatiQns, and in the lesson on subject-

verb agreement. Iessons in mechanics, sentence structure, and punctuation

best fit the instructor's syllabus. The instructor especially singled out

the spelling lessons as urnthelpful. A .
In the future, lesgsons should be developed under the super¥ision of a

committee of interested teachers who can oversee suggestions and work-in- -

Progress to keep out the idiosyncratic in place of universal appeal. ;-

Additional lessons should-be prepared on the distinction between Quotations . !

and italicizations, on transitions, and on vocabulary items that stress ' *

pPresént formation of words rather than etmological origins. The router

should be improved to let students repeat material on which they need

. ' additidnal practice. Moreover, some lessons. should be improved with better
. directions on each frame.

f..--tl' . i ' B ' . .




' 'ERglish Instructor #20'-- continued

l

. ~

) v
Mechanics” and Administration

‘There were few mechanical problems this semester in\co'ntrasi':‘ to ﬁre- .
vious terms. Most difficulties this term were caused by terminal maintenance. v
There was no ‘total system failure.. No Schedul:l.ng' problems arose. - T

] hm Meers managed the class roster but‘ the instructor is capable of o
doing so. Meers and Richard Neapolitan provided assistance with PLATO. .

. ETS tests and attitude survey were given and provoked more favotable
regponse from students than was expected

PLATO will not revolutionize the academic world. It will not replace
teachers, although it may affect tutoring. It has enabled her to avoid the
unenjoyable work of grammar and the necessary drill in class. On the whole,

. PLATO has made her feel more professional.

- -

, English Language Skills \/

2
o :
¥ .
. g,
lﬂ .
#*
: A
. 'nnn:D_. _}”- :”.ﬂ:l‘l.rl: .n: - PR Ly 4 hrs
g 2 4 6 8 14 12 14 16 18 4|
Usage distribution o ) : -~

Totals: 22 students, 198 hours. Average: 4.9
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) Usage distribution .
o . . Totals: 23 students, 129 hours. Average: 5.6
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English Instructor #20--- continued , v
English Language Skills ° )
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Usage distribution -
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ID NUMBER \English Instructor

COURSE INFORMATION

Name
*Enrollment
Schedple

- ‘PLATO Use

Roster
Curriculum
Lesson Sougce
Le;;on Preview

ETS \ *

COURSE EVALUATION

Level of Lessons
‘Quaﬁtity of lLessons
-Quality of Lessons

#21

2

% Lessons Previewed (apprax.f

Sessions Affected by Failure

Would You Use Your Own Time

*Tarm beginning/end

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION

First PLATO Contact
U of .I Extension Course
PLATO Lessons Designed

~ to Improve PIATO Instruction

PLATO Lessons Programmed

Release Time -

Prior PLATO Use

Source of PLATO Training

Years ching
. Years at this College

Tanure

.o

268

246 - .

" . /'

Engli ‘ Language Skills {2 sections)
48/38¥(total 2 sections) -
during class

replace classwork

gself

self

UDof I staff

yes

pretests, posttests, attitude surveys

~ | ' .
appropriate- - : ’
more than sufficiepta”

average -

100% _
2 (total 2 aect;ons)

yas

\R\\\
college PLATO staff A
spring 75, Jordan, intro
1.

0

spring 75

spring 75, Fall 75

credit course, site coordinator,-fellow
instructor

20
11

yas




’ 247

INTERVIEW SUMMARY =-- English Instructor $21
General

PLATO is not clearly more effective for slower Students, but it is an
N important motivational aid and-sharper students seem to move faster on PLATO.
There seems to be no correlation bBetween ability groups and attitude toward
PLATO. A crosg section of students seéem to like it and there is better
attendance at PLATO sessions than at non-PLATO sesgsions. 1TIn all, students
gseem to like class more when they are able to use PLATO,
PLATO's greatest strength is as an alternate form of education which
_provides motivation. Its greatest weakness is.that mechanical failure or
defaective programming may waste valuable time. Praesent problems in the
English router exacerbate this latter difficulty. PLATO is inferior only
ta- tutors and laboratorys it ranks higher than almost all other alternate
forms of instruction, including text, :lecture, and class discussion.

Use_and Lessons

F
—— -

PLATO was used during classtime to replace traditional classroom
instruction and no change is contemplﬁféd in the future, although the -
instructor might not use the router.

In addition to PLATO, the course required Harbrace Handbook and dittoed
-handouts. As noted, the basic curriculum is provided by the LARS router,
although in the future the instructor might pick the lessons herself. .

Topics in mechanics are best for diagnostic and supplementary instruc-
tion. Scme parts of Doris Barr's lessons were singled out as particularly
good and the lesson on paragraph organization made the students think.

Lessons on sentence structure seemed to use PLATO's characteristics to

Coe best advantage. Topics in mechanics, bibliography, footnotes, and logic

’ best fit the instructor's syllabus. Comments on learning level were restricted

to an evaluation of the router. Some of its materials are too easy and Some
too long or difficult. Some students bacame hopelessly lost, spending as
much as two weeks orn simple'materials. ‘Specifically in point, it is too
much to expect students to get fifty items right on plurals 'or possessives
before they can move on,

”‘,a» In the future, new materials should be developed in response to student
needs with the assistance and advice of the PLATO English Editorial Board..
- New lessons on paragraph development should be written, especially a lesson
- asking students teo:identify and isclaté the concrete details within a
.paragraph. New and existing lessons should be subiected to oonstant review
to delete marginally important material.

-

Machanics and Administration

Terminal malfunction and maintenance remained a problem this term but
were not as bad as prior semesteri. Either mechanical or programming‘
failure ©f the LARS router subjected students to the same lessons over and
over aga;n. One total failure of the system, twenty minutes before the end

269
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English Instructor #21 7* continued

of the perlod, occurred but alternate class materials were substituted.
No scheduling problems arose. :

The instructor has taken an extension course in PLATO in Spring 1975,
and she managed her own curriculum and roster. Tom Lenehen, Jim Wllliamson,
and Al Meers provided assistance in the use of PLATO. .

L]

ETS pretests, posttests, and attitude surveys were giyen. The obJectlve
stests are fairly good in some.areas, although perhaps too difficult.

As an auxiliary tool, PLATO will not replace the teacher. In this
- - course, it has obliged the ifstructor td move more slowly in class and
to think in smaller units of material to be covered. Experience and compe-
tence in the use of PLATO may have resulted in the instructor's teaching
more remedial courses than she might otherwise have. o -

\English Language Skills

.9 ,
-+
o
Lg .
- 3 5 '
-+
'}
¥*
Y | H
o o ST B x fl H [I n.r1 ﬂ 4 e o b
B 2 14 16 18 29 .
B Usage distribution
Totals: 27 students, 179 hiurs. rAverage: 6.6
o '
+ S
3 :
-'_' -
i
¥*
5 [I »
|.n=”‘ﬂ=”.”}nl”= ln%El.I'I! i : i : i : "lhr‘S
g 2 T4 6 8 19 12 14 16 18 28

f

Usage distribution _
Totals: 25 students, 139 hours. PAverage: 5.6
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ID NUMBER English Instructor #22

COURSE INFORMATION

Name .

*Enrollment . .
Schedule . . .

PLATO Use
Roster
Curritulum
Lesson Source
Lesson Preview
‘ETS

COURSE EVALUATION '
Level of Lessons
Quantity of Lessons
Quality of Lessons
% Lessons Previewed (approx.)
Seasions Affected by Failure

Would You Use Your Own Time
to Improve PLATO Instruction

-
-

v INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
Firs§<PLATO Contact

U of I Extension Course -
PLATO Lessons Designed
PLATO Lessons Programmed

v Release Time
Arior PLATO Use
Source of PLATO Training

Years Teaching
. k]
Yaars at this Collaga

Teﬁure v

*Taym beginning/end

249

B

Englisﬁ for Foreign Students
10/10

‘during class; outside.of class, terminals

not reserved
replace classwork, replace homework

gelf v *

-

" self, U of X staff

course catalog ) "

. YBS . '

" Nno

appropriate

'suﬂj.c ient .

high
100%

* 1 - v L3

no -

-

fellow instructor

none
0
0
none
Fall

site
U of

75

coordinator, asst gite coordinator,
I staff

yag - o
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY -- English Instructor #¥22

G al ,
General N ‘ i

PLATO is an effective medium for. English as a Second. Langudge instruc-
tion, even for those who do not understand English well., students seemed '

¢ to like it better, perhaps because it is less tedious and becausSe it offers
no criticism which might be harsh or discouraging. The more able the student, ,
the better he responds to PLATO. For the instructor, PLATO eliminates the A
need for pencil and paper correction. For the -student, it provides gelf- .
. pacing and the freedom from intimidating correction. The.only disadvantage .

the instruoctor noted was that students Sometimes forget their sign-ons.

'PLATO is not as satisfactory as a tutor or lab, and, potssibly, not as
satisfactory as homework, text, or programmed learning. It is better than
the other suggested media and forms of instruction. ., !

Use_and Lessons
vt PLATO was -used during classtime and out of classtime on a non-scheduled ¢
“~  basis to replace classroom instruction and to replace homework. ESL lessons
ware selacted from the printed index and used in order. ,
Topics presented in the lessons "esl1" through “esl7" suit PLATO.
Lesgons dealing with present and future tenses of verbs were singled out:
eg particularly good. Lessons in the ESL geries fit the instructor's )
.syllabus nicely and the learning level has, so far, prowoked no complaints. '
The instructor notes, however, that the lessons in the ESL serigs did fiot
particularly effectively exploit the resources of PLATO and could profit
from much more animation. .

New ESL lessons should be prepared by City Colleges of Chicago
teachers. New basic grammar drills should be added and.present lessons
improved. More effective routing for the ESL lessons would be of benefit.

-

! -~
Mechanics and Administration

Although there were no total failures of the system, transmission
lines once jammed. Moreover, students tended to forget necessary code _
wordse. .While no scheduling problems occurred, the instructor would like .
to havef more time for the unacheduled use of PLATO. , , -

The instructo¥ managed his own course roster and Jim Williamson
provided help when problems arose.

¥ L]

The course ha&d no contact with ETS. ' . N

PLATC eliminates” a good.deal of drudgery from teaching and has made
the instructor's classroom’ woxk a good deal more easy. He foxesees his ~
possible increasad uee of PLATO in the future. ) :
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English Instructor #22 -— continued.

English for Foreign Students

- " )
. by

-

n #students

|‘°= i L |n= |n:|_|||_|= L #I‘I.I‘l: (nf 1 :nghm
a ] 2 4 6 8 14 tz - 14 - 16 18 za

‘ R < Usage distribution .
Totals: 10 students, 99 hours. FAverage: *9.0




Name- , . Developmental Composition -~ 1 .
" *Enrollment . 20/20 ’

Schedule during clags, as available . “ :
PLATO Use ‘ review and practice .

Roster . site coordinator . “ ‘

’ . Curriculum . _ . self .
. Lesson Sou:Ee ' ' “course catalog X ‘ -
. Lesson Preview ! - 'yes' 3

*
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ID NUMBER  |English Instrictor #23
10 NUMBER |

]

COURSE INFORMATION . : | )

COURSE EVALUATICN

' Level of Lessons appropriate -
Quantity of Lessons ' more than sufficient <
Quality of Lessons P high . .
% Lessons Previewed (approx.) 1008 - ‘
Sessions Affected by Failure L '
Would You Use Youxr Own ig;' | yes . R
to Improve PLATO Instruéition . . M
) | . \
INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION, , - v
First PLATO Contact , ' fellow instructer S~ .
U of I Extension Courss ‘ no regponse . B -
" PLATO Lessons Designed = no response
PLATO Lessons 9faqramm|é ! no rasponsa
Release Time - no response )
‘Prior PLATO Use : Fall 75 - .
Source of PLATO Training - Belf, asite coordinator, asst site
coordinator, U of I staff
Years f;aching, - 5 . .
Years at this Collsgae ' , 5
Tenure - . ne - -

*Term blginning/cnd'




COURSE PNFORMATION
. . - - ". \‘;):\.: 3o
S dme T TR
- Schedule- e
PLATO U§e \\1\};, ’%
- Roster} .
_ Curriculum B

Lesson Source

Lesson Preview

ETS

R COURSE EVALUATION

* level of Lgssons - ¢ -
' Quantity of Lessons

Y

'.Qs_.t'al ity of Leség'ns .

Sessions Affected by Failure

Would You Use Your Own'I;mQ
1&0’ Improve PLATO Instruction

-\ zNsTRUCTOR-INFORMATION . ., |
First PLATO Contact \ 2
A U of "I Extension Course
v PLATO Lessons Design‘ed,)" '

(R NMBER  englighyInstructor #23
' : { e C
I - .

% Lessons Previewed «approx. )
s

PLATO Lessons Programmed e

" Release Time

Prior PLATO Use ' r Fall 75 =
Source l:f\pmm Training | self, site coordinator, asst site ' T
coordinator, U of I staff _ . .
Years Teaé;iing Y5 B - : S )
" Years at this College > ) 5 : _ ) _ \
Jenee . ne = -
8 »
*Tﬁz;m 'bég:i;nning/énq - .. ‘\‘ # .
\ . A w
N, . . 2*5 o : .

o ' .
- ' Ié'if'- * J -"
253 T .7
Composition - 1 (2 sections) : ‘
40/40 (total 2 sections) X o
during class, s available
teview. and practice . ) A
e I. B ' .
self o T e
- seu ) . -
% igourse catalog -

yes' : 8
' no - x .
I[I.
appropriate | -
e more than sufficient L .
A - ". . . = -
high \ )
1008 . l
A ) .
Jﬂ'\
yes
. . " +
x - ) /

“fellow instructor
".no retsponse "
rlm- fresponse
ne réspbnée

no response . N N
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"'INTERVIEW SUMMARY ~—v Eng;l_.ish Instructor #23 . - 4 '
| T General . . ' ;
T ee—— s . .

. PLATO seems to have' had no influence on this instructor's students
with the exception of four Spanjish speaking students who may have proflted :
by it. B&s the novelty of PLATO wore off, some students seemed to be hampered -~ .
by slow typing and readi s8kills. Moreover, students who did like it did T
* e . not negéssarily demonstrate the skills they claimed they had Iearned on
[ PLATO. PLATO's greatest /advantage i{s that it permits the instructor to
v work independently with“Students while othezs are performing routine drill
assignments on PLATO. ts greatest dlsadvantage "is that it can ndt conduct
a true dialogue with student. On the whole, the instructor ranks PLATO
as better than lecture ard equal to workbooks and drill and worse than
other -available inst¥ tienal media., .

P Use .au-m:l-_gg1.=i.s‘m.r:n.ﬂ--"""J

- -

W

The text for course was Creative Campositions supplemented by ) .
handouts and filnls./ Appropriate PLATO lessons were selected by Jim B
Williamson for tﬂe nstructor. In the future,, the 'instructor plans to
pick his own. lesso s to supplement a new text English 3200.

Topics in me nics are best\sulted to presentatrbn on PLATO,
although individudl lessons were not identified as particulfrly-good or
unsatisfactozry- e instructor did net single out any lessons as wusing
PLATO's speb1a1 aracteristics well., Lessons in mechanics best suit the
instructor's .syllabu Some lessons in the router, especially those on S
‘sentence fowmula ion, seemed too difficult for his classes and some of
the pretests we 3 mlsleadlng, contelnlng examples he considered ambiguous.

The instrug¢tor makes no recommendations for the .improvement of.present‘ .

lessons: but he uld like to see new lessons developed’ in analyzing thef
structure of iting, identifying key words in a Paragreph, and reading for
comprehension. ! s

-

,lzeﬂ referral basis, establ;shlng a sequence of courses for individual .
students to solve individual brdﬁiems. ‘- \'

-

4 Mechan£CS andedministratlon. ey

* - .

- [

On two separate occgglons there Were total system fallures but the
instructor had material prepared for alternate }nstructioQ, No scheduling
problems aroke. | - ? } ‘

L
[ -
. \ " The instructor managed his own roster and currlculum and Mr.ﬂmbba and
‘Ms. Sweany frovid a551stanc in the use of PLATO. . ’
; ed- Qa )

- The, eo. se-had no ETS contact.

) The in8tructor concludes that PLATO maylhave a\bad influenc%;gn the

i teaching fession. He fears that in some cases it 'may replagg achers.
So far, it has had no. effect on his classroom work' and no effect on his © A

L

Q career.\ f . : e ‘ ' ; . .
: &; 278 : \ Q_\
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" English 'Il}éjti‘uctoi' #23 -~ contimued .
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ID'NUMB;.:R_ Engi’ish Instructor #24 o
'_"'_‘ | “ . y .
COURSE INFORMATION , ' )
- Name ' ‘e ﬁeveloptﬁen‘fal Composition -1 . - )
i . *Enrollment _ ] 31/12 . *. . ‘
.Ss:hedule . e during ciass DU T
PLATO Use . o review and practi‘.ce - .. i )
oo Roster - ; site & d;l.natpr, ‘asst s:l.te, t:n::orc‘l:l.l'zat:t:'u:s . :
. R © of T staff. ' : e
C-urr%cuin.tm self, U of 1 staff T e g' il
. .+lesson- Source, course- ca“l:alog ’ R ;
| Lesson'Previewn. ‘ N some A . PO “", . R
. BTg.'. . .. TR pretests, posttests, attitude;\arveys .
PN ‘.‘ ':‘ " ' 2 [N __‘ ) LS o , )
A "COURSE” EVALUATION son. T T e, SR s
o Level of Lessons X nt Opiggona = . . o R .
Quantity of Lessong “ {‘mbre ‘than Eufflc].ent ' o - . -
Qﬁaiity‘ of Lessaps .‘.,: average L . Ce _‘ . :
; Ky Lessons Previewed (approx ! Jless th.an.25% L ' ’ i : e
;.. Sessions Affected by Fa:l.lure ’0 - T i ) . . oo
- Sfould You Usé Your Own Time yes . T i Jj- v -
to fxnprove _Pm:IrO I.nstrquqn‘ N 2, . ) . '
msmucwoa INFORMATION ., ' ' . YLt e
, First PLATO Contac{;; . fellow instructor . ) X ‘
U ef"1 Extén’si:n Course no_i.'e's‘;ﬁ;)nae' B : .« T
“ PLATQ Lessons Des:.gned . no r:'esponse a ) _ e
{ +  PLATO Lgssona Prograimed . ... no response : - _’ _‘ L= ) .
"‘ Release 'I':l.me - no reamnse RN ' . -
cPrior PLATE Use % . Fall 75 ' | N A
Source of PLATO Tra:l.ning\ asst' site dbolrdj_.nator, U of']:. sta;_Ef A -.
* Years 'I'each:l.ng . I A d C |
a%‘; Years at F1:111.5; ccillege 1 ~ L . t.
B Ter‘n:e . ;. - . % no'l' t o y ©on
: *Term begamning/end___f;;;: L b oS ,ﬁ RE \-
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' INTERVIEW SUMMARY -- English Instructor #24°

-*lproﬁiems and who wish
-

" best suit PLATO as a mediuam.

Geéneral

PLATO must be considered a fa11ure 1n this’ instructor 8 classes.
A non-volunteer for PLATO, the lnstructor Eook over a class already in - .
‘progress; his students were the least acadlnically qualified and he was
alarmed over the -massive attrition in his PLATC class. Moreever; students
complained bitterly about the router and its endless repetition.’ Only ~
about 50% of hls~students could be counted upon to attend the PLATO sessions
‘in spite of’ the’ fact that.enthiusiasm £or PLATO was initially high. Under
these circumstances, it is difficult, at the very least, t0 estimate what
effect PLATO may; have had on achievement among his. students.
may not be worse than a text, programmed learning, or laboratory, it is
clsarly nof superlor to any other form of instruction.

_Use anﬂ Lessohs

A v - '

L] N
£ - : ‘ . u' a - I

"PLATO was used ing classtime for review and practice.
"PLATO should be made optl

1 as a_ tutor for those withrsevere grammar
t. : LN - .
Lo e T e

Fromme's The Art f Loving; Man' 's Search for Meaning. and Wfitln Lab
" Were the texts for thé course. °PLATO leéssons had already bean selected .
by the previous instructor. In the future, this teacher would .prefer to
1et each student choose the lessons which interest him.from a hroad-range '
$f p0331b111t1es. . : . - . R

o * at < *

The instrudtor 15 too hewf%o PLATO to know Which topics and lessons .
He suggestq‘the topics in punctuation, and
that a separate optionaI course “in grammar might be set up on' PLATO.
Lessons 6n punotuation and grammar beést«fit his syllabus and their learning
lével - seemed approprlate for his class. PLATO lessons might profitably

be shorter to allow time for class discussion-of the material.

L)

v ‘ v - ) R .
Mechanics and administration . - - . -

* [ P 1

No scheduling problems occurred. and there was' only one total failure
of the system. However, the router failed to work for several students
who were subjected to seemingly endless repetitibn of the same material.

Jim Williamson and Mits Yamada managed the cla$s rosters Williamson
also provided regular PﬂAIO assistance. - .

L

ETS pretests, poettests, and attltude'surveys were giv
jb nor his

PLATD has not affected this teacher ] classroom teachi
career. He. tHinks it mlght be useful as 'an optional aid but it has been
most unsatigfactory as an lptegral part of hlS coutse.

wWhile PLATO -

In the future,"

e
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< English Instructor #24 <+~ continued

-

.o~ Developmental Composition - 1

-

A

-

:.1
*sfudepts‘

un

#

n ;.”-ﬁ.: "”I”.‘ﬂ! .H,l'l.I A . &
g 2 4 6

»

- 8 19 . 12 14 15 18 2d

¥
LY

Usage distribution o .
¢ -Totals: 22 students, 78 hours.. Average: 3.5 /

- . .
- . » . . N . . - J
3 “ i
) ] L " -
k] . .
‘
1
. ~
t~ * L]
L4
-
+ i
[” 3 he] ¥
- 4 ’ L]
L4
- ', L]
+
" -
4 - i -
.
< L
' ¥ v . 1
- * r\> | - v
o
-
r A" - - 'l - .
t
* R . [}
- L) ‘
\ : . ..
t
s L
’ -
.
i * 'l 1
LY
\ -
- *
. \ ' \
L) -
i \ - - b .
/ ‘ .
4
i . kl
h -
™ 4 * a L T .
4
| - El -
-
’ r
N o x
a4
i o * " ’ . 7
H £ " :.
1 “ 3 4




—=

-

Y

ID NUMBER English Instructor

COURSE INFORMATION
Name BN
*Enrollment
Schedule
e PLSED Use :
. Roster >
. - Curriculum - -
Lesson Source = -
Lesson Preview ¢ ///K

ETS -

- L]

COURSE_EVALUATION | .
Le&él of Leqsons *
guantity of Léasons

Quality of Tiessons .-

A\ Lessons PBréviewed (approx.)
Sessions Affected by Failure
Would You Use Your Own Time
' to Improve PLATO Instruction
" INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
. First PLATO Contact
U of I Extension Course
PLATO Lessons Designed
i’LA:ro Lessons Progrmllhned“
Release Time »,
Prior PLATO Use '
' Source of PLATO Training
. Yaars Tagchiﬁg. _ .
’ ¥eais at this Colleye

4

* Fanure .

*Term beginning/and . .

. q o | . \"
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#25 - .
/

Developmental Composition - 1
15/15 _ '
during class, as available

replace work ‘
‘ ;,séiE; asst site coordinator )

self, U of I staff
VU'pf I staff,* course catalog
no

ne

-

» St

.
¥
i

appropriate - |
more th;ﬁ'suffici
average ) ' oo

100% | .
ca. 1/3 o N :

neo

college PLATO staff

~ ' none. ) .

Q ' i

*

none . ‘ . 2
spring 75, Fall 75. 4

U of 1 sraﬁf ’ i
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY -- English Instructor #25

, S
No interview cc)nduci;ed.
De(relopmental Composgition - 1
oo < !
g .
z.
3
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i
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1D NUMBER English InStructor #26

. o p v
COURSE INPORMATION - - . ‘
Name L c i 'Developmental Composition .- t (2 sections)
*Enroldment . - 57/30 ‘ . :
Schedule . : o, _ during class: ‘outgide of class, terminals

not resexved

PLATO Use - ' ' review and practice
Roster self, asst gite coordinator
- Curriculum y Self

Lesson Source course catalog

lL.esson Preview ; some . .
ETS pretests, posttests, attitude surveys
- . A

“COURSE EVALUATION * ~ . ’ _ .

Level of Lessong . too easy (4 . p
Quantity;:\df_\ fessons ' more than sufficient ) , \
) Quality of Lessons " high ] | \ .
A Lesson$ Previewéd (approx.) 50% . T
Sesﬁioné Affected by Failure 0 : ]
‘Would You Use Your Own Time yes c T 5
to Improve PLATO Instruci;iqn * , . -
R KINSTRUCTOR INFORMATION ’ , p P
First PLATO Cdntact fellow instructar . D
] %.0f.I Extension Course, none ! )
S RLATO Lessons Designed 0 \ - S -
A -, PLATO Lessons Programmed | 0 ‘ "
Release Timé . ‘ o none  * = | \ \
Prior PLATO Use l\ Fall 74 - Fall 75 | ‘
Bource of PLATC Training self, site coordﬁ;ator, asst site co;rdi_;
5 R . nator, U of I steff, fellow instructor,
P . others v ‘
\ Years Teaching 4 . - ®
Years at this College ° 2 L - ’ -
- Tenure % ’ no -\( ‘ \
4 Y » v .

, . f \r_ ' 28 . .\"
*T'arm begi‘nning/end . - -

L Ty VL :
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY -~ English Instructor #26 .

General . ) ' "
* PLATO has provoked more achievement in the past than it has this
semester. This instructor saw some slow students ugse PLATO this past . .

' summer to catch up to the rest of the class by put;ing in many hours “
of their own time, but the same phenomenon has not occurred this term.
Moreover, the router may be.doing a positive disservice; slower students
have no one to explain their difficultiesk sharper students 2ip-through *
without appreciating the material, and averagé students may know it already.
Moreover, there is no interpersonal relationship een the student and
the machine, and lessons fsequently ‘do not- tell why somethihg is wrong --
they simply provide a raw score. . Finally, in gie router, students can not
move on to the next block when they enCounter” impossible difficultles nor
can they sign off and return at the - same place at a later time, contrary
to the expectations of teachers., .

Use and Lessons

The best topits available e those on usage, gubject-verb agreement, .
and sentence structure. Awong  the available lesgons, “diction® is an \
“excellent introduction to dj€ticnary skills. Those lessons use PLATO most
effactively .which explain choices to students and do not tolerate blind
guessing. Non-router lesfgons which the instructor yged last semester best
fit his syllabus. In the future, lessons should be shorter and should ’ .
A provide greater expll ation for mistakes. . - -
-Mechapics and Adm istrationl .
1 '/ ) .
‘ No mechanxcal difficultiea occurred, unless the inflexible program
of the router system referred to above.is considered to be mechanical.
X No scheduling problems arose. Either the instructor or Joan Sweany entereé

the students for the class., Several faculty and staff members provide&; N
assistance, ' including Joan Sweany, Mits meada, Parbara Gealther, and Jim . .
Wllllamson. ) ‘

ETS pretests and posttests were given, although changes in the claas ‘\
rogter meant that some students Who ok the posttest had not previoualy
talen the pretest, , .- .t

s While PLATO is a valuable aid which could be made;more, valuable by
greater accegsibility of informfation and by better explanation, its "
technical unreliabillty and the pﬂeaent state of its.materials, especially .
whe router, make it incapable of replaeinq a’ teacler, It can have a positive
effect if used properly and if working satisfactorily. It eliminates

N limitation to the text and can bring new perspectives into the class.
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English Instructor #26 -~ continued

Developmental Composition - 1
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ID NUMBER English Instructor #7

COURSE INFORMATION ~

Name )
IfEnrollment
Schedule
PLATO Use
Roster
Curriculum -
, Lesson Source
Lesson Preview
ETS '

7

COURSE EVALUATION

Level of Lessons
OQuantity .of Lessons

Quality*of Lessons .

A\ Lessons Previewed (approx.)
Sessions Affected by Failure

fiould You Use Your Own Time
to Improve PLATO Instruction

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
Pirst PLATO Contact .

' U of I Extension Course
PLATO Lessons DesigApd

PLATO Lessons Programmed

Release Time
Prior PLATO Use
\ Source of PLATO Training

-

‘Rsars Teaching .\ \
Years at this College

Tenure

*Tgfﬁ bgginning/end,

"

IToxt Provided by ERI

!

.
Developmental Compo;:fidh -1 (é sections)
61/42 (total 2 sections)
during class
feview and practice, supplement-homéwork
self : '
self |
bourse catalogf fellow instrucéor‘
most '

pretests,: posttests, attitude surveys

F ' -

appropriate
less than sufficieht‘:’_
Gery high /

less than 100%

0. r ‘. . . - .

.‘ -

ves

college PLATO staff

néne'
"9

0

noné

Fall 73 - Fall 75

W

1

salf, si%e coordinator, asst site
coordinator, fellow instructor ° "

a4 . ‘ .
4\ ’ . o
no P )

A -
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY -~ Endlish Instructor #27

_No ihterview conducted.

Dev.elﬁpmehtal Composition = 1

]
t \
$
i .
¥ - -
# .
5
_ . : L T e s
") 2 4 6 8 18 12 14 16 28
Usage distribution’ S I
Totals: 27 students, 169 hours. Hverage: 6.3
I ¥

w  #styuderits

Usage distribution - . o .
Totals:’ 21 students, iﬁ hours, FAverag&: 1.6

~
N R
. \
b -
-

-1
]

e
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ID'NUMBER  English Instructor #28

COURSE INFORMATION

.

/
Scheduie

PﬂATO.Use
Rogter
‘Curriculum
Lesson Source )
Lesson Praview

ETS ~

\couaéa EVALUATION

A

% Lessons\Previewed (approsx.)
Sessions Affaected by Failure

Would You PUsae Your Own Time
to Improve PLATO Instructi

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
First PLATO Contact
U of I Extension Course
PLATO Lessons Deasigned
PLATO Lessons Programmed
Ralease Tima

"Prior PLATO Usa

\»

- -

SPurcc of PLATO Training * .

v

Years Teaching

2 W]
. ~Years at this College
‘ Tenure a
L[] I ': '0‘\ I
*Term beginning/end “\

IText Provided by ERI( ‘l-

. ‘ t:". : L] ’ . 28:;\

Ny - 1

Developmentél Composition - 1
. [
28/5

during class; ou ide of clasé, texrminals
notreserwed

review and pragtice, supplement homework'
salf
gelf

course catalog N A

fellow instructor -
none . o .
. ,
0 ' '

nOnf/ ) .
Pall’ 75 | |

L 4

[%

"+ asst eite coprdinator, U of I staff ..




General

 Affect on the achievement of the class.
Some students- respond favorabl PLATO, espeécially the sharper students,?
but PLATO use appears to cut class attendapce. PLATO is a better alter-’
‘nat:l.ve for classroom instruction than wWOr oks.' With PLATO the student
must concehtrate arid must continue until he ‘obtains the’ right answer.
Moreover, it provides a personalized instruction that the printed medi
scan not. Its Principal disadvantages may .lie \ji1 i mechanics or prodram-
m:l.ng: students must re-do exercises tha{-/ they have completed when. they

PLATO has had no measurable -

progrmed 1earn:|.ng, or lahbo, atory.

© Use and }essons

PLATO was used dur:l.ng lasst:l.me and on a non-scheduled basis euts:.de
of class to prov:l.de review

d practice and to supplement homeworli}\ T e D
\-I-_J

The text for the course,\ & class in English 101, was Creative .
Commsitions, supplemented by\the use of audio=-cassettes. P%‘I‘O dlessons - B
were select to complement c¢lasswork and were chosen from the course h
catalog of PLATO leéffonso. X

The best topics available are those on methodology, for exampie,
sbibliography and footnotes,; and g ar e Alt;hpggh the instructor has not -
evaluated all the lessons, the le ns o testructuring a sentence from °*

a ‘string of words made the étude;rés think and required of them more

activity than merely mult:l.ple ice.,.  That lesson also demonstrated the

proper| use of PLATO's spec:l.ai capabilities. Grammar exercises best fit )

the inbBtructor's syllabus and the lessons in them were neither too diffi- .
‘cult nor too easy. . * ) . .

\

the future, 1/:he instructor would like to see PLATO lessons coordinated .,
with mjterials to be used in class in order to be able to cover the fopic
in clads first before using PLATO for review and reinforcement. New: g
A lessons should be developed on identifying the parts of an essay, :l.dent:l.fy:l.ng

:."1& thesis [sentences, and analyzing logic. Such lessons might be cast in the
: form of) skill games. .
e : ‘ ' ‘
" Mechanig¢s and Administration - \ . .

S Q\ han:l.cal nor scheduling problems occurred. The instructor
managed ther Qwr. class roster and curriculum, sometimes with the help of

Jim Williamson an?‘ﬂ‘oag Sweany, both of whom also provided general assis-
tance :m{ the use of PLA‘I'O _ 3 .

Becéuse PLATO can not answer unplanned ‘;:IuEStions, it can not displace
the teacher from the classroom. ' It may have considerable- effect, espec:l.ally
in the sc¢iences, buil'.j*to date it has had no effect upon her cai’ea): T,

o T
' The course had no contact wi,gt:l‘l\ ETS. ' ‘e

't'

f;:_’i('.289 . N
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English. Instructgr_/za == gohtinued

Developmentél Comgosition - 1
LN

j
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; A

s . . . o
- Usag='distribution .
___,/{ " Totals: 27 students, 72 hours.
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. 1D NUMBER  English Instructoy »r . _ , >
. . ' ' » I‘\:' AN .
COURSE INFORMATION. © . i o A
L - ’ Name : . h Comppsition :'1 S
- *Enfollment T .
. ‘ Schedule during odlass; outside of ci;ss, tefﬁiﬂsls -
X i ) not resedyed . LT
’ PLA&O Use ‘ . . replace cl‘ swork, review asd practice,
. ». replace homeyork .
Roster X ' _self,:%ite- : din?tor
Curriculim e ; g site coorainator asst site- coordinator
Lessgn Source fellow“insfkuctor, urse catalog .
Lesson Preyiew " some ‘ T
ETS no - : . "\

1

CQURSE EVALUATION . \
: vel of 'Lessons ) dlfficult

antity of Lessons . sufficlent .
- allty qf Lessons - average ) ) . ) . 0 o
i Lessons ‘Previewed (approx ) = 25% YO ‘ o K . T
Slassions Affected by Failure o . ‘
/Wbuld You Use Your Own Time no | ‘ ' }\
Imprgve PLATO Instruction i .
A , . -
INSTRUCTOR 'INFORMATION . ' o
. Pilrst PLATO Contact ", - fellow instruétsr : s .
U bf I Extension Course none ]
PLATO ! Lessons Designed " ) - ' - ¢

PLATO Lessons Programmed -
Release Time
Prior PLATO Use ° ) Fall 75

Source of PLATO Train;ng ‘site coordinator, asst site coordinator

- -

1 (jolntly with ‘another instructor)

none -

Years Teaching
Years at this College

‘mengre

\

'
L

- *Taym beginning/end

ERIC, .,

9
1/2

no

291
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INTERVIEW SPMMARY -- English Instructdr'#29 ‘ o N
No’ int.é;:'vi\w conducted, ' " : _ ' ‘
.’ . ' . . ‘ . . ) I ) o ;
- o - . . N
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ID NUMBER  English Instructor.#30

L .
.\ - ' * ’

:? : COURSE INFORMATION . .. -
. tame L
*Enrollment v - . -
.SChe_élule

. PLATO Use

«Roster - ' : -

Lesson Pxeﬁiqw
BrS

., - €

...

COURSE EVALUATION

Level of I.essons e
Quant:l.ty of Lessons
. Quality of Léssons i
' \ Lessons Previewed (approx )
: Sessions Affected by Failire

Would You Use Your Own Time -
to Improve ?ﬁéﬁﬁ Instruction

L J

_ msmuc'ronﬁommon '

; Firpgt ﬁ'o Contact

] gﬁ“i Extension Course

AN

(_/f”// * pLATO Lgésons Designed
RLATd Léssons Programmed
| Release Time

Prior PLATO Use

Source of PLATO Training

Years T&achifg
'nf”qurs at this College

Tenure

*Term beginning/end

- Compo#ition - 1 .

* during class _ . -

course c§talog _

_ cor_ ’
. /Carriculqrr\t ) s -
~. "+ ' Lesson Source ' .o

" none

..... ' l_\
‘\\a$q§;z?/<j;st .
\'site coordinatdr, U of I sta )

- -

.-

- -

* -

25/17 - . -

L

replace éiaaswork, supplement'"
self o

self- - .

.- -t -

no- .

Pretests, posttests, attitude surveys

L
-

‘o

appropriatg - J .‘ .

more ihaﬁ_suf@icient .

high = Lo

258 ™~ SR S

0 e . .

no ' L Ve
T

college PLATO staff

‘Summer 72, Videbeck, intro; Fall 74, . .

Jordan, intro; Spring 75, Jordan,
‘advanced B

1 ! .
0 )

spring 74 - Fa.'l.l '?5
credit couxses! gite coo

1

11




INTERVIEW SUMMARY -- English Instructor #30 -, .
. - * i - . '. - - *
General oo oo L
Of the instructor's-clagses, that which used PLATO actudlly achieved
-t less,bgtthe students ‘anjoyed thg work more since they could work at their
" own pace. Some ten to twenty students liked PLATO better than other “forms
- of in#truction. Studénts who are less aca.de.mically committed seem to like
. it more. PLATO's greatest strength is its capability for individualized
assistance; ifs drawback is its mechanical difficulties. PLATO is better
than a workbook, audio-visual aids, laboratory, or lecture but it is . not
as satisfactory as homework, text, or class drill. It is difficult to
comparg 40 other media. - I

.’

Use and Lessons . .
—=

.

'I‘hree texts, the Harbrace Handbook, Patterns of Exposition, and
Vocabulary for the College Bound, Were required. Students used the’ router
to select the lessons which addressed thaxr individual needs. .

P

Topics in grammar and punctuation and ggneral mechanics are bast

. *gsuited to PLATO. Lessons On Pronouns geemed to be “the best since there

" seemed to be ample material available for illustration. &all the a¥ailable
: lessons fit the course syllabus and none seemed too easy or tod hard. All
lessons rized _to be constantly reviewed and perhaps rewritten to -ace dte
differing pedag'ogical approaches. Moreover, rea.ding lassons should be
_added. Other futu “J,essons shguld be written to respond to ident.i.fiab\;e
student needs. - - Y

r

in the program, Other than the f t an, B:00 a.m. time-slot was not
iling problems. Jim Williamson helped to
. enter the class rds ~Ehe curriculum Was automatically provided. Errol
" -._ Magidson, Bob Tayloer,™ d Jim Williamson have assisted the instructor with
PLATO, . .
o e . .
" ETS pretests,.posttests, 'aind attitude surveys were given., While the
- instructor is happy that the tests exist, he does feel they have: too many
. questions for the time provided. \\ .

PLATO will be well received in the profegsion generally. PLATO's
assumption of the burden of teaching grammar given the instructor a
psychological relief and has freed classtime for
PLATO haa, so far, made no measurable impact on his
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English Instructor #30 -- continued

gomposition -1 : ) - .

wn  #stydents

-

_”ﬂg:ﬂ%ant4;,4 .
8

8 2 4 6 18 12 14 ' 16 18 28
. . |
Usage distribution : ) \
1.9

Totals: 26 students, 58 hours. Average:
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ID MUMBER

. _ COURSE_INFORMATION
.. Name
*ﬁnrollpnnt
;‘- Schedule.
PLATO Use
Roster
Curriculum
* Lasson Source
Lesson Preview
. ETS v
COURSE EVALUATION
Level of Lessons
Quantity of lLessons
Quality of Leasons

Sessions Affected
Would

INSTRUCTSR INFORMATION
Firsf PLATO Contact
U of I Extension Course
PLATO Lessons Qesigned

PLATO Lessons Programmad
 Relaase Time
Prior PLATO Use

Source of PLATO Training
}
7
Years /feaching
. f¥9§fs at this College

Z/']!m'u.u.'e

*Term beginning/end '

Text Provided by ERI [

English Instructor #31

v Lessons Previewed (approx,) — 25%

ailure

Be Your Owm Time
mprove PLATO Instruction

274

éomposition -1
30/22 .

ahring c¢lass °

réplace élasaﬁﬁfk"‘
" asst site coordinatdr

-8elf, site coordinator, U of I staff
tourse catalog

some - . '

pretests, posttests, attitude surveys

appropriate ; ' : -

. mofe than sufficient — =~

——

2

no

L}
fellow instguctor

none

0o , -

g

none , . .

Fall 74 - Fall 75 e -

site coordinator, asst Bite ‘coordinator’
U of I staff

13
13 T

yes ,

-
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY -- English Instructor #31 N \
No interview conducted. '
Composgition - 1
Vi
4
y
ha
+ .
by N
5 , .
1 ”14”' : 'n! et gﬂ.ﬂ: 4 F ey hrs
"] 2 4 6 8 19 12 14" 16 - 18 28

Usage distribution ‘
Totals: 25 students, (07 hours. Average: -4.3.
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ID NUMBER  English Instructor #32
COURSE INFORMATION

Name

*En;ollmenf

Schedule

PLATO Use

Roster

Curriculum

Lesson S;urce '

Lesson Preview

ETS

COURSE EVALUATION Cow

Level of Lessons

- Quantity of Lessons v
Quality of Lessons
%t Lessons Previewed {(approx.)
Sessicns Affected by Failure

Would You Use Your Own .Time
to Improve PLATO Instruction

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
First PLATO Contact
U of I Extension Course
PLATO Lessons Designed
PLATO Lesscons Programmed
Release Time
Priocr PLATO Use
Source of PLATO Training

Years Teaching
Years at thig College

* Tenure

*Tarm beginning/end

IToxt Provided by ERI

293

276 Lo

Composition - 1 : "
25/22

during‘clgss

. oo

replace classwork, review and"praetizzh

self | : L~

self | -

U of I staff - . )
yes

pretests, pogttests,fattitude surveys

variable .

more than sufficient

high \
50% '

1

no * “ I [

fellow instructor
none -
0

no response
none

Summer 75, Fall 75

gsite coordinator .
g .

8

yes
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY -~ English Instructor #32 ° . .
. . - , w - "
General' . '+ s ? :
- The influence of PLATO on achievement is ming at best. It is

better for shaiper students who are able to assimilate the LARS material

-easily. JAttitude toward PLATO does not seem related to ability; across

the range of abilities, some find it superior and an equal numbexr "cut"
class on PLATO days. PLATO's great advantage is that it increases time foy
individual work and teachar consultation. “Additionally, it provides variety

and it is more fun than a workbook. I1ts disadvantage is that its use does "
mot fit neatly with the sch@duled hours provided; PLATO lessons frequantly

e longer than the ong hour increments assigned. Moreover, it is difficult
to keep PLATO and non~PLATO classes runﬁlng together. PLATO i8s better than
Wor ks, audio-visual aids, homework, or a text. - It 18 not as satisfactbry
as lecture,- tutors, or discussion and impossible to rank with drill or 1ab®

Use Lessons - ‘ .
; N :
PLATY was used during classtime to replace some classroam instruction
and for review and practice. 1In the future, the instructor would like .
greatexr flexibility in his use of ‘PLATO. He would like to send students as a
cilass less often and encourage casual use on an as-needed haais‘}n topics

'on basic usade. .

The texts for the course were Writirg Apprenticeship, third edition,
by Norman Britton and Ohe Flew Over the Cuckoo S Ndst by KenKesey. Appro-
priate-PLATO lessons were auggested by University of Illinois staff members.
Lessons were selected to address the basic writing problems of English 101
students. ’

Topics in grammar, mechanics, and usage that would normally be contained
in a handbook are best suited to PLATO. Topich in grammar best suit his
syllabus. No lessons were too hard for his class but some were too long,
dlthough there is such a broad spectrum of ability among his students it is

. 'difficult to make a generalization about learning level. The lesson on

edit;mg a paragraph employed PLATO's special characterigstics most effectively.

In the future, users should write the lessons with a yimum of -
supervisory or administratiyve interference. Newer lessofis should be

. developed on writing, especially on the term paper. Frhsent lessons need

to. be made clearer, especially by the addition of more consistent directions

_ in the router.. Students should be able to exit the ruuter.when they, ‘encoun~

ter imp055ibleégifficulties. reover, some router sequences are too long.
In general, speclially selected)\lessons work more‘effectively thap do router °
lessons. ' * . ' : o

Mechanics and Administration ~ ) ; _ : S

-, . - ™

Ong total system failure occurred during the seme_g_t&r—and ; on one ¢ccasion,
there was no technical assistant in the laboratory for an 8:00-a.m. class. e
Additionally,-6ne student had trouble signing in and witf her passwérd.

Alternate miterial was prepared in the event of a PLATO failure. Ko K
s}qﬂigid&nt acheduling problems occurred, . *

- 299
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English fna;ructor #32 ~- continued

The iﬁstruotor managed his own couréh fostnr and curriculum; Jim

Hiliiamson and Rita Silveri auppliad additional help using PLATO. .

ETS tests® Were given and the instructor is whll satisfiad with the
tﬁsts. T v B .
. .- .
Tha effect of PLAEO on the taaching profeéssion may be minimal, perhaps
limited to supplehmenting the text and replacing workbooks. It has not =«
significantly affected his clagsroom work and, on the whole, has had little
efifect on his caresr.

‘Q .
Composition - 1 ‘ U ¢
9 e .
‘: - *
_8 . »
B ‘o ’ . ’
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ID NUMBER English Instructor #33

i

| COURSE_INFORMATION -
wame ", _

*Enrollment

Schedule ° ) ~
PLATO Use F

A

Curriculqu

Lesson Source

Lesson Preview

" BTS

COURSE EVALUATION -

Level of Lessons
Quangity-of Béésons
~ _' Quality of Lesqohs
- . % Lessons Préviewéd (approx.) ~
“Sessions Affected by Fallure
. * Wou'ld You Use Your Own Time
to Improve PQATO Instruction

-

INSTRUCTDR INFORMATION

First PLATO Contact '

U of I Extension. Course
”PiiTO Lessons De51gned

PLATO Lessons Programmed
Release Time

Prior PLATO Us :

ars 4t this College ‘\‘\g
'fenpf; '

H
+ -
W

Roster ) .

o

279 N

. . .
.\-.

.Composition - 1 (2 sedtions)
55/6? (total 2 sectians)
duz;ng class

swork, review anﬂ practice,

repla

Supplement-hpmewurk e
self

Self . I I o . \ .

instructor's own legsons. '\\\\x\
. N -
o )
yes . .

L

. Tl e
pretests, posttests,) attitude surveys

appropriate
sufficient
no response " ‘-

100%, e

yes , o

college adﬁinistraéion
none o
-5+
5+
Fall 73 - Spring 75

Fall 73 - Fall 75.° -

U of I staff

8" - {
8

yas

1

i

-




INTERVIEW SUMMARY - Engllsh Instructor #33 )
" \\ " . . l *

" General

et T "‘ R

"?ﬁﬁTﬁ reqﬁi;eg both the st?dent's attentlen ﬁiﬂ//’

thusiasim wears off students continue to us
. provides necessary. encouragement and flattery,_ﬁnd j
"' . embarrassment in correcting students' erxors. -Add{tionall
instant response and can simplify the presenta
Finally, it changes the 1nt1midat1ng=}mage of e tradi
teacher. PLAEO'e#prlnezpal-disadvantage is/that’ it en

5

and do the work.
s privacy reduces
it provide
on of Cnu-Iex pointsr,l
ional English
urages "repair wo

PLATO |-

an

“moved faster through the

rather than-cr@ation, with which most o

for -which PLATO is not particularlyfael

iy

Textbooks are still best for t

better than most audio-visuals. but

writing technique., It is better theh
response or reinforcement. -

as ‘lslre PLATO class. 8pe
as well-on the lesson g

r..--alt on ie concern
$fited

-

: orlen@ed student.: PLATO is
dgood as a tutor ‘for'™t eaching
kbooks which gan not pIOV1de

or's non-PLATO class

f=2] .1

_?rea

ot learn it as thoroughly
0 class did.not do-

_Use and Lessons

L]

" Although ui

il this §ear the=instruc 6r had used PLATO only as- a
ental aid, this year she made it 4n integral part of two sections

suppl.
ion

for Career Students. .
ickett. !he ins
s written.

The text used was Writing for OccupationaL

\'/

ctor used only the PLATO

1

“lessons which
- »

PLATO is
introduce new concepts simply. Of her own lessons,
those which require “touch response and .would, if it

Pecially useful for 1eseons which 'eplace drill ox whicﬁ .

\
A . -
X .

he instructor prefers
e possible, revise

all her lessons tg replace typed answers with touch respanses.

She would

particularly like to write a compound lesson which would. draw together all
the work on gerunds and infinitives and another on noun clauses and con- . "
junctions. : :

Mechanics and Adﬁinistration

No,significant scheduling or mechanical problems occurred. -The
insttuctor manages her own curriculum and her own roster. ETS pre- and

.;///,postteste were glven. . .

g

The instructor does not sée PLATO as a threat to teachers. She
became lnperested in PLATO during its early stages ahd received initial

[N

help from pr.

Videbeck in getting started.

PLATO is a resource a teacher

' “would be foolish not to utilize if it could be of use.
may present the only problem to its continued use.

Budget conaiﬂeratlons

S

[Kc

11

/

b ]

C 802
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Engligh Instryctor #33-=> contimued - ; o .
- :\9‘1 m;‘ g s : \‘T“H B
Recommendations \ ,«-\ I T " ‘_'\‘
| N N L -
Neede e more lessons n \composition which. require the integration _
. of repair ski ‘with ¢ atq.ve practice. Although such lessons might be x -
- difficult to pro k could be simplifiied by designing compesition
< problems which are paMally structuged and which accept only lm:l.t% .
. solutions. “Free E@os‘itlons using only a programed lexicon are °
S impractic ' .
- ‘\H- ' ﬂ - . : L : N - )
- . - .*" ) . ~‘
“Composition - 1 N .,
L DI
- . * '.‘, . .
—
Th—

KU

i ,'n\‘n,n.n,ﬂ. \

2 -4 6 8 18 12

Usage distribution (2 sections)
Totals: 66 stugents, 410 hours,
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ID NUMBER  English Instructor #34
o . ' 1 ' T
- L ;

" COURSE INFORMATION

o

\-':\‘

i

Name *
*Enrollment

Schedule

© « PLATO-Use
" Roster

Curriculum

-

Lesson Source
Lesson Preview :

ETS S

§ ———

-

COURSE EVALUATION

" .7 Level of Lessons _ . L

Quantxty of Lessons‘
- Quality of Lessons
‘s Lessohs Previewed (approx.)
Sessions Affected by Failure -

Would You Use Your Own Time
to Improve PLATC Instructidn’

. &

" INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION *
First PLATO Contact

’ U of I Extension Cdurse ’
PLATO Lessons Designed
PLATO Lessons ﬁrOgrammed
Release Time .
Prior PLATO Use
Source of PﬁiTO Training
Years Teaching
Years at, this Collegé

‘\*Tenure

»'Ferm 'beginﬁiné}end

EKC

wll Toxt Provided by ERIC

23735

- average s

no

,fel;ow instrucéor

o, - ~

L} ~

Composition ~ 1, ) . '

duriné Stass; outside of class, termimalk
not reserved .

replace clasauor(,‘review and practice

 self, agst site'poordinasér

site'coordinator, asst s;tayeoordinator

course catalog, fellow inatgﬁcgor

appropriate

‘sufficient

0
1

nong

D°' .

1 (jointly with another inatrﬁptor)
none
Fall 75
site coordinator, ééat éite'coordinator
9
1/2

no

- -




INTERVIEW SUMMARY -- English‘Instructor #34

i

No interview donducted.

\\
Composition = 1
. L

wvi . #*students
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Totals: 19 %tuﬂents, 38 hours. Average: 2.8
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Years Teaching-
) Yeard at this College

COURSE INFORMATION ) 7 '
Name . Cmﬁ‘sltm\ T S g . ; o
'*'Enrolhﬁént ’ -~ ] (1 28/ 25 ) HH:“/H\“ . ’ S
~ Schedule g during class; © "y a;e: Y ' te:;;j.hals . T
.. ' . . not!; ‘reserved e R
- pLATO ‘Us'.eh S . review and practice - \ ] /
_ " Roster self, rasst site oord:.nator P
Curriculum | 3 sel‘f, u oﬁ I stafl B
R Lésson Source | . . cowrse_ catalog - .
Leﬁn\m:ay\ yes. . X | : )
ﬁ E e p‘rete\sts“, posttests, attitude suyveys oo
; SN A o - ST
COURSE, EVAIIJATION » . \ - \ o
| oved of Lessoms . geropriate \
. Quantity of Lessons ° - moré than sufficient . ' ' .
© . puality oﬁé Lessons- . Wb “"I e \ Lf B
% Lessons’ Prév:l.awea (appfox,). 1008 I } ’ ‘
Sess.mns Affected by Failure ‘1‘/-‘-"/ o ! X
Would You Use Youf @wn: Time = 'ff‘é;' T . - ’
T to Improve PLATO Instruction - ' ) .
o WP - ~
-~ NSTRUCTOR INFORMATION | ‘ o
First PLATO Contact . " féllow instructor SR 0\
UofI Extens_ion Course none _ o | \
PLATO. Lessons De‘é_lj:gn_ed o 5.;.- . ’ ) .
- PLATO Lessons Prpgramed_ 0 }
“'i-m._geh]:_ehaae Time none _
“  /rPrior PiATO-Use - | Fall 74, Fall 75
- Source of PLATO Traihing _..self, gite coordinator, asst site .

coordinator, U of I staff, fellow inatructor
347,
1172

no

"‘\

328 -




.'l.’ . - o '
o Schedule o
. PLATO Use

o 'p' ‘hoster

,Curriculum

-

Lesson Source

‘ Lesson Prev:.ew

- EPS.

COURSE E‘;AIHATION
Level of Lessons
Quam_:ity of 'ILeasons
ity of Lessons

" (approx.)
Seas:.ons Affected by /ailur}/

~Wou1d You Use Yout,.mn 'I',uﬂa
n

+.  to Improve PLATO str?étion

Mucmn ms'omnbﬂ

First\gLATO Contact

U of I\Ext.ension Course
PLATO Lesso \s Designed
PLATO Lessons Pg:ogrmad '

Release Time
Priox, PLATO Use
' Source of PLATO Training

Years Teaching
:  Years at this College

x

H_H"‘H-\_
'during class; outside of clasa,_,.terminals £ -
J—ﬂﬁ—r—-l——l_______

s e . S
285 ST e /
ks . . :-'-"'"—-u-—-— /-"‘ = Ih
e | /‘?-- - . -~
* English Instruc*ﬁ\\kd\k B
Composi%f@ -2 (2 aections) S \ g .
d ! / : , e -
/\- ' *Enrollment TV 53/48 (total 2 aectiqk TN :

ot reserved - - i
review and practice o

ést site coqrdinatoz.'
self, Uof I staff

cqﬁrse ca!taiog =

.
. : -~

yes - ‘
pretaests, 'posttests, attitude sfn._-veys'

-

. s

a ’opriate ' -
/t{Z: ‘than sufficient

- ’érage'\ /
100% ‘.HI//'

2 =4 (,ifatal 2 sections)

yes

fellow instructollr

non; '
54 _ '

0 G Con

-*-.\ € : i . —'
11 74, Fall @5

none

b I




" General . : . Coe e

‘and laboratory.
, tutora, and class discussion.

. Usge and Lessons -

i

e
-

“ 286

=

The 1nstfuct0r saw no difference in achievement among the ability
groups of her ‘sections of English-101 and 102 but she did notice improve-
ment in 101 when she used lesson seqguences eclectically rather than using
the seguence \provided by the router. PLATO's effect on 102 classes was |
uncertq;n»‘ tudents like PLATO because it varies the approach to instruc-
tion. It 18 & novel means of instruction for community college students
lch reinforces and provides variety of instruction. Unfortunately, PLATO
t provide unprogrammed-responses to students' questions and, un)ess
3r has' carefully foreseen problems students may have, the instruction
plete without the assistance of the instrdcter. '

It is not as good as homework, a text, drill, lec

¥,
basis for review and practice.

) Tﬁxta used. in the claases ‘were Creati_g Comggs:tiona and Rhetoric
Made Plain for 101 and 102, respectively. Appropriate PLATO lesscns were '
chosen from the printed catalog with the advice of Jim Williamson. The ¢
instrictor is relunctant to use the router, for doing so relinquisfies
contrel of the curriculum both in content  and sequence.

ot '

Topics in g:ammar sult PLATO best as do topics on a single concept or
point. Lessons on.paragraphs and proofreading were especially good because
they fit the classqs' needs in writing. Lessons which used smiling and
frowning faces for reinforcement seemed %0 make exceptional use of PLATO'S
visual ability.
and lessons on footnotes and bibliography fit the 102 syllabus. The learning .,
lavel of ‘most lesscns was appropriate and none was too djfficult for the
students.

In the future, curricula and lessons should take into account the
varylng needs of the several campuses. Lessons on transitions would be

an especially valuable addition to the curriculum and present 1ess°ns should

be adapted to provide, more flexible answer judging.

Mechanics and Administration .

S

Occaaional terminal faiiures Ihterrupted the instfuctiOn bat there was
no total failure of the system during the semester .and, fortunately, no
fcheduling problems occurred. The instructor managed her own curriculum -
and roster, and received some help from Joan Sweany in the use of PLATO.

ETS. pretestS-were given: some grammar qnestions were -lnappropriate for
the class. . : .

Lessons on grammar were most appropriate for the 101 course .

" PLATO was usgsed in bothjpnglish 101 and 102 in class and con an unathe@uled

Y
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English Instructor #35 -- continue , . \ . - " —_—
. - T

PLATO “is not capable of taking over the full imstruction of class
and sq it can only supplement and not replace the teacher. It can e_ffec:
tively reinforce what.is taught in the classroom. So far PLATO has ‘had
no impact on her career. - N <

Compogition ~ 1 - . \ ' | . -
L] ) '\ .
" . .
t
4 .
-o - - 1
=
ﬁ . .
|f.;1 1 ” : H 1 ] : ” 1 I-l : I_I 1 ! N :.D__l = 'I ! A I:._I_ 1 _=_ i : hf‘-ﬁf
B 2 4 6 8 18 12 14 16 18 28
. Usage distribution , . ’ _ L

‘Totalsz 25 mtudents, &9 hours. Average: 3.2

" 1

. *
Composition = 2 A . - .
4 o -
L R
) :
C
-8 A . -
-
+ “
m LS
#*
:
5 - ,.

.Hn”=”| %n.l"lll'lu : 1 —=—.-' = 1 1 i l i L i _lhr..s

¥ L] 1] L

. 2 4 6 8 14 12 14 16" 18 28

Usage distribution . . " T
Totals: 26 studerits, 57 hours. PAverage: 2.2 '
*. L . - ) : . -
L 4 : , ;'}’%“-\
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English Instructor #35 -~ continued

2 .
x
5 F ) .
)
i -
* ;
5 4]
'n.n_=|_|.|-|_=_”.n! l- s_fln_J'_ﬂ 1-_= I = N '.‘ N : i :hrs + 'I‘
#. 2 4 6 8 18 1z 14 16 18 .28 - '&/}.
Usage distribution - : TN .

-+ Totals: 186 studentg, 57 hours. Hfgrége: - 3.6




ID NUMBER

English Instructor #36

COURSE INFORMATION

Name
‘*Enrollment
§Ehedu1e

PLATO Use

Roster

Curriculum

Lesson Source
Lesson Preview f

ETS

COURSE EVALUATION

| Level of Lessons.
Quantity of Les;ons
Quality of Lessons i
% lessons Previewed (approx,
Sessions Affected by Failure‘_

Would You Use Your Own Time ' |
to Imprové:PLAEOTIngtruct%onr',

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
First PLATO Contact
U'of‘I Extension dourse
PLATO Lessons Design#id
PLATO Lessons Programmed

Relsase T-_e.
- Priqr PLA4! Use
Source of EPATO Training
Years Teacking
Years at ﬁﬁia College

'« Tenure E

[
»

*arm béginning/en&

Q '

‘Summer 74 - Fall 75

289

Composition - 2 (3 sections)

75/66 {total 3 sections)

during class; outside of class, terminals
not reserved ;

replace classwork
self, asst site coordinator
self, U of I staff
cqugse catalog S X ot
yé; , . o

' T .
pretests, posttests, attitude surveys

o | .
appropriate , "‘ ? - ]
less than Suffiéient ’ LT o ‘ ‘;ﬂ
very high - - §W:+{ -
1008 — Ng
1 {total 3 sections) . N

” | "’;‘if“ II
fellow instructor
Spr}ng 74, Ghegquiere,; intro A -

o .
Spring 74, Summer 74, Spring 75

credit course, U of I

staff, site coordinator
N
19 T

311




ID NUMBER “ English Instructor #36

)

'COURSE INFORMATION

"Name

*Enrollment

\i\ Schedule -
N PLATO Use
" Roster.

.

Curriculum
Lesson Source
L;sson Preview

ETS

COURSE EVALUATION

Level Bf‘Lessons

“Quantity. of Lessons

Quality of Leéﬂans

% Lessons Previewed (approx )

LIy ¥

’ Sessions Affécted by Failure

V~KWbuld You Use Your Own Time
to Improve PLATO Instruction

INSTRUETOR FNFORMATION
First PLATO Cbntaet
Uof 1 Extension Course G
PLATO Lessons Designed . .
PLATO Lessons Programmed
Release Time
Prior PLATO Use
Ssurce of PLATO Training

" Years Teaching

Years at this Col{ege

‘Tanure oo

‘ *Term béginning/end

ERIC -

wll Toxt Provided by ERIC . e

. ¢ : ) -
self, U of I staff s “\\;
. T ‘
. course catalog I
B yes . eoe h
, pretests;\ppsttests, attitude surveys
N “\; L. .
S , , - "'-‘“'\:-} 'a-: i ' " )
appropriate ' - L N

h?éllbw instructor

spring 74, Ghesquiere, intro . ‘:i. ’ .
2‘ ' " :\h_ “
o £ . -
Spring 74, Summer 74, Spring 75
Surmer 74 - Fall 78 ' \\

.81/2 . .
yes /

Report Writ
25/18

not resarved
replace classwork

self, asst site coordinator’

less than sufficient )
very high L
100% '

credit course, U of I staff, site coordinaﬁbr
19 | f

i
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'5,; . 'IHTERgIEW s Y - Englioh Instructor ¥36 _ ‘

L .

Gereral a ’ _- ' v
PLATO iB a-v seful aid, especially in teaching mecltan:l.cs, . ..

ile there is no obwipus correlation between attitude toward PLATO and , S
T ability, in English 10% students were more likely to go to class op = - - d
PLATO days and Poorer studen enjoyed class more. PILATO make$ lea¥ning.
nmiore pleasant because it is se paced and because it offérs individaal
.instriction in special newds., PLATO frees teachers for conferences and ~ ", . .
. gives hope to students who have had sgveral semasters of problems. . + N
) PLATC presents certain topics, for example, footnoting and bibliography, .
a / better than it could be done in class. PLATO's chief disadvantages are -
. nMostly maechanical; too few terminals, mechanical failures, and poorly ' Lo
maintoined ecquipment compromise its use. RS .
. . . .
\, Q\i As a teaching aid PLAEO is equal to homework and, except for class
. }i scussion, superior to all other media. The class #n English 102 used )
Harbrace Handbook, seventh edition, and the Decker Patterns of" Exposition
as the principal text. Audio-visual filmstrips on research reports and o

on selected topics were providefl. PLATO was used both as a replacement . -
for classtime and as supplementary instruction to be used at the students : d
- own convenience.

Leasons' ..

. ' PLATO is especially suitable for topics in mechanics of compogition,'
. ' d1ct1onary‘use, logic, and paragraph construction. The lesson ¢n footnotes o
is particularly ‘good since students can complete it without taking much . .
time and enjoy it as well'. Equally good are the- lessons on transformation-
al grammar written by Goruns they are soundly based on modern grammar and
accurate in theory. fThe lessons on diction and the LARS materials beast .
fit English 101: the lessons on foothotas and bibliography best suit . ®
English 102. Thoge lessons which best exploit PLATO's unique characteristics
are the LARS materials and the lessons written by pob Bator. The learning
level of most lessons is appronfiate although the introduction to PLATO
bores many students an& “the comma lessons are too hard. Some lessons need
\¢to be simplified and purified. Teaching gentence structure and internal
punctuation at the same time, as some LARS mataerials do, is a mistaka.
‘Typographical and mechanical problems need to be eliminated from the present
lessons. -

-

n

Future lessons should be daveloped by community college staff who
should be given release time for this purposa. Especially needed are ' g
lessons in logic, aragraph constiuction, and concreteness.

ﬁechanics and Administration

since the course met at night, scheduling was raraly.a problem althoug
the instructor foresees the possibility of worsening scheduling problems
in the future. There were several mechanical delays during two or three
class periods. When failures occurred, conferences or classes were held.

The instructor Managed her owm curriculum and roster; she received P
tachnical help from Pauline Jordan, Jim Williamson, and Gary Michael.

313 B
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oo ‘Enqlish Instructor R x[ %‘ cont,inued o T e

iate but® they are largely g apd much sbe tter than formerly.

att tl'@ n eded more time to finish the test.

’ . Eecauﬂe PIATO rel?d\’ea the tea&l'rer ofy the routme #a,'btivities of

L el ssroom drill, i opens the possibilitiqs of new‘teaching techniques;

- practices; it 3s proyvided -erxibility and the, freedom to have more

" indi idual qonfarences and discussionfgronps during classtime. It has’ ’
*._opened up fﬂhher new possibilities of teaching imethods; the instructor
Ropes to take .a,PLAm cqurse and* contrihute more éxtensively to the use
of. PHQN@ o . (. . .. : ;

- I“ . : & ’ *

'rhe ETS p}:ﬁst was gztvei?; mx a.'l.l questions on the m-s test are
udents did complain th

* .

o
M [
e

&oqpoéition - 2 {3 sections used 2 PLATO Courses)

| “ . . H .
e [ 3 .
o .. (
Q .
T v B .
m . ,
n.p k
. - * .
. * Py . 3
5“ - ) ) ‘G . LT
Ll
R U S S Sy e
T8 2 L4, b 18 12, 14 16 18 2@
.‘\x ’ ;.- “-,} -‘ -, . +
e " oUssge distribution | - RS ﬁ%
o Totals: 28 students., 53 howrs. FPverage: 1.8 fa\\
' r L ) .‘n " . . ' -'%.».a
o .
o+« >
,§- ) -
3 | i
v}
0 . :
*
“ S S . |
o WMy oy s Y e
8 2 4 6. 8 1 12 14 16 .18 - 20
Usage distribution '
34 stucdents., S6: hours., FAverasga: 1.8

Totals:
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‘ ;*»;agezdistfibution : :
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ID NUMBER ~ English Instructor #37/. ’
o R e T J
| COURSE INFORMATION o | 1.
. I; _I : .yame _ - \ . ] . Q
*Enxollment /721 ) o _
Schedule during class, as ‘avai.lal:_nle ' o v
' PLATO Use replace classwork, review anc.I prag:'tige !
\ Roster. ' coll:age PLATO staff . . :
Curriculum self .

L 3

Lesson Source course catalog

]

‘Lesson Preview no : ' -

> -'prei':ests s POsttests, a_tti.t'ude si:'rveygs

ETS
‘ | .\h L. . ® . | -.\ | ﬁ. . "
COURSE EVALUATION - ’ : N : . :
Level of 'Les'sp- _ . appropriéte . \\. .
Quantity of Legsons ‘ more than sufficient
. ' Quality of Legsons - average . . ' N
® % Lessons Previewed {approx.) 0% _ ‘ \ . ]
| Sassions Affbcted by Failure 4 Y ‘
Would You Ufe Your Own Time yes ' (P
to ‘Improve PLATO Instruction : '
L . : _ . . I B T
INSTRUCTOR momr;éu ' e P
* 7 -First PLATO Contact - college PLATO staff - . -° o . .
_u of I Extél‘;éion go'ufse none R i .
o~ PLATO Lessdns Designed : 0o . ) ) .
PLA ‘ gsi:;ris Programmed . ‘ 0o’ = Co S - . ‘. l
’ Release Time o none, - ‘ '
’ . Prior PLAIC Use . ,  Fall 74.- Fall 73 ]
Source of PLATO Training L site coordinator, U of I staff
\ Years ‘.Teaéhing " 16 . ;
Years at this Colleget 14 .
- Tenure ) : . ' , yes
N
" *Term beginning/end- : : . / ‘
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ID NUMBER  English Instructor #37

—

[ . COtRS B\ INFORMATION | - T
. | Name * ' - Composition - 1 (2 sections) )
g B *En::ol].ment 50/ (total 2 gectioné) §
_ ' Schedule o - Aduring ‘class, as available ) )
i ?I.ATO Use ,m‘: " - replace classwork . .
Roster > - . asst site directok, U of I staff - '
Curriculum - gaelf .
Lesson Source d ) - course cataIOg : .
’ Lessbn. Preview. Lo no ; _ .
E m's . ' T _ _ pretests, pbsﬁtesté;, .attitude surveys ’
- . ' a 5 , ) .' A
_COURSE EVALUATION | _ | R
Level of Lessons _ no response ' - .
_ Quéntity b\f Lessons. B no response . ) . ' ’.'i
Quality of \Lessons ' ., No response N ‘ '
. % Lessons Previewed (approx ) no response . ' \ /
Sessions Affected by Fa:.lure ' no response L '\\\ ' .
. Would You Use Your Own Time ¢ NO response .
to Improve PLATO Instruction . i
" INSTRUCTOR INFORMATIQN a . _ | | \
First PLATO Contact college PLATO staff ' \\ .
' U of I Extension Course none : _ ’ ' N
PLATO Lessons Designed - . . O - .
PLATO Lessons Programmed o K
Releasé Time none, . _ ,
Prior PLATO Use ~ Fall 74 - Fall 75 et
¢ Source of PLATO Training ' sitg coordinator, U of I staﬂ;;‘ . |
Years :eaching - R T
Years at this College L "f14
' Tenure L ",flyes )
" B o \ g .
5 - ff , |
*Texm beginning/end ) /
’ 317 | g
A ) : a a
: g
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY =- English Instructor #37

General . . ,
For the very best and for the very“k;ow PLATO may have some influence
. on ability and achieyement., There seems to be greater absenteeism on PLATO )
days, perhaps because students think the instruator has no means of iden- :
tifying the absent. Absenteeism ig predlcta§1y~highest among the very poor,
. students. PLATO's chief advantages are that it forces the student to
participate and that it saves the %eacher and .gtudent from endless repetntlon.
Unfortunately,' some use it mainly as g plaything. On the whole, PLATO is oo
better than homework and equal to drill, lecture, and workbook. It is
probably not as successful.as‘other"fqrms of instruc&ion .and media. S
!

Use and Lessons ‘ 1 ' /

BN ' PLATO was used during classtime,ana outside of class to ;acé some .
classroom instruction and optionally for review and prac » to supplement o
N " homework, anditgqreplade some homework. The instructor does not plan any
. \sgange in the ube of PLATO except that PLATO may be used more:for drill in
e future. | , .
. The text for the course was Functional English for Writers, which was -
sugpleménted by class handouts. Approprlate PLATO lessons were selected
from: the nn—llne index. ’ :

'J-

Soe

. prlcs in mechanics and which require drill: bést suit. PLATO. The
lesson Wordwar is too complicated but the lessons on fragments- and run-ons
are Pparticularly good. Many lessons matched the instructOr s syllabus
‘and only those lessons that use arrows seemed too hard for class, No lessons
on the router were too hard. .

Future lessons should be developed in conjunction with using English
departments. Moré lessons on reading and the use of the dictionary would
be appreciated. Both new and existing lessons should eliminate the use of
arrows’ - - . ‘

3

Mechanics and Administration

. This particular class was beset by particularly bad mechanical problems. . ya
. Moreover, LARS was not accessible during some of the class sessions. No
. scheduling problems arose however. Jim Williamson managed, the class rosp€r
© - and Williamson along with Errol Magidson provided a551stance in the us
of PLATO. s

No ETS tests were given. : " K

PIATO will have little or no impact on the teachtnq/profession f it
can not be made more reliable. If it can be made to work, it can.dlter the
classroom experience by providing an alternate means for repetitfbus drill.
So far, PLATO has had no influence on. the instructor's careeg;’

- / .
- - 1Y
: , .
. . .
. i . . .
3




English Instructor #37 -- continu

Rea.di,nq

N #¥students

-
a

;-
o

wn-n:”-n: |”= ..'FI:\ i : i I o !I:‘Jn \ ; hrs
6 8 18 12 14 16 18 28

-

C Usage distribution .
-~ - Totals: 24 students, 162 hours. Average: 6.8 °
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; -Composit.:[oh - _1
/ v
S +l
/ _§
2 .
¥
W \
5 -

nﬂﬂnnﬂnﬂ A,mn,

i
18 12 14 16 18 28 |

I.Jsage distribution (2 Bections) .
Totals: 32 students, 167 hours. fverage: 5.2
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COURSE INFORMATION

+ Name
*Enrbllment
Schedvle

PLATO Use

Roster

Curriculum

Lesson Source a
Legson Preview

ETS )

COURSE EVALUATION
%gvel of Lessons

"Quantity of Lessons
Qua%ity of Lesgsons
% Lessons Previewed (approx.)

-Sessions Affected.by Failure

Would You Use Your Own Time
to Improve PLATO Instruction

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION .
" First PLATO Contact
¥ of I Extension Course
PLATO Lessons Designed
PLATO Lessons Programmed

Release Time
Prior PLATO Use
gﬁurcg of PLATO Training

Years Teaching

Years at this College

Tenure

) *Term beginning/end

27/ . = : Ve

D A

Reading  °
1 .
~, , . :
during class; outside of class, terminals
not reserved : 7

review and practice, //

asst site coordinator S

self, U of I staff ,’/
course catalog ///

no 7

' no '

no xesponse

. No responge

no response
no response
no response

no response

.-

- college staff memorandum

Spring 75, Jordanh intro
1 o

0

none

Spring 75 - Fall 75

credit course, site coordinator, asst site
coordinator, U of I staff

8
3

L

no
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY -~ English Instructor 38 .
Geﬁeral ‘

LY - . - .

pnato can be gomewhat helpful to atudents with sufficient motivation
to use it.” Manyt s SR

and do not' atteny V. 388 gessions. There is no evident relationship
between the use of PII d learning ability.

pLaTO is an excellent supplementary aid to be used for drill and
review on an as-needed basis. It 18 bettexr than workbooks, homework,
or class drill. PLATO conducts a dialogue with the student and is better
than programmed learning. Moreover, it permits the instructor more time
to work on organilzatlon of writing and less on mechanics. *

PLATO’s chief disadvantage is its poor quality of programming.
Lessons using arrows are difficult and some lessons do not accept all
correct answers to questions and problems. PLATO 1s not a replacement
for text,  lecture, class discusaion, or lab. How it compares with _audio-
visual aids is uncertain. ™ % . ’

Use and Lessons ' - _ .

PLATO was used to replace class time and could be used by students
outside of class at their own convenience for review and practice. 1In the
future the instructor would increase the use of Pphmﬁ‘as a review tool. -

~  The clasg used Fungtional English for Writexs and dittoed handouts.
PﬁhTO lessons were choSen from a hard-cover catalog and were selected to
reinforce classroom work. T¢pics in mechanics and usage are best sulted
to PLATO. Among the best lessons are those on subject-verb agreement,
irregqular verbs, prepositional phrases, and diction. The lessons which
best f£it the course syllabus were those on sentence fragmenta, xun-on
sentences, and the identification of aubjects and verbs. The learning
level of most of the lessons was sultable for the clagss although the
lessons on spelling and vocabulary were too difficult. ILessonk with
arrows, noted above, confused the class and should be rewritten to delete
that feature. LeBsons which dc not allow the student a chance to exit
when he has no chance of succeszs, for example, the spelling dlagnestic

‘lessons should be eliminated. Finally, many lessons need greater flexibility

in answer judging.

Mechanics and Administration

One total failure of the system happened early in the term; toward the
end of the texrm the router caused gevere difficulties. The only scheduling
problem was that there were more studénts in the class than tHere ware
terminals available at the scheduled class hour. Alternate material was
prepared for PLATO interruptions. Errol Magidson and Jim williamson helped
the instructor with the course. Williamson éntered the class roster.

The course had no contact, with ETS.
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" English InstruEtor #38

The teachercan not evaluate the impact of. PLATO on the.teaching
profession but she did express some reservations over its potential

& 2 4 6 8 18 12 14 16 18
: \::
Usage distribution

Totals: 34 students, . 2:2

74 hours, Average:

-

‘misuse. So far it has had no 1nf1uence on her career. -
. ] \-
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ID NUMBER English Instructox #39

*
-

COURSE INFORMATION”
~ Name - ‘
*Enrollment’ ) B
Schedule
PLATO Use
Roster
Curriculum
Lesson Source
. Lesson Preview
ETS

. J COURSE EVALUATION
) Level of Lessons
Quantity of Lessons
Quality of Lessons
% ‘Lessons Previewed (approx.,),
Sessions Affected by Failure

Would You Use Your Own Time
to Improve PLATO Instruction

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
First PLATO Contact
U of I Extensicon Course

L

PLATO Lessons Designed
PLATO Lesgons Programmed
Releagse Time

Prioxr. PLATO Use
Source‘of PﬂATO Training

\Years Teaching

qug; at this College
Tenuke ‘

*Term bﬂgning/b\\'
/A
- -

30 Co R

-

Reading (2 sectioﬁs)

zéQ/BDe(total 2 sections)

during class; as available E
review Anq,practibe
self, assg site director
self

course catalog - o -
some o ' :

no .-

aﬁpropriate-\\\

less than sufficient
high I
100% |

Other

Spring 73, Videbeck, users and authoxs;:
Spring 75, Joxdan, advanced

1

. 1 Al

none

Fall 74 - Pall 75

credit courses, site coordinator, U of I
staff, other

10 1/2
6 1/2

yes

323 : ’




LY

ID NUMBER  English Instructor #39

.
COURSE INFORMATION.

[ Na“le, ’ *
*Enrollment
Schedule

PLATO Use

Roster -’
Curriculum
Lesson. Source
Legson Preview
ETS -

"COURSE ‘EVALUAgION-
Level of Lessons
Quantit? of Lessgons
‘Quality of Lessons
‘ Lessons Previewed (approx.)
Sesgslons Affected by Fallure

Would You Use Your Own Time
to Improve PLATO Instruction

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
Pirst PLATO Contact
U of I Extension Course °*

PLATO Lessons Dasigned
PLATO Lassons Programmed

Release Time
Prior TO Use
Source of PLATO Tralning

¢ Yearse Teaching.
*  Yesars at this College

- Tanure

*Tarm beginning/end

302

“Composition ~ 1

25/2% ' e

‘during class, as available o

review and practice
self, asst site coordiqator
self, asst site coordinator

course catalog

some

" pretests, posttests, attltude surveys

difficult

more than sufficilent
high '
50%
2or 3
yes‘

other

Spring 73, Videbeck,'ﬁsarn and authors;

spring 75, Jordan, advanced

1 ) v

1
none
Fall 74 - Pall 75

‘credit course, site coordinator, Uof I

gtaff, other
10 12 °
6 1/2
yes

‘ ] | 324 T
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY ~-  English Instructor #39 : . f

S

General

PLATO seems to help, even 1f test results show that few students
achieved high levels. Both the students and teacher alike appreciate
the endearments that the answer judging provides for correct answers,
While students of high ahility may be bored by PLATO, most average or
below average students enjoy it very much and work well with it. PIATO"
has helped this instructor to teach better; it relaxes her and gives her’
an opportunity to give her voice a rest. Although PLATO has no serious
disadvantages, mechanical errors and some hyper-sensitized terminals
cause some problems for sgtudents but most students accept,the fact that
the difficulties of PLATO are related to its newness and are more than -
compensated for by the excitement of a new medium.

-

PLATO. isf more efféctive than workbooks, audio-visual aids, homework,
class drill, or class-discussion. It is not as good as lectures, tutors,
labhoratories.

"L'

+ \
Use and l.essons . : :

-.

PLATO wafa used in all of the J.nstructor s classes during classtime
to provide reView and drill. AN -

- n

L
The c],ass uged the Harbrace Handbook and spme ditt}wmterials : §

as teaxt. , - s
Any topics requiring drill best f£it PLATO, especially’ whe.n ) . oo

answers are given immediately. Work on PLATO is much better ‘than indiv:.dual

student reocitation in class. The instructor particularly liked the lessons

on subject-verb agreement and on diction, although she feels they might be

too -sophisticated for bas:.q students. = The lessons on subject-verb agree- -

ment, run-on sentences, and comma splices £it her syllabus particularly

well. She wishes that more reading lessons were available, for theY. would

fit her syllmbus easily. All the lessons avallable to the class fit the

learning level of the audience. The curriculum might be improved by the

addition of more lessons on reading, especially reading lessOns based upon

paragraphs and flot upon recognition of words or word parts. Existing lessons

could be improved by proviéing for greater answer judging and by remritmq

tha progr to reapond to student errors which are currently ignoted.

'I.‘he instructor reviewed tha lessons herselﬁnd accepted Jim Williamson's:
advice in picking lessons. The lessons selected addressed the most fréquent C
errors the students did or might ancounter.

Machanics and Aﬂminisi:ration ) . .

A few hyper-sensitive terminals were the source of the only machanical -
difficultias. Additionally, one 8:00 a.m. gession was lost because the
class had no key and the lab aide was not available at the proper-time.
When interruptions occurred the students returned to clasa for normal ‘class
work. . N
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English Instructor #39 == continued !

. Jim Williamson established the initial class roster - and helped'manage :
. the curriculum, Errol Magidson, J:l.m Williamson, and Mits Yamada helped the T
letructor with, the course. : _ { -

} .
PLATO has ‘made the instructor's teachlng easier. It frees herlto

grade paper§ or to provide individual assistance to the students while they
are working alone. she feels it will help the teaching profession dnd she
hopes to begln programming lessons herself soon.

./'

! WUsage distribution -
o Totals: 28 students, 86 hiurs. Average: 3.1

- M ‘
0 . |
+ : . N . .
5t : \ '
+
K, - ’ ,
: S
5 N ;
” , N
! 1 _=_r|| \3 - : L : \ .5 1 :%_ 1 ! 1 _: 1‘ 'l\a- i
; 2 4 8 8 M .12 .14 16 1§ V2

Usage dlﬁtrlbut10ﬁ ‘,\\\ . o |
Totals: 17 students. 14 hours. Average: #.8
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"4 ‘English Instructor #39 -- continued «
Composition - 1
1]
# "
c
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3
|
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¥
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5 ’ \ *

{ hrs
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B 2 4 6 ° 8

14 12 14 16 18 28 .

Usage distribution
Totals: 27 students, 149 hours. fverage: 5.2
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-and are descﬂibed in a hard—ccpy catalog. The catalog was revised durlng

‘software by entering their own course rosters and maintaining their own -

| 309 S )

" SUBJECT COORDINATOR'S SUMMARY -~ MATHEMATICS -

i ¢ -

During Fall Semester 1975, twenty-nine math courses, including GED ‘"
courses, used PLATO at the five contract sites. 'A total of 2,236-hours ’

- of mathematics. instruction was provided to 714 students. Additionally,

mathematics lessons were used at the Urbana Adult Educgtion Center,
Illinois correctional institutions, Chicago Upward Bound, the.University
of Illineis Scheel 8f Basic. Medical Sciences, tha University of Illinois
College of Pharmacy, Carneg:l.e-Mellon Um.vers:l.ty, the Univers:l.ty of Arizona,

- .and the Caterplllar Tractor Corporation.

.

4 -
Lessons ) \ ./

About 100 méthematics lessons were available on PEETO during Fall 1975, .

amountlng to about seventy-five hours of instructional material. The
lessons. are . accessible for review thrgugh an.updated ‘ipdex .lesson, "mathco,® e

the semester. . . . ) : s
. A 4 . .
ERR \ B =
Classroom Implementation : )

.

The mathematics courseware.of PLATO was used in_the classroom in a A
wide variety of ways. Some classes made PLATO pletely voluntary afte

a short lntroductory lessone Others used PLATO/in several class sessions

during the semesteﬁ\and encouraged additlonal voluntary use. Still others - ¢ -
used PLATO for one hour each week of the schéduled classtime, or deveoted :
several consecutive lass hours to- PLATO which were followed by sever -~
weeks with no PLATO use. Two Adult Education classes were taug
on PLATO. ‘ ' '

! . e )
In all courses, the system router was used, and, in most cases, ' - - /////
individual instructors chose the lessons they wanted for. their classes.
Choice was usually made from the hard-copy. catalog of mathematics lessons,
or from the on-line index, "mathcc." Faculty who wanted assistance in ,
choosing or implementing lessons were aided by Lou DiBello and Keith Bailey
of CERL, Robert Grandey of Parkland College, and Mitsuru.¥amada, Errol
Magidson, E&Epard Neapolitan, and Carroll Roblnson of the city Colleges //,,/4-
of Chicago. Although several instructors ful;y controlled course and routing

files, the majority of mathematics instructors drew, in varying degrees
upon the help of the PLATO staff. : . . .

Other Activities S .

. " - P .
- - Al

Several new activities to implement PLATO use were" ‘begun during the.
fall semester. First an Adult Education course .in mathematics was designed
for the City Colleges of Chicago, and two pilot teSts wer% made. The
course was taught exclusively on PLATO and met once a week .in two-hour
segsions for eight weeks. Two more similar courses are p;aqged\ggr the

. e

waop t
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Bﬁring semester. Second, a student/ guide was repared for the Math 111 )
curriculum qt Kennedy-King College The: gulde cqntained a list of the ’ J
lessons suitable for¥ the course ipdexed to the gpproprlate sections of
the text. Guides were mailed to 'the Math 111. lnstructors, who made them

- available to their students. .The instructors .were EchUSla$tiC about
the usefulness of the guides both to the students and to thpmselves, and
Jrequested that more such guides be made up for other courses! Third, -
liaison with Parkland -College consi ed‘postly of_plannlng the extensive
use of PLATQ in Spring 1976, Fin ﬁlans were made for an effectiveness
study of Math 123, and student guides were prepared for Math 091 .and Math
095'at Parkland College. , . .




ID NUMBER -Mathematiqs Instructor

E fo

CQURSE INFORMATION

Name h :

. *Enrollment
Schedule

PLATO Use

Roster . _ .‘\

Curriculum

.Lesson Sﬁurqe.

Lesson Preview

ETS

" 'COURSE EVALUATION. . . . . .

Level of Lessons -.t
: Quantitj of Lessons
éuality of Lessons
% Lessons Previewedllappfox.)‘
Sessions Affected by Failure

Would You Use'YourIOWn Time
to Improve PLATO /Instruction

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
First PLATO Contact

U of-I Exteaéion Course
PLATO Lessons Designed
PLATO Lessﬁns Programmed
R;lease Time

Prior PLA%DIUSG
Source-of PLATO Training
Years Teaching :
Years at this College

' Tenure

Fall 73 - Fall 75
sélf; site cobrdinator, Uy of 1 ataff-'

- ' .‘“igr | :

#

¥

GED'Mathematics‘{2\éeétiQQS}‘
45740 |

during class

}?eview andvpractice; supgigment hommework -
' ‘self : ) CT ‘

4

self a ,
U of I staff — X
some

no

appropriate o .
less than sufficient
high L *
503 ‘ -
Yt or 2

yes

N

= St

collége PLATO staff
none

o

o

none

8

2

no

o
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] INTERVIEW SUMMARY —- Mathematics\Instructor #1 -
\' ) . - -
No intérview conducted.
L '\I GED Mathematiés _ \ - .
, 0 ] L AN R
) Y . B
» c ’
w s
X 1
- 3 . - ' -
+ 1 )
1] ,\\ :
* : _ .
b > | ﬂ .
J - ) v\‘ - . +
e - - .
o ”ﬂﬂ i« T« L | LN . P WY
g 2 "4 e 8 18 12 .14 16 - 48 - 28 .
Usage distribution v _
Totals: 59 students,. 148 hours, Average: 2.5 -
E . \“\ . b ‘
EE ‘-
L~ g , R
+ _ . - ~ : .
.oom i ). H
.
/I 5 SEs
4 1 :_ n{ 1 : I-I -l Ir I"I 1 _= . : — ! i : H 1 i 1 | hr.s
a 2 4 =} 8 . ig 12 14 16 18 26
Usage distribution o
_f?tals: 47 students, 133 hours. Average: 2.8
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'ID NUMBER  Mathemitios Instrﬁdtqu#z )
,” COURSE INFORMATION ‘ o
Naiue T - 2 -~ Adult Education Mathematics - 4
*Enrollment - - ® a0 o
Schedule : ’ during classtime VA .
PLATO Use - ' replace claéswogc,' review and practi,ce,l' :
’ . : -t replace homework
Rostef ) - self
Cutriculum ° , self
Lesson Source ¢ no response ‘ )
Lesson Preview .  yes , -
ETS ;‘~ ) . - no . R o '
' ' COURSE EVALUATION . v e .
~ Level of Leésons C appropriate
Quantity of Lessons " more than sufficient - .
Quality of Lessons - average SR -
* Lessons Previewed (approx.) 100% :
| . Sessions Affected by Failure 0. ,
' \ Would You Use Your Qwn Time yes : f

. to Improve PLATO .Instruction ‘

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION '
' First PLATO Contact , no response
" U of I Extension Course “ " none
PLATO Lessons Designed 5+ ,
PLATO Lessons Programmed 5+ S - L
' Release Time _ none /

Prior PLATO Use Fall 75

Source of PLATO Training Self
Years Teaching 6
Years at this College ' L

»

' Tenuxe

e

"#7dfm beginning/end
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- INTERViEN SUMMARY ~- Mathematics Instructor #2
/

1
Ko iétewiew conciucted. )
o ) \ .
,f! B - : b 4
;Adulthducation Mathematics ~ ‘
£ 0 . - -
- E- \,' " " : ‘ . -
<
j -
ot
i)
#*
s ‘

‘nln_E_”Ln%_U_Lnlnnn{n:\l_l:__lﬂ_l_'_|_l_-|=_nl i 1 =\|. =hrs
g- 2 4 6 . 8 .18 12 14 16 18- 28

Usage di str‘ibﬁtio:’r.'g "’V‘ : _ v
 Totals: 23 .students, 136 hours. ‘Average; 5.9 = x
: ' \ ‘ A N ’ . )
. ’1
AW - .
- ]
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ID NUMBER  Mathematics Instructar #3

-

COURSE INFORMATION

Name

. *Enrollment

. Schedule
" PLATO Usk
. Roster
 Curriculum

Lesson Sourcé-

* Legson Preview

ETS

COURSE EVALUATION
Level of Lessons

L |

Quantity of Lessons

Quality of Lessons

% Lessons Previewed (a .
so o2 fapprox.)

-Segsions Affected by Failure

Would You Use Your Own Time.
to Improve PLATO Instruction

"INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION

First PLATO Contact -

‘U of I Extension Course)//"’
PLATO Lessons Designed/ ‘
PLATO Lessons Programmed
Releaselwime

ior PLATO Use P
Source of PLATO-Training ‘

Years Teaching
fears at tﬁis College

Tenure

*Term Beginniﬁg/end
L] \.

o

315

Adult Education Mathgmatics .
23/13

during class

replace classwork

'seif

self

course catalog, U of I staff, college
PLATO staff, fellow instructor '

yes §
. no :

apﬁropriate ' !

more than sufficient

high ’

1008 \

ﬁJ ’Q‘. - — r'

yes :

fellow instructor
Summer 72, Videbeck, intro
3 .

-

© 3 ‘ | | . .

none )
Fall 73, Fall 75

self, credit course, site coordinator,
fellow instructor, U of I staff

21/2
1 1/2

no

335
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. No interview conducted. EE L

r"\\. ’ ', ‘
S Adult Education Mathewmatics .= - . Y

wn istgdents"

- - ~——+- —+ hrs
_)‘3 2 4 6 8 18 12 14 16 18 29
Usage distribution

Totals: 20 students, 131 hours. HAverage: 6.6
' L , - .
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ID NUMBER  Mathematics Ilnatruci':.oj:_ #4
' COURSE INFORMATION 5
Namé . o, Adult Education Mathematics
*Enrollment . - no response - :
Schedula" . A during c]:asy' outside of class,
’ terminals not reserved .
) ' PLATS Use . ‘ replace classroom work, review and )
, . ' _ practice;y replace homework
"+ ‘'Roster ” self, fellow instructor
Cuj:ricurium‘ self, fellow instructor
Lesson Source’ course catalog, U of I staff, coi.lage :
PLATO staff
Lesson. I:revigaw ) ) yes
BTS . ' no -
- . k:\:&f
COURSE EVALUATION
Level of Lesson appropriate
Quantity of'Lessons mor'e than sufficient
Quality of Lessons | : . high . -
A Lessons Previewed - 100%
Sessions Affected by Pailure 1
Would You' Use Your, Own Time yes '
to Improve PLATC Instructicn
INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION ] .
First PLATO Contact -~ :°* t::ollege' administration _ ) l
¢ : g of I Extension Course " Summer 72, Videbeck, intro; Fall 72,
t o Vidabeck, authors; Spring 73, Videbeck,
- usersg K .
PLATC Lessons Designed S5+ o e sl ~ . .
PLATO Lessons Programmed S5+
Releagse Time Fall 72 - Fall 75 .
) Prior PLATO Use . E\‘all 75
T Source of PLATC Training sqlf, credit courses, U of I gtaff
Years Teaching - 8
Years at this College 3
Tenure yes
§ :
*Tarm beginning/end 3 37 . ‘
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY -- Mathematics Instructor #4

No interview conducted.

Adult Education Mathematics ' " o \

. Accumulated use., See Mathematics Instructor #3 for usage distribution data.

—— .
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ID NUMBER

COURSE INFORMATION
Name
*Enrollment
Schedule
PLATO Use

Roster

Curriculum
Lesson Source
Lesson Praview
ETS

- -.COURSE EVALUATION
Level of Lessons
Quantity of Lessons
e

" First PLATO coniiu:

U of I Extension Couria\\

PLATO Lessons Designed
PLATO Lessons Programmed
Rélease Time
Prior PLATO Use

~ Source of PLATO Training
Years Teaching

Years at this College

" Tenure ’

2 '

-

"*Tﬁim:begipnﬁpg/epd

Mathematics Instructor #5 AN

8 Affected by'§ailnre 0

Would Yo Use Your Own Time
to Improve ‘RLATO Instruction

\

Ari.t.hrmtic 31:1113
16/11
outside of class, terminals not resexrved

no response

self
self
U of I staff, college PLATO staff-
yes
) nd, 7 ‘
* appropriate *

*« less than sufficient .
no response
a0s

~ yes o | ]

-
LY
-

college PLATO staff, U of I-staff

none

igated, no dates given)
of I ntaff

(prion\ﬂse il

college PLA
u 9

2

yes

£1,
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY-~- Matheﬁatics Instructor #5

General

. Although PLATO is not.withost its uses as a supplementary tool, it
may be too expensive for the value it produces. While most students seemn.
to like PLATO, many are frustrated by its and most, especlally the less -
able, will not use it unless reguired to.

o

Specific‘prcblems include: (1) difficulty in manipulating the terminal,
(2) possibllity of careless reading, -and (3) the absence of human contact, T
problems which are exacerbated among poor students. Moreover, PLATO cannot -- .
"go home" with students; its use is limited to the location and availability
of terminals. Finally, PLATO may create degpendence by “spoon feeding“s the .
student's ability to provide a response may not carry over into prcblem—
solving which requires creative ability. -

Finally, many cf the virtues of PLATO can be duplicated, frequently et ™
at less cost,; by a variety of instructional devices that produce results ‘
in less time.

PLATO can, however, do a good job of drilling students and works best
when it incorporates the element of games and graphics that distinguish it
ag' a medium. . _ E

Usa and Lessgons : _ v

PLATO was used as a supplement to and not a replacement for- class time.
Students were not scheduled fcr PLATO but used the terminals on their own
time, .

PLATO lessons presented several -difficulties. First, many did not fit
the instructor's syllabus well, nor did they, as a whole, prcvide adeguate’
course coveérage. Second, some lessons, for example the lesson on f£inding
the least common denominator, presented methods which, while sound, were
not the methods of the instructor. Third, many lessons were unnecessarily
dull and required too much reading. Finally, some lessons required longer,
time to cover material that could be learned more quickly in clads.

{ . .

The first two problems might be corrected by providing more lesaons
and, partlcularly, lessons coordinated topic by topic with a standard text. o
The latter two might be reduced by providing "more interesting® lessons f . h
which reduce thed reading requirement. Coy : "

T~ Although the quality of the lessons is uneven, a few lessons arg: - " ¥
excellent, including the race track drill on number operations. THKat = =~
axemplary lesgon is fine and does exactly what ought to be done more - - ) ~
efficiently than could a human instructor. In general, the learning leggl
of the arithmetic lessons is apprcpriate for the audience. .

—

PLATO lessons do not. however. generally provide instruction that
cannot ba had more easily or cheaply in another form. Workbooks, if pro-
"~ yvided with answers are its equal. Homework assignments can be done at -
.” home at the-student's convenience and can be checked by the instructor.

Cara-Mate provides &udible .Anstruction that reduces the need to read.

30
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Mathematics Instructer #5 - continued

- Laqrning lab. students used Basic Arithmetic by Mary Wallace and Core
-«Hath by Bila., .091 gtudents used a_text:ghich incorporates many exercises.

) ) L . o .’
_Hechanicsﬂand Administration‘ ~ -
- A . e

-(,‘
Since students were not scheduled fer PLATO use, no scheduling problems
occurred. Students seemed able to use the equipment whenever ‘they wished.
Cldsses were given an hour's intro&uction to the use Of PLATO at, the begin-
- ning of the course.

‘Kaith Bailey -and.Lou DiBélle"suggested 1es§ons for study. =

The instructor had no ETS contack.

Finally, the instructor expresseé some reséntment that release time
had been regularly granted to a faculty membér in the past for the preparation_
Of PLATD math lessond without any discernable products.

The instructor has written many lessons for CarawMate, and has had
much experienee using them with learning lab students. .

Recommnendations

If the exﬂense of PLATO is to hg Justified, more use of better lessons
must be devised.

Arithmetic.Skills

i #students

-.n , 11 :I'I. : “"In : — : | 1 ‘l ! 1 = . 1 _:_ n-_=_ M .: 'h],-.5

g2 4 6 - 8 1/ 12 14 16 18 28 .
Usage distribution .o .

y Totals; 4 students, 3 hours. -Hverage: B.8
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ID NUMBER ,

COURSE INFORMATION
E—— ) j_
< *Enrollment
Schedule

PLATO Use .

Roster = .
"7 wCurriculum _ .

Lesson-Sourcg ‘ -

Lesgon Preview

ETS

* COURSE EVALUATION .
Jevel of Lassons: N

S

Quantity .of Lessons -

Quality of Lessons

% Lessons ﬁrpviewedttapprox.)l
- Sesgions Afchted by'Failure

Would You Use Your Own Time
to Improve PLATO Instruction

k3

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
First PLATO Contact
U of I Extenglion Course
‘PLATO Lessons Designed

' PLATd Lessons Programmed
Raelease Time -
Prior PLATO Use

1

Souras .of PLATO Tralning
Ysars Teaching
Years at this College

- Tanura

*Tarm beginning/end

+

Mathemati¢s Instructor #6

Technical Hathamatica (3 sections)
60 (total 3 sections)
during class (2 aections); outside of

.class, terminala not reserved (1 aection)

no responae
aelf‘ . _ ) >

college PLATO ataff,' U of.I staff
colleée PLATO staff, v.of I ataff

. 4.--3»
II YGB ] - ) " .
. Tl . Al
no . . . _
" = ! h :
.
appropriate N

less than sufficigntf
average to high

. 100%

0

* ]
yes .
L

_colleje PLATO staff, U of I staff »

néne . Do :

0

)] . ' s‘-
none .

(prior use indicated, no dates’ givan)
college PLATO gtaff, U of I staff

L 15 _ ;

4 -

342 -
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i

; ”"as hamework whlch requlres'greater self-

b

. variety that lectures lack-and lets student

g';PLATO is véry much like a tutor, It la not a# good as a piogramm ext

PLAEO is an excellent supplement to traditio 1 inst }

‘can not replace the teacher. It offers an alternative medium and may :

' suqceed where lectures fail, ‘especially for ﬁ&;fic t conc ts. It offers
s

rk at their own pace. PLATO
is not as effective in. remedial courSes because“gt the readin skills

requ:l.red. S . . N ' A

E

\\' . . w_‘\.

Very-crdexlyfstudents and clder women who are £ ed in their fqutinee T
seem to have the greatést difficulty adapting to PLA Ib-seems most T
effectgve among the self-mctivated and lndependent le_ ners “

- PLBTO is excellent for review and drill; it is better than a workbock
for it can accept altérnate correct answers. It may be ter than a lecture
only in that it can be turned off when: the student is boréd or saturatad{

as many students dc not read carefully enough. It is not.aj sa lsfactcry"

. .Frugtraticn,with mechanical prcblems, initially high for ney stuﬂents,
decreases with increasing familiarity’ with\the equipment. Moreover, .-
access to terminals may be difficult; PLATO\can not be taken home Wwith

. the student and can not answer fdreaeen,queeticns.

N .

aids as a means of %ulfilling learhing copttracts, tudents'WhQ\Hhcse to

use PLATO did 5o in Learning Lab $tudents electedito study the topics

which were useful to them, includi algebra,”graphing, and simultaneous
equations. -0 once @id the cla 5 a whole use PLATQ. The entire class .°

© _was scheduled for a lesson on slide rule estimation, a lesson which students
‘thought especlally helpful. Those ‘students’who had requested using PLATO "

in the Learning Lab did better on t lesson and alsc did well on- the tests
over the material covered on PLATO. - . - SN
. Ny
« " Th instructor s eerly contact with PLATO was qgite unsatisfaptcry
ana he hadd not used it for the past three years. He plans to use it as
a regular'part of his 095 math course next semester. He would use PLATO
as he has at present in future classes of Math 131. "

Lesscns- \

The class, a section in technical math for auto mechanics and electrcnics '
programs, used the text Technlcal Mathematics by Ewen et al., a combined
workbcph_and text.

.

: The instructor has not reviewed all the leSSDns available but he 4id
preview the lesson to be used in class in order' to be‘able to advise the

class on prqcedures to be followedi . .

-
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Mathematics Instructor #6 -- continued | . N ST g—l
—

A_The slide rule estimation lesson was, according to student comments,
quite helpful. "The slide rule lesson is good but’ needs more problems in
division and in.the use of the D'and C! scales, The instructor did 50 |
to 70 .proplems - -but could not exhaust the problem sets. The factoring lesson '
also is.partidularly. good Thé learning level of .all lessons that were iised
wag satlsfactony. T ) . . L. Y . '

Lesson choice depends I.IPOI[ use.- Where’ PILATO is used as a classroom

_subst:l.tute, lessons must present msgterials more ef ciently than lecture .
could; where it is used as a suppIement the expl at:l.ons and tenn:l.nology -
must match that uSed in n1::1.':135.

. All top:l.cs are su:l.table for PLATO lessons. Only the skill of the =
programmer limits the possibilities for: 1e.=.§é design. Future lessons
should be developed by’ University of Illinois staff who work easily with
community college staff. 1% possible,. lessons’ should include more restarts
- 'to permit students to complete lessons without re-doing material already
completed. Readmg level of lessons should be: closSely matched té' the udsing o
audience. Lessons on quadratic equations and on non-linear simultanecus
equations would be desirable but might be little used. /-./ 5

A student user's handbook for the course would improve use. Z d

Mechanjcs and Administration !
~ N;aither mechanical nor scheduling problems arose but the coursegdid
not use PLATO as a scheduled aid. Bob Grandey and Paul Thompson helped
the instructor with the \;ourse. Hé~managed the curriculum hmself and
also managed the roster with the aid o

i The course had no ETS contact.

r - ) :
\ So far, PLATO has not affected his classroom teaching but it may in -~ .
thes future when it is used as a part of 095. p
Recommendations : \
- It would be nice to see PLATO ‘i:érminals located in the division of ™
math and physical sciences; a PLATO term:l.nal in each classroom could be
used as a classtime aid L “
\\ . ' ' ‘ }
\\ N ‘
. / . ! - -
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athematics Instructor #6 -~ cont;i.nued : .o
Technical Mathematics B ‘.:b
0 ‘ -
. + - - ’
: jw e
. Y .
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E -
Lo T
,/" #
5
Il'l : % _r:f_ { [-I.-J i 1 : 1 l"l: 1 : h:
154 Z 4 ] 5] 18 12
Usage distribution
Totals: 3 =tudents, 13 hours,
. . :RE::%::____
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Usage distribution (2 sections) \.\ _ .
Totals: 21 students, 16 hours. Average: 0.8 T~
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" ID MUMBER Mathematics Instructor #7

.-
- -

COURSE INFORMATION °

Name o
*Enrollment ‘
Schedule ' .
PLATO Use '
_Roster N
Curriculum

Lesson Source f
Lesson Prev%ew ' -

ETS \
COURSE EVALUATION . - ¢

+ o

. Level of Lessons

antity of Lessons

Quality of‘Lessons

% Lessons Previeweq\(approx,)

Would You Use Your Owh Time
~ to Improve PLATQ Instruction

: \
INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION - %

1

Pirst PLATC Contact -
U of I Extension Course L
PLATQ Lessons :E)esigned-w o
PLATO Lessons Programmed .\
. Release Time . :
'3 Pridr PLATO Use
‘Hn_&QHESf'of PLATO Training
Yearg Teaching
Years.at this College
‘Tenﬁi& -
-

*Terxrm beginning/end

4

' Sessions Affected by Failure .-

.\-“345 |

326

. N
.0

ﬁhchiﬁiﬁﬁg\:s sections)

-

-';ématiqs for

during Wlass ‘ )
review‘épf gractice, replac;\hpmeworf .
self N | '
self, site coor

" course catalog |
yes * ‘

no

appropgiate

less than sufficient .

high o

100 '
. ca,

v )
2 _a .°F“. T,

yes

Eollege PLATO staff-
" Spring 74, Ghesquiere, intro - .
S

0

-

none v
‘Spring 74 - Fall 75 | e

B

\\:flf; eredit cburée, site coordinator c

3 \\ s
" no response
~ \ L8

.

(Bl

LY
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‘\ Totals: 8 stud&{'\s, 38 hours.' F\verage. 4.8

fa

_ ' \ /- .
/ _— 327 .
. < . \
INTERVIEW SUMMARY -~ Mathematics Instructor #7
. —_ b ]
No interview conducted. : \
Mathematics for Machinists LIPS
; ; | \
B, g |
2 \
-+ . .
¥ v .
+ M ,‘i
5" ’ .
4 .ﬂ,ﬂ*-q,n.”,n. e ey e s
3 -2 4 6 & 19 12 ‘14 - 16 18 ZEI
Usage dlstrlbut;on _
o\als {2 :tufienfg 42 hours. RAverage: 3.5
) .
t
L .
E |
) '
* ¢
S l—l _ N
- 4 ,”,n. =r1. } 1 } ’-.: .‘_i ._l_g'- } 1 | hrs
g " 2z .4 6 "8 1§ 12 14 16 18 28
Usage distribution , - , -
Totals: 26 students, 68 hours.. Average: 2.6
0 : T
_& -
+
@ * ]
St -
+ - T
* ,
S+ : .
Lo L *
— : 1 n : 1 _= n M : M 'l A .: 1 1_ 1 :‘ a : 4 % I‘“"‘S i
7] 4 8 19 12 14 16 18 28
* . apt , )
\ ‘Usage dlstmbutlorc 347 '




ID NUMBER

-

\

! AN

COURSE INFORMATION
_ N

Name _

" #*Enrollment - y
Schedule | .
PLATO Use

Roster
Curriculum
Lesson Squrcé
Lesson Previéw
ETS

C OURS:E EVALUATION
Level of lLessons

Quantity of Lessons .

Quality of Lessoﬁs .
% Leséons Previewed {a;la;:.rox.)
Session§ Affected by Failuré

Would You Use Your Own Time
to Improve PLATO Instruction

INSTRUCTOR ' INFORMATION
First PLATO Contact
U of I.Extension Course
PLATO Lessons Designed
PLATO Lessons Programmed

b

Release Time
- Prior PLATO Use
Source of PLATO Traini§g
Years Teaching . -
Years at this Colleée

' Penure .

*Perm beginning/end

328

Mathématigs Instructor #8
N,

General Mathematics
14
during class

* v

supplement classwork, review and practice,
supplement homework ¢ )

self f ) :
self -
course catalog
no-
attitude survey

N

appropriate
smore than sufficient ,
avéiage B
50%

few : .

yes

no response ’ ,
no response
no response
no response
no response
no response
no response
. no response
no response

no response




No interview conducted.

' \\\\\\ INTERVIEW SUMMARY -~ Mathematics/Instructor 48 \§§§%\‘

General Mathematics

>

L R

aonel o
8.

[l [l
a -2 4 6 19 12 14 16 18 . 24

v #¥gtudents

Usage distribution :
‘Totals: 26 students, 167 hours. HAverage: 5.4

349




_ ID_NUMBER

~INSTRUCTOR INFORMN

COURSE INFORMATION

Name

*ﬁnrol ént
Schedule

- PLATQ Use '
Roster
Curriéﬁlum
Lesson Source

. Lé%son Preview

1

Would You YsSe Your Own Time
to Improve RLA

‘First PLATO Con %u

U of I Extension

PLATO lessons ProgrammeR
Release Time |

. Prior PLATO Use
Source of PLATO Training
Years Teaching
Yéarh at this College

*Tenure

-

*Perm beginning/end

Mathematics Instructor

hffected by Failure

330 N

#9

Algebra - 1

' 25/25
during class ¥

replace classwork, review and practice
self '

self

U of I staff

some

pretests,vposﬁtests, attitude surveys

appropriate )
less than sufficient

- average

50% -
2

uncertain

U of I staff

Spring 74, Ghesquiere, intro; Spring 75,
Jog:d@n. advanced

H
0 .
Swnmer 74, Fall 74, Spring 75
Fall 73 - Pall 75

credit course-

14




'U_se and Lessons

3 _ I o
3 '
) — N . .
INTERVIEW SUMMARY —- Mathematics Instructor #9 :

General - PR .‘\
. The effect of PLATO on class achievement has heen difé,lcult t0 measure
this term because of the extraordinarily peculiar nature of the class.
Of the instructor's class using PLATO, "pnly geven out of the original
thirty=five who began the course tcok the final. There were no student -
complaints, however, about PLATO. PIATO is ugeful as an additional
learning technique and resource, althoudh mechanical breakdowns and Space
limitations may reduce its use. PLATO ¢an not be ranked with other media;
different students need the different approaches that geveral media offer.

,

PLATO was used during classtime for félwiew and practice. No change
is planned in the future. Since PLATO can not replace the material covered
in class, the instructor ig reluctant to give up classtime to PLATO.
. . !

The text for the course was Fundamentals of Mathematicg by Marano
and Kaufman; supplemental materials on ditto sheets were also used, PLATO
legsons were reviewed and selected with' the advice of Lou DPiBello.

Many topics are guitable for presentation on PLATO, although neither
topios nor individual lessons were singled out as particularly apts A lesson
involving word problems displayed the good branching that characterizes
effective use of PLATO's resources. Most of the lessons fit the instructor's |
syllabus and the learning level seemed appropriate.

Future 18880113 should have more graphic material, including diagrams
and charts. The instructor was hesitant to suggest new lessons or topics. ‘ .

Mechanics and Administration : -

Only minimal mechanical failures occurred this term and no scheduling
problems arose. Sanford Rush entered the class roster and Rush and Errol
Magidson provided help with PLATO.

Tha clasg had no contact with ETS.

The instructor doubts that PLATO will be any more effective than any
other media already available. She has tried unsuccessfully in the past to
replace gsome material covered in class with lessons on PLATO. Her experience ‘
was not happy and she uses PBATO exclusively now for reinforcement. She
judges that PLATO hag had little or na effect on her career. '
7

s

361 o
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Mathematics Instructor #9 -- continued

Algebra - 1

2 -vygf
/ 4 "
B . .
-§ ’
o
e
1))
*
S ]
‘_ll =n|n=n| :l'l rl !nn_ 1 i : lnihrys
s 2 4 6 14 16 18 28
'Usage distribution .
Totals: 29 students, 178 hours. Average: 6.1 L

s
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ID NUMBER Mathematics Instructor #10

13

COURSE INFORMAT TON
NFORMAT

Name C. h *
*Enrollment N
Schedule -

PLATO Use

Roster

Qurriculqp

Lesson Source

Lessgon Preview

ETS

COURSE EVALUATION =
lL.avel of Lesﬁons

Quantity of Lessons

Quality of Lessons

% Lessons Previewed (approx.)
Segsions Affected by Failure

Would You Use Your Own Time
to Improve PLATO Instruction

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
Firat PLATO Contact

VDofI Extension Course

PLATO Lessons Designed
PLATQO Lessons Programﬁed
Releogg,Time'

-Prior PLATO Use

Source -of PLATO Training

-

'foars Teaching
Yearg at this College

Tenure

*Texm beginning/end

333

Algebra - 1 @ . 1 2
'60-70/60 s ///
outside of class, terminaié not reserved
review and practlce,/ﬂupplement hom;;Ork‘.
site coordinator, U/of I staff -

self _//T - .

-

course cataiog
some

Il

pretests, attitude surveys

appropriate

sufficient : »
high . !

25% '

0 " A

yes -

L %

coll e LATO staff

Spring Y4, Ghesguiere, intro; Spring 75,
Jordaw; advanced

1

1

Fall 74 ' .

" Spring 74, Fall 74, Fall 75

credit courso, site coordinator, Uwof I
staff :

15
3

Yyes

353
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY -~ Mathematics Instructor #10 :
Nd interview conducted. L )
i) ' ! . . -
1 _“\ ® s
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ID NUMBER Mathematics Instructor #11 . ’

e .

COURSE INFORMATION

“Name N .

*Enrbllment
*  Schedule .
-7 PLA¥O Use

F . *
L Roster
Ccurriculum ‘ -

Legson Source

Lessqn;Preview
- ETS

" COURSE ‘EVALUATION N

Level of Lessons

hQuanfifﬁ of Legsons

" Quality of Lessons
% Lessons Praviewed {approx )
Sessions Affected by Failure

Would You Use Your Oém Time
to Improve PLATO Ipstructlon

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
First PLATC Contact

U of I Extension Course
- PLATO Lessons Designad
PLATO Lgssons Programmed
'Release Tima
_'Prior PLATO Use
. Source Hf PLATO Tpaining
o ¥pars Teachiyg L

Years at this College

fenure
- =

, *Term beyinning/end - ¥ -

.Algebra ~ 1

45/45 ~ v
outsi&e-éhuclasay te;minals reserved
review and practice, supplement homework,
extra.credit =~ .

site'cqprdinator

self
course catalog, fellgw ihstructor, -
U of I staff : 7
yes _ ' ' ,
attitude surveys - . N L e
appropriate . - A X '&‘-T;l S
more than sufficight , _r' e _-; :
very high =~ .° o~ IS '
254 T e A
N #0 . . : A, s
+ .Il‘ x . .-».
yes. . . L
» Y * .- . . . ) . ". Pt . _a
. U Of r Staff * ﬂ-.l' - ’ B " a :
" none . . e L . S
o . , .~
0 B B _-" - ,,, . .I’ . T ‘,/
none . '
Fall 75 ’ :
selfy asst site coordinator, U of I staff S
- 3 - H
9 . 3 ,
"4 o . "
yas . . '
- ] .
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_ INTERVIEW SUMMARY -- Mathematics Instructor #11 - 1
‘%* e ] - . . " ' .
YNo iNtarwiag.qonducted. - S : ' : ' .
. A n:‘.._'_'“wa " . ) v, . . .,
IEM;‘;;‘::‘&‘., ) * ' b .
)@ TEN e wmﬁ-'v,". e i s i :

Algebra - 1~ : . - "‘f:-’{-‘w.»é—.fﬂ. 3

+ . ¢
g -" <, . . )
£l A S
SEH . . : .
: 5.« :
® Y ‘l ||_Il 1 :'I'T.rhﬂ_. _=_|:l |" _= 1 :I"'l. g ", 5 i _{ a

. ®. 7 4 6 8 18. 12 14 16 18 28

‘o . Usage distribution ’ e :

R _'_-;--T{F‘E:JIS:' 32 ,stutdents, 72 hours, -F-‘wet*age; 2.3
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mER Mgt;hematli':gs_‘__ nstmctoé ,
- [I\ “
COURSE . INFORMATION | : s
Neim‘e- ' ' o Algebra/ 152 se\ctions) \\
o *ﬁni‘:dllment ' o : _ ca. 45/42 (total 2 sect:l.ons
| Scheduiej S - d.k:.ng class

. PLATO Use ' - replade class, revievénd prac;t:l.ce,
: z : supplement homework - _

self-

Roster . . .
: C,u;ri—cﬁfl:um / )
- - Lesson So ‘ce -
. Lesson Periew

_»ETS ' o o ' efests, _posttests, att:.‘tude surveys
' ' ' . section only)

!

Ll '.'
Ly -

COURSE EVALUATION

' Level oF Le?s%.:s )
Qg'antity of sons

Qual\l\ty of Lessons -
3 }.esﬁs Prev:l.eged {approx.)
" Sesdion Affected by Pailure 2 (total.2 éecéions

Would You Use Your Own Time ' yes
to Improvg PLATO Instmction '

o
+ . *

/
([HETRICTOR INFORMAT'ION
\“?irsthggggg Contact _.;'fjii

U of I Extension Course .

PLATO Lessons Designed

PLATIOALesson‘s Progfa:rmed L

Releaﬁe‘ Time A . Surriﬁer '?4 Spring 75

' Prior PLATO ‘Use : ' Fall 74 ~ Fallx75 v .
Source of PLATO Train:l.ng e sel;,s cred:l.t CQu\rSfe*site coordinator
Years Teachmg '

B Years at this Céllege ;

- Ténure
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V.. -INBERVI \ : T

. - - s o=
;%ff;"fiéeneral . \\_- ,

v a comprehenslve statement of PLATO'a‘effect on achlevement hazd L N
: to make, It seems to be more effective for better students, for ac - \“x;\;;
. e who bring.more dlllgence and ability to.the task of using PLATO. More- o

over, the instructor is not sure that PLATO achievement will translate .
'into better scéres on examinations. Although most.studenté seem.enthusiastic.. \;n o
t Pna?o,att;tudeis frequently depéndent upon the quality of lessons. Y
- Lessoits-whichk are too easy bore the student; lessons which are too diffi-
cult: or uncleaihfrustrate him, occabionally to‘the int. that he muast- give IR
- . the lesson up in desperation. One means of solvi E%EISwpxqgmem might ke
- . teo develop optional proflciency tests route stzgents to 1ess
L_ - \appropriate difflculty a?d complexity. .

‘\ .t

o ‘_RLATO s students to work at thely own pace without embarrassment
T and g;v s then a feeling of “accomplishment .prov1dlng ncouraging responses:
_~._and instdnt feedback..: Mdreover,eit frees the teacher for individual help

‘for students who are having conceptual ai :
cost effectlveness may, hewever, be question

T of classtime and resu1ts in qoverage of less material.
\\ i structlon at is bettér than text and class‘drlil

T \ Use and Ledsons. oo I‘l' : \\ .

- PLATD was use dur;ng classtlme to replace ElaSsroom materials, for-. x;:::“
LN review and practice, andto supplementgzgfswsrk. Addltionally, students ..

p * - Were ancouraged te nge PLATO on their time

. ™ -, = 2 — ’ T ) . - .
. Thé dourse used a\text by Marano and Kaufmann. “The cu \g
lessons were extensively.reviewed during the suﬂmer and appro essons

_— were selected to supplement the sylla
. ~, responses on guizzes to evaluate ‘the ef ectiveness of
N he also lncludes lessons whlch‘stg§e ts find excit

\n‘

-

_* . plotting and fractions. The same topigs. m&tude,many useful IESsons,x
: " » the lessons:in fractions, de01mals£ ‘graphlng'ﬁ“bv1de_

" tionn than can be had from a bopk a does the. re ‘
) Horeover, these lessons have good udging, good graphic presentat n,
and adequate branchlng. The animated elem ntary mathematics ,lessons éﬂit
T PLATO well as does the lesson Darts whlch . very i1 interactlve and has . "\
excellent graphic presentation, The 1earn1ng ievel of most legsons is _ SL L
right for most of the audience; although the square root lesson is too L

fficult and sometxmesunclear,and the lessons.on fractions and sig gd
humberg may be too easy. In the future, ;essons\nguld be desi ned in ™
. response to instructors' needs. This instructor wgild like to sééxlgssons i
on equations and inequalities w}th absolute values; Vehn diagrams; and
decimals, 1nclud1ng 1essons tpflnflnite'ﬂecxmals and irrational numbers. e

- . i

‘ ___,)v"' ’ ' ) \ ___' .
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Matheiatics Instrqptor #12 ~- continued

Exlstlng lessons should be refined to provide better answer Judglng, more

branching, and better graphic d:l.splay. . s T

- Mechanics and Administration © C ST o .

LRWK ' : -Mechanical prdblems, chiefly terminal red-lighting, were taierable;'“
. no' total system failures occurred. Scheduling was, however, éifficult.

' This instructor was not able"to get all the hours he wanted. He suggests,
by way of improvement, the POSSlblllty of clumps ?f usage, for example,
th:ge days per week for one or two weeks at a time. Addition of more
inals or sharing of time-slots)with other teachers might provide
better~access. He would like his students to usé PLATO on an entirely : "
casual basis. R ‘ - g

The instyruc r managed his own roster and durrlculum. He has recegived
help from Errol Mx 1dson, Bob Bator, Jim Williamson, Keith Bailey, and
Lou DiBello. . \v

\\\\R“%H_ ETS pretests, sttests, and attltude surveys were given in one

- seqtlon of Math 111 but not in the second section. The pretest is not

' .a perfect' ingtrument but it is helpful. In the future, it may be used

* “the same as a diagriostic tool to advise students t3 %witch to more appro-
\ priate math classes. . o .

t udent 3

" -
\\
. . v
4 -
. . wn } =

e ok _ - . . b hrs
~2 . 4 6 % 18 12 14 1e  f8r 2w
Usage distribution \ _ :
‘Totals: 32 students, 287 hours. flverage: 6.5 H‘
. . . .
'“ ‘Y.,
- . . __’;.' e - ;,“@: B
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ID NUMBER , Mathematics Instructor #13 e \ '“-.\\\\&\\HM
- s -

P 'l\ _ ) ‘ I : \
COURSE |INFORMATION ' '

Nand \. .« ' Algebra - 1 g gh&f
" *Bnrollment L 40729 ‘
:;;Scyedule during class .
*  PLATO Use N review and practice
: Ros;ef\n; ) self -
e _Curr;cu;uﬁ ' self 7
Lesson Source g \Fgurse cataléé EMH‘H;HH%;I
. Lesson Preview \ sSome
_ETS ' no’
| COURSE EVALUATION ' o
' Level of Lessons appropriaté .
Quantity of lessons ) v more than sufficient
" Quality of Lessons N _ high -
% Lessons Préviewed {approx.} 25%
‘ Seésipns affected by Failure 0
B Wbuiﬁ You Use Yqﬁr Owanime - yes )

'~’“~x\§§ Improve PLATO Instruction:

-

U of I.staff

none

,»f?ﬁhﬂiiffgggﬁJuuﬁgﬁgd -0 .

PLATO Lessons Programmed 0 - -

Reigaée Time
Prior PLATO Use
Source of PLATO Training

none
Fall 75

Years Teaching
Years at this College .

' Tenure

*Texrm beginning/end

\




I{'IN?EﬁVIEW‘SUHMﬁRI -~ Mathematics Instructor #13.

‘No' interview conducted.

£

v #students

'.n‘,-ﬂ.ﬂ:n.nﬁ S

g 2 .

8 1§ 12 14 16 18
Usage distribution
; .Totals: 21'students, 72 hours. FAverage: 3.4
y : .
-I\
|
!l -
\

:' ST
_..—-»-‘;_‘"/‘f‘
382
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’ ID NUMBER  Mathematics Instructor #14
z . :

" COURSE INFORMATION -

=~ - Name o Intermediate Algebra (2 sections) ,
" *Enrollment ] - 53/23 (tot#l 2 sections)
chedule - in class (1 section); outside of class,
~ . terminals not reserved (1 section) *
’ PLATO Use : ] no response ‘ '
" Roster -~ _ self _
. Curriculum” . college PLATO staff, U of I staff -
N Lesson Source college PLATO staff , . |
Lesson Preview : some .
ETS | no h N
COURSE EVALUATION ‘ , . a - LT
Level of Lessons appropriate B .
Q\;éntity of Lessons ) less than aéficient to sufficient -
Quality of Lessons ) average '
s Lessons Previewed (approx.) -~ 20% |
Sess.;lons Affgcted by Failurta/"/ 2 . £
Would You Use Your Own ‘If;trfe/ " no .
to Improve PLATO Instrxuction
//

e

Fa
 INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION

First Pm@ﬂ'}é/ontact ' : college PLATO staff, U of I std4ff \
U of I Exctension Course _ none
PLATO I.t.e;asons Qeaigned . .0
TATO! Lessons Pz_*bgi:aimed; , 0 '
z\flease Time : | none . . o
- "E:;Lor PLATO Use / Fall 75 5 . .« N
) Source of PLATO Train:l,ng/ College PLATO sltl:laff, U of I staft o=l
Years Teaching 4 ) | ‘ |
Years at this @6llege 1
‘Tenu:.'e' /h A0 . ' no It

1

§ Term beginning/ and
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’ 4 ’ \ . ’ o L 3
INTERVIEW SUMMARY -% hgthemﬂtics Instructoxr #14
) ) AN . \ .
General o \ - 3 .
P is a valuable aid but it helps some students more thal) others.

{////ggcd’studenta do not really fieed it and the indifferent do not usy it.
— The students who know they n ed help and arewilling to work their Yay
“-through the mechanics are the stydents who will benefit most from PRATO.

-y . [l

PLATO offers great flexibility and a capacity for repeated dril}
and instruction. unfortunately, it is not always available. Mechanilal
problems, lack of verbal communication, and missing instructions in thy
lesgons (instructions which experiebcsd authors may not realize are ﬁ
necessary) limit its use. Moreover, there may be little carry-over to
textbook examples and problems. 4 '

PLATO can not be easily compared to o forms of instruction and
it can not solely replace them. If lessons properly programmed with
many branching alternatives, PLATO should be better than.a workbook.

Its impermanence and non-portability preclude itk replacement of a text,
which can be carried about and easily referred to\at will. &ince it can
give hints and provide a ready response, it should\be better than homework
and is adequate to replace a lecture occasionally. Although PLATO is more
like a tutor than any other aid, it can not egqual a really good one and
can not replace clasg discussion, for in the classroom some student will
usually articulate a prob%&gfsharéd by many. . e

Use -

PLATO was used principally as a voluntary aid and'aecpnaarily.to
replace a lecture when the instructor was out of town. The class was*

taken to the terminal room for an introductory session on PLATO. Students /
‘were not required to usé PLATO on their own time. When PLATO was used as

class replacement, some time was spent in class preparing for the PL&BD*”I
lesson. Once an audiorvisual aid was prepared to accompany the lesson.
The instructor kept an index of lessons and suggested to students topics
that matched topics covered in clags., - : e :

The instructor would like to see PLATO available in the classroom
as a teaching aid and made available in the hall carrels and library
to ?ﬁ used as a freely accessihle resource at the.student's convenience.

' QSSOHS -

The class uséﬁ the text by Dolciani and handouts distributed in class.

4
. The instructor acknowledges that he is too little eXperienced to know
what toplics are best suited to PLATO, but he thinks the only limitation on
topics is the imagination of the programmer. Lesgons with too many branches
e@ither lose the student's interest or fail to cover the material adeguately.
Since he had not reviewed all the lessons, he did not single out any partic-
ularly good ones, but would like to have statistics lessons available.

I3

7N
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Mathematics Instructor #14 -~ continued

Slope and intercept lesscons are not however well suited to- his Presgentation
of the material in class.

The leason index for Math 123, Algebra, is well set up and the titles
are similar to class topics since the lessons were wWritten for that class.
The learning level of the lessons suits the class well.

tessons should be continucusly revised and should contain a good amount
of humor. Perhaps future lessons should be carefully developed by two
. pabple jolntly so that weaknesses can be identified and corrected. Authors
should have taught the class at least five times, and lessons BhDUId .be
tested In the classroom prlor to general release.

Mechanics and Administration

Terminal avallabillty i3 limited for students who want to use PLATO
outside of a regularly scheduled class. Two serious system failures Pz
interrupted the introductory legsen. On the first day the instructor -
took the class back to the clasasroom; on the second day there was a
flfteen to twenty minute delay before the system was usable. Alternate
class room work was planned however. This sebms to be the worst experience
of any instructor at thils college. :

Lou DiBelle and Keith Bailgy helped fhe instructeor use PLATO. He
managed the roster himself but the cur: culum was managed by either Balley
or’ biBello.

-

PLATO has not affected his classrbom teaching or made a slgnificant
impact on hls career.

The'course had no contact with ETS.

Intermediate Algebra . - ' :

#students

'_-”n”-”n‘lj.l"ljn-_ 1 :l"l.l"]: 1 1 |n= i 1 -l L 'n,ihrg
S 4 6

8 16 12 14 16 18 28

*Uaage distribution :
Totals: 27 studerts, 64 hours. Ffverage: 2.4
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Mathematics Instructor #14 .-~ continued\ - o . ) -\

AR
\

\n

A—

W *Sfudents

[ ..I'IJ___J:H,EH .ln.n:n.nl ! :ﬂ. :H- } | hrs
@ 2 4/ "6 8 18 12 14 .16 18 28"
Usage distribution | |

Totals: 24 students, 139 hours.  Average: 5.8 A
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COURSE INFORMATION
Name )

*Enrollment
Schadule

ﬁLATO Use’
Roster
Curricuium‘
Lesson Source
" Lesson Preview

ETS

COURSE EVALUATION
lLevel of Lessons

Quantity of Lessons

Quality of Lessons

% Lessons Previewed (approx.)

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
First PLATO Contact

U of I Extension Coutse
PLATO Lessdns Designed
PLATO Lassons Programmed

Release Time
Prior PLATO Use

Source of PLATO Training

Years Teaching

Sessiong Affected by Failure

Would You Use Your Own Time
to Improve PLATO Instruction

y  Years at this Collegé

&hnura

L

4

-appropriate

L]

,ID NUMBER  Mathematics Instructor #15

Intermédiate nigebra (2 sections)
68/27 (total 2 sections)

during class (1‘§ection); cutside of class,

terminals not reserved (1 section).
. . . . -

‘N0 response

-

K 361f N ) » - '

college PLATO staff, U of I staff
college PLATO staff, U of I staff
YéS l

no 1

LY

1q.§ than sufficient

- . low

50%
0

ne

college PLATO staff, U of I staff
none. d - ‘
0

0 |

none p

Fall 75

* college PLATO staff, U of I staff
- ’ -

8
3

noe

367 -
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T INTERVIEW SUMMARY ~~ Mathematics Instructor #15,

General - ' - .
Although the woluntary use of PLﬁbo as a supplementary aid has helped

a few students, there seems to-be a general disinterest in its use. It

seemed that no ane completed any lessons. This may, however, be symptomatic

of a general lassitude in students toward the course.

PLATO does provide an alternate method of instruction that may succeed -
where others fail. It is equal to a workbook and superior to presently
available audio-visual,aids but will not replace homework and, at least
until 4 £ull algebra course is programmed, cannot replface a text. It
provides better drill than can be had in classy-but it cannot replace lec—
tures or class, dlscussion. Flnally, constraints upon the time it is
available to students limlt,lts effectivendss. N

Use - ” ' K ' v

- PLATO was used as a voluntary supplement, and low use was disappointing.

... Students were given an introduction session jin PLATO's use, and at ‘that time .
they seemed enthusiastic. That enthusiasm was not borne out in any appreci- ’;N
able nse of the system. The instructor has no plans to require PLATO's use -
in the future. '

Lessons .

'f;e lessons/available for -algabra are not particularly distinguished
and did not correlate well with the course text. Some lessons ‘are only \q
partially effective. The lesson on graphing successfully taught ‘the student
to plot /the graph but not to wrife the equatign for it, Program problems.
add to the student’s frustratign. The cursor segment of, the lesson on
simplifying radicals worked oy ; there are no instwuctions on the use
of the exponent key in lesso where its use is required.

The best lessons are those which would rrovide reinforcament through
drill arfd help the student see where he has made a mistake. The factoring
lesmon is good fér this. wWhile the level of lessons is generally good,
more 'lesscns are needed on radicals and on systéme of inequalities. Lessons .
shof1ld - be more thoroughly tasted beforé they are released. for general use.

ekl

Mechanics and Administration N

S

No mechanical problems or system failures occurred, but then, there
has been no in-class use. The instructpr managed her own class roster,
but Keith Bailey helped manage the currizulum and maintained the lesson L
index. Lucretia Lockmiller and Bob Grandex provided general assistance. '

The course had no contact with ETS.v.
—1\—‘

 The instructor Sees no great impact of PLATO on either her own/career
or on the teaching profession.

. 3
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Hathematics Instructor #15 «- continued : . b
& ) * .

- : . should be used to provide extensive drill in algebra, students
e need repeated drill, and” drill is a thipg which PLATO does well. Future
_algehra lessona ought to be’ ‘written ko correspond to the coveﬁage and
organization of a widely—used standard text.

é‘.:‘\*‘ - ' - T . PR
-ﬁ ‘_ LI - l * ’
. % Intermedjate.jlgebra
ST o ,
. § ’ R -
- 3 = 3 ' ; "
* _ . e ‘ o
X LT . 4
5 H - . ) ) R [ o
+ L "J]l”:‘nn :n-ﬂ} i _!_ i } i = A 2_ A .} Il ‘:hrs\
-8,z 4 6 8. 1B 12 14 16 18 28 .,
. . . RN

| Usage distribution ,
. Totals: 29 students; 54 hours. Average: 1.9 :

wn #gtudents
(—

4 L !rlll-l! .n!El._g_a gn..nl N 1 N ' L ¥ s i hrs
'} 2 4 6 8 19 12 14 16 18 28

Usage distribution
Totals: 28 students, 64 hours. Hveraze: 2.3
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